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“Earthly Occupation of Heavenly Citizens” 
Philippians 1:3-8 

 

 
Our prayers reveal our theology. Therefore it is no surprise that in 

this prayer of thanksgiving to God for the church in Philippi, Paul 
reveals a crucial truth, that God has called all citizens of heaven to 

devote their lives to the advance of the gospel. This is our 
privileged occupation on earth; privileged because, first, as we 

labor to spread the gospel, God binds our hearts together in deep, 
lasting community with one another, and second, because God 

promises that our work to advance the gospel will not be wasted, 
for in His infinite power He will make our efforts an eternal success. 

 

Paul's Prayer (1:3-8) 
● Paul joyfully thanks God continually for the Philippians 

 
1:3-4 (my translation) 

I thank my God every time I think of you, always praying with joy 
every time I pray for you all. 

 
− Because in the past… (v5) 

… partnership in the advance of the gospel 
− Because in the future… (v6) 

… divinely enabled triumph of this partnership 
− Because in the present… (v7-8) 

… Christ-like affection from sharing in the highs and lows of his 
ministry 

 

Our New Occupation 
Advance the gospel worldwide 

− Pray 
− Give 

− Share 
− Plant seeds 

 
1. Because it binds us together 

  
As a family or small group: 

▪ Pray for a missionary or minister 
▪ Give (money & encouragement) to a missionary 



▪ Serve in the community 

▪ Invite neighbors to dinner 
 

2. Because it will succeed 
 

For I know that the Lord is great And that our Lord is above all 
gods. Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, 

in the seas and in all deeps. 
—Psalm 135:5-6 

 
This week 

As a family or group advance the gospel by… 
− Praying for a missionary or minister 

− Giving to a missionary (money or letter) 
− Sharing the gospel 

− Planting seeds through service or invitations 

 


