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“Turn your World Upside Down” 
Philippians 1:12-18 

 

 
What is good? What is bad? In this revolutionary passage Paul 

challenges our most basic assumptions in life. He calls us to see the 
world through gospel-colored glasses; to evaluate our 

circumstances based on whether they advance or hinder the 
progress of the gospel in our own lives and in the lives of others. In 

God's infinite power and wisdom, even suffering and pain can 
become a source of great good when we see them through the lens 

of the gospel. 
 

Philippians 1:12-18 

● “my circumstances” = prison 
● Big Idea – prison has resulted in the greater progress of the gospel 

− “greater” = rather – irony! 
− good = “progress of the gospel” 

 
Two Proofs 

1. v13 – Soldiers and civilians were hearing the gospel 
2. v14 – Roman believers were inspired to share their faith 

▪ vv15-17 – But some out of rivalry 
▪ v18 – As long as they preach the gospel, I rejoice! (compare Gal 

1:6-9) 
 

The Lesson 
See your circumstances through gospel-colored glasses 

● “Bad” = anything that hinders the progress of the gospel 

●  “Good” = anything that advances the gospel 
▪ in our world 

▪ in our own lives 
 

2 Corinthians 1:8-9 
For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which 

came to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our 
strength, so that we despaired even of life; indeed, we had the sentence of 

death within ourselves so that we would not trust in ourselves, but in 
God who raises the dead… 

 



James 1:2-4 

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing 
that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance 

have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing. 

 
The Nature of Suffering 

● It can be a cause of great good… 
● …but it is never, in and of itself, good… 

● …and good only comes IF I respond rightly to it. 
 

“Blessed be your name” by Matt Redman 
Blessed be your name 

When the sun’s shining down on me 
When the world’s all as it should be 

Blessed be your name 

 
Blessed be your name 

On the road marked with suffering 
Though there’s pain in the offering 

Blessed be your name 
 

You give and take away 
You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say 
Lord, Blessed be your name. 

 
See your circumstances through gospel-colored glasses 

 


