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Worthy 

Philippians 1:27-30 
 
 

We who know Jesus have already received the greatest gift known to man. Now it is our duty to live 
worthy of that gift. 

 
Turn to Philippians 
Imagine it’s your 16th birthday and your parents surprise you with a car!  

- How will you respond to that gift? It depends on the car 
- What if it’s this: a dented up, 1970’s Ford Pinto?  

o Barely runs, AC left the building years ago, if you get rear ended, it blows up!  
o Gift is so cheap, I’m not going to treat it that well  

- But what if it’s this: brand new Ferrari 488GTB worth ¼ million $ 
o Perfect paint, not a scratch; hand-stitched leather; 0 to 60 in 3 seconds 
o Wash and wax it every day! Give it the whole garage! Park at back of HEB lot! 
o Wouldn’t let friends even drink water in that car I’d take such good care of it 

 
The value of a gift determines how we treat it 

- The more valuable either in $ or in time and skill to make – the more I care for it  
- But if you just grabbed it out of your junk drawer – I’m not taking good care of that 

 
That’s the principle behind our passage this morning 

- We have received a gift from God 
- Paul wants us to think about the value of that gift and then respond appropriately 

 
Read v27 

- “Only” = pay very close attention to what comes next – this is crucial 
- “conduct yourselves”  

o Unusual – every other place Paul talks about way of life – uses word like “walk” 
o Only in Philippians: politeuomai = “be a good citizen”  
o No accident – remember what was most precious to a citizen of Philippi… 
o Their Roman citizenship – had rare privilege of being born with full citizenship 
o Set Philippi apart from the rest of the world – made them special, privileged 
o They were raised to value that Roman citizenship above everything else 
o Taught to live in a manner worthy of it 
o Historians have concluded that their Roman citizenship was “regarded as the most important 

thing in life, to which the free citizen gave his total allegiance” 
o Paul affirms that idea but points to their ultimate citizenship: HEAVENLY  

 that carries far better privileges and greater responsibilities 
- Paul wants us to live on earth as good citizens of heaven 
- And how do we do that? By living “in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ” 
- “worthy”  originally meant “balancing the scales” 



o you’ve received something valuable… now respond in kind 
- What they’ve received is the “gospel of Christ” 

o You probably feel like you’re listening to a broken record! 
o Every week our passage focuses on the gospel 

 if anyone ever asks you a question about Philippians… 
 the safe answer is always “the gospel” – right 9 times out of 10  

o Why is Paul constantly talking about the gospel?  
o Because in his eyes it is the most valuable thing we have in life 

- Review: “gospel” simply means “good news” 
o So we’re to live worthy of “the good news about Jesus” 
o What is that good news?  

 That Jesus, God’s own eternal Son, took on human flesh 
 to LIVE the perfect life we’ve all failed to live 
 to DIE as a sacrifice for the sins we’ve all committed 
 to RISE from the dead conquering sin and death for us 

o Jesus lived, died, and rose FOR US so God can offer TO US eternal life 
 as an absolutely free gift – all we must do is receive it in faith 

- The good news about Jesus is the most valuable commodity on earth  
- If you want to know why: just turn on CNN or Fox News for 5 mins! 

o What will you see? Anger. Hopelessness. Sin. Division. 
o We live in a broken world that is NOT getting better! 
o Economics, gov’t, education, medicine, art, technology… all wonderful… 
o but NONE can fix the desperate brokenness of the human race 
o Only one thing can: the love of God expressed in the Gospel of Jesus! 
o Only when people are rescued by God’s gracious gospel and transformed by God’s gracious love 

will the world be any better 
- That’s why Paul looked at all of life through “gospel-colored glasses”  

o Everything evaluated through the lens of the gospel 
o Circumstances that help us share the gospel are good 
o Circumstances that distract us from the gospel are bad 
o Because the gospel is the one and only hope of the world 

- And so, if the gospel is indeed the most valuable commodity on earth…  
o …and if we have already received it through faith in Jesus…  
o …then there is nothing more important than living worthy of that gift! 

