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“A Paradigm for Suffering” 
Philippians 1:12-18 

 

 
What is good? What is bad? In this revolutionary passage Paul 

challenges our most basic assumptions in life. He calls us to see the 
world through gospel-colored glasses; to evaluate our 

circumstances based on whether they advance or hinder the 
progress of the gospel in our own lives and in the lives of others. In 

God's infinite power and wisdom, even suffering and pain can 
become a source of great good when we see them through the lens 

of the gospel. 
 

Philippians 1:12-18 

● Three sections in this passage: 
− Vv. 12-14 –How God is using his imprisonment for the progress of 

the Gospel 
▪ Vs. 13 – The gospel among unbelievers 

▪ Vs. 14 – The gospel among believers 
− Vv. 15-17 – How the gospel is being preached 

▪ A – Out of envy (vs. 15) 
▪ B – Out of goodwill (vs. 15) 

▪ B – In love, knowing that I am set for the defense of the gospel 
(vs. 16) 

▪ A – Out of selfish ambition, trying to cause me harm (vs. 17) 
− Vs. 18 – Paul’s perspective on the whole matter 

 
● Note the centrality of the gospel in this section.  For Paul evangelism 

was the core driver in his life.  He was compelled in every situation to 

make it an opportunity to share Christ.  So must we. 
 

▪ One ship drives east, another drives west with the self same winds 
that blow. 

▪ ‘Tis the set of the sails & not the gales which determines the way we 
go.” 

 
Philippians 1:12 

● This is the topic sentence for the whole paragraph. 
● Paul wants his readers to know that far from having the effects they 

had feared, his affairs had actually served to advance the gospel. 
 



Lessons Learned: 

− Paul is key to the ministry to the Gentiles.  When a key leader 
leaves, we fear the worst. 

− What seems like a defeat to us is just one more step in God’s work 
to build His kingdom. 

 
Philippians 1:13 

● The Impact on Unbelievers 
● With the Guards 

● With “all the others” 
 

Lessons Learned: 
− Notice that even in prison, Paul continued to do just what he had 

been doing since Christ first called him.  He’s just got a different 
audience!! 

− Our suffering may not work out for our own personal good, but God 

promises that it will work out for His good and for His glory. 
 

Philippians 1:14 
● Impact on the Church 

▪ “extraordinary boldness” to witness for Christ.  (Even in spite of 
Nero’s growing suspicion and persecution of them.) 

▪ “Word of God” – (as used here) = the totality of the Christian 
message. 

▪ God is always at work! 
▪ God is always at work in me! 

▪ God is always at work through me! 
 

Philippians 1:15-17 
● Two groups with different motives: 

▪ One from selfish ambition 

▪ One “inspired by love” 
 

● Bad things do happen to good people! 
● We may suffer because: 

− All people will experience suffering to some degree or another. ( I 
Cor. 10:13) 

− We suffer because we break the laws of nature 
− God allows us suffer to promote spiritual growth  (Hebrews 5:8) 

− Sometimes we suffer because of sin. (Gen 3:16-19) 
− Sometimes God allows us to suffer to prevent us from sinning (2 

Cor 12:7-9) 
− Sometimes we suffer to allow the advancement of the Gospel. 

 



Philippians 1:18 

● What really matters? 
− He has learned by the grace of God to see everything from the 

divine perspective. 
− He is a man of a single passion – sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The gospel is all that truly matters. 
− He understood what it means to be a disciple of Christ – to 

participate in the sufferings of Christ. 
− He is less concerned about his reputation than he is about the 

cause of Christ 
 

Conclusion 
▪ God is always at work! 

▪ God is always at work in me! 
▪ God is always at work through me 

 

Let God use your tough circumstances for His purposes. 
 