- Paul repeats that command throughout the New Testament 
o read Eph 4:1; Col 1:10  
o All of life for a believer boils down to living worthy of the gospel 

 
Now I need to pause and be very careful to clarify:  
“to live worthy” is NOT the same thing as “to earn” 
 
So many people think the gospel is something we must EARN 

- I must do good in order to earn the salvation God offers me in the gospel 
o God will let me into heaven if I’ve done enough good things 
o such as coming to church this morning, giving, being nice 



- But the Bible is clear: salvation cannot be earned because the price is too high!  
o What does it cost to earn eternal life with God in heaven? Perfection 
o God is perfectly holy; He does not ever compromise with sin  
o But we’re all sinners – we all fall short of perfection  

 We think, say, and do things we know are wrong and that hurt others  
o So if you’re trying to earn salvation you need to know that you’ve already failed 

 You’ll never get it if you’re trying to earn it.  
- That’s why the gospel is such great news! 

o God the Father loves us so much He sent His Son Jesus to save us from our sins 
o Now offers to all people Christ’s perfect righteousness as a free gift 
o All we have to do is accept it through faith  
o You can quit trying to earn it – just receive it for free 

- So v27 is not telling us to live in a way that earns the gospel – that’s impossible 
 
Instead, it’s challenging us to live in a way that is WORTHY of the gospel 

- The word “worthy” looks backwards  
o I do good in response to a gift I’ve already received 

- This is Jean Valjean in Les Miserables (pron: Le Miserab)  
o If you’ve not seen it: that is your homework! Few better illustrations of grace 
o Jean Valjean – criminal just released after 19 yrs in prison 
o Welcomed into the home of a Bishop – but steals his silverware 
o Caught and brought back to bishop to identify so he can be thrown back in jail 
o Shocked when bishop covers for him and adds silver candlesticks to his bag 
o Valjean is blown away by this act of grace – a fortune and a new chance at life 
o Valjean did not earn that gift – quite the opposite, he deserved to go to jail 
o But the bishop sacrificed to show grace to Valjean 
o And for the rest of Valjean’s life he tried to live worthy of that gift 
o Became a good citizen who cared deeply for the poor – a model of grace 
o That’s the beauty of the movie – grace redeems and transforms a broken life 

- That’s exactly how this should work in our lives 
o We too have received a gift, but one far more valuable than silver candlesticks!  
o The Son of God sacrificed His life for us 
o So we should be like Valjean and live a life worthy of that incredible gift  
o The infinite value of the gospel compels us to dedicate our lives to honor Jesus 

- Now we’ll never actually be worthy – we’ll never pay Jesus back 
- But we should continually ask ourselves: “Today, how can I live worthy of the incredible gift Jesus has 

already given to me? How can I honor His gift with my life?” 
 
That’s the overall command that introduces the rest of the book: 
As a citizen of heaven, live in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ 
 
The rest of the book will tell us how to live worthy of the gospel – get practical 

- Paul’s answer begins in the remainder of our passage this morning 
 
With the big idea: “standing firm in one spirit”  

- in Greek, all the rest of the passage through v30 modifies this one phrase 



- “standing firm” = remaining true to Jesus no matter the trials or suffering that comes 
o = steadfast… you persevere in hardships 

- And we do so “in one spirit”  
o might be a reference to the Holy Spirit – we stand firm together in the Spirit 
o or reference to community “spirit” – we are of one spirit, one purpose  

 
If we stand firm in one spirit, there will be 2 results… 

1) “with one mind, striving together for the faith of the gospel”  
- = athletic imagery – like a basketball team working together to win  
- goal = spreading “faith of the gospel” = helping people find & follow Jesus 

o We've said it many times before  this is the reason God still has you on earth  
o We’re called to work together towards that one goal 

- Don’t let anything else divide us 
o When I was a kid: big issue dividing our little Bible church was schooling 

 Home-school or public school 
 Strong opinions on both sides – that’s ok 
 What wasn’t ok: drove a wedge between families in our church – so angry! 
 Tragic because uniting around gospel so much more important than schooling  

o Today the divisive issue seems to be: politics 
 Noticing a proliferation of yard signs for US Senate race 
 It’s good to research issues, have strong opinions, put up a yard sign 
 But not good if we allow politics to become a cause for division 
 Political opinions are NEVER a litmus test for faith! 
 Godly Christians will vote for both … and that’s fine! 
 Because in the ultimate scheme of things whoever wins God is still sovereign and His 

gospel is still the only hope for the world  
 So let us unite around the gospel no matter who we vote for 

- Live worthy of the gospel by uniting to help people find and follow Jesus 
- That’s the first result of standing firm in one spirit… here’s the second 

 
read v28a 

2) “in no way alarmed by your opponents” 
- = not afraid or intimidated by persecution 
- Who are their “opponents”?  

o Remember: the most precious earthly possession of a resident of Philippi was their Roman 
citizenship, which was granted to them by the first Roman Emperor, Augustus Caesar. So 
naturally the citizens of Philippi had a deep and abiding love for their emperor. And they 
demonstrated that love through worship. The dominate religion in Philippi was emperor 
worship. It was integrated into every sphere of life. Government ceremonies, business 
contracts, and public events were bathed in worship of the Roman Emperor. They loved him so 
much that they actually referred to the emperor as their lord and savior. 

o And that was a problem for Christians. They now owed their allegiance to a new Lord and Savior. 
They could no longer worship the emperor because it would have been idolatry. But in the eyes 
of other citizens of Philippi, failure to worship the emperor would have seemed like rebellion 
and a threat to the privileged status of their city.  



o So Christians were persecuted by their non-Christian neighbors. It began with ridicule and 
isolation. Neighbors and friends would no longer want to be seen with these crazy Christian 
radicals. Next would come loss of income or property when their refusal to worship the emperor 
cut them out of business and government opportunities. Finally, when officials were no longer 
willing to overlook their refusal to worship the emperor, imprisonment and eventual death 
often followed. 

- Believers in Philippi faced persecution ranging from loss of income to imprisonment and even 
martyrdom. 

- That’s a hard price to pay for one’s faith 
o It’s hard for most us to even imagine what it would be like to lose your job, your freedom, your 

family, even your life for your faith 
 
How do you stand strong in the face of such persecution?  

- You need the rest of the passage… Read v28b-30 
- Paul makes 2 points:  
- #1: persecution is actually the norm  

o it’s something Paul experienced on many occasions – including as he wrote 
o Christ’s words – Jn 15:20 “A slave is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will 

also persecute you…” 
o The normal Christian life includes persecution. We follow a Savior who the world killed! We 

should expect to suffer for our allegiance to Him.  
o That we don’t at the moment is an anomaly because persecution is the norm for followers of 

Jesus. 
- #2: somehow, persecution is actually a gift  

o I really do not like v29 – I like the believe part… but hate the suffer part 
o Paul’s point is not that God creates persecution for His followers 

 persecution is sin and God is NEVER the author of sin 
 persecution is the free choice of sinful people 

o But God is God – He could stop persecution of Christians at any time.  
o So why doesn’t He? 
o Because persecution can actually lead unbelievers to faith 

 That’s the point of v28 – courageous Christians standing firm in persecution shows the 
truth of the gospel and shows unbelievers that they’re on the wrong side! Shows that 
they need to embrace the gospel before it’s too late! 

 When an unbeliever sees Christians not just persecuted but actually standing together 
in unity and courage in the midst of persecution, that’s strong evidence that we really 
believe what we’re saying. 

- But what about us who live in a society that does not really persecute us for our faith?  
o There are many believers suffering severe persecution today… in other countries  

 Actually, more Christians have been martyred for their faith in the last century than in 
any previous century, including Paul’s time 

o But that’s not our experience 
o So how do we who live relatively free of persecution apply verses 28-30? 

 
 



- 2 principles for you: 
- 1) We should not be shocked if it comes our way 

o It is the norm – the fact that we are not currently persecuted for our faith is the abnormal 
situation! 

o So don’t freak out when you hear stories in the news about Christians in America facing 
opposition for their faith or moral stands. That’s normal. That’s what Jesus told us to expect in 
this life. 

- 2) We should make sure we’re currently free of it for the right reasons 
o God does NOT want us to seek out persecution! Persecution is not a good thing! 
o However, if you are not being persecuted for your faith, you should ask, Why?  
o Jesus was, Paul was, Peter was, John was… all of the early Christians were persecuted for their 

faith… so why aren’t we? 
o It could be simply God’s grace and kindness sparing us from persecution. 

 If so, that’s wonderful and we should give thanks 
o But it also could be that we are too fearful – so afraid of offending anyone that we never take a 

stand and never share the gospel 
 If that’s the reason, that’s not good! 

o So look at your behavior. Are you courageously sharing Jesus in both words and deeds with 
those who don’t yet know Him?  

o If so, and you’re not being persecuted – give thanks, but don’t expect it to last – that’s not the 
norm. 

o If you’re not courageously sharing your faith in word and deed – then it’s time to confess that 
sin to God and ask Him to grow your faith, boldness, and obedience 

o You CANNOT live WORTHY of the gospel if you never share the gospel! 
 
 


