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One King, One King Only 
Psalm 2 

 
 

When you read the daily headlines, how do you feel? Frustrated? Powerless? Despairing? We 
consume news, bad news, about which we can do nothing. We can engage at a local level and have 
some influence, but not at a national or global level. Nevertheless, we have hope. “Jesus will reign” 
answers every troubling headline. It also instructs us how to live each day – in joyful submission to 
His rule in our lives and hope for His coming kingdom. 

 
Periodically I have to fast all forms of media. “Why?” you might ask. Politics. Nothing ever really changes. Players 
change, but nothing else. Leaves me feeling powerless and frustrated. I consume news, bad news, about which I 
can do nothing. I can engage at a local level and have some influence, but not at a national or global level.  
 
Psalm 2 gives me hope. The Son of God will rule forever over all earthly kingdoms. 
 
“Jesus will reign” answers every troubling headline. It also instructs me how to live each day – in joyful 
submission to His rule in my life and hope for His coming kingdom.   
 
READ Psalm 2 together – 4 parties speak in this Psalm. Rebels, God, Messiah, Psalmist 
 
I. Earth’s rebels revolt against God (2:1-3) 
 

Royal Psalm; specifically a coronation Psalm = about kingship of God and authority of His anointed, 
“messiah” 

Used during coronation ceremony; possibly sung at each coronation, possibly acted out as a drama.  
Begins with tension. 

 
Envisions installation of new king; transfer of power. What frequently happened in this moment is vassal 
states arise in rebellion; refuse to pay tribute; National crisis; nation might have to go to war; celebration 
AND fear.  
 
Hard for us to imagine because we have peaceful elections; frequent occurrence in the Ancient Near East; 
not uncommon in other parts of the world today 
 
Biblical context earthly rulers are saying, “Let’s live independently from the authority of God and God’s 
king” 

World hates God. Men devise schemes; if we get everybody believing this way, it will become so. 
Always been this way 
Adam and Eve 
Don’t have to teach children to say, “no,” “me,” “mine” 
Individuals, families, rulers, nations. Submission is for our good. 

 
 



II. Creation’s Sovereign rebukes the rebels (2:4-6) 
 

Scene shifts to heaven; God is watching; not caught off-guard 
 
God is not worried; not threatened; God is angry 

 
We don’t like to meditate on the anger of God.  
 
When Bible speaks of God’s fundamental character it does not say, “angry, angry, angry” but 
“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY” 
 
Anger flows from His holiness, righteousness; longs to be gracious 
 
Must punish sin because He is HOLY, and He does not take rebellion lightly because it creates a 
culture in which it is difficult for people to come to Him. 

 
1st century church quoted this Psalm extensively because they were persecuted by earthly rulers. Psalm 
2 gave hope. 

 
Illustration: Bust of Nero at Corinth – Nero was a vicious persecutor of the early Christians. He’s 
probably the one who executed the apostle Paul. But the great empire of the Caesars only exists 
as a collection of ruins, scattered across the countryside.  

 
Consistent record of history 
 

Isaiah 37:36-38 – Sennacherib lost 185,000 men and had to return to Assyria, where he was 
assassinated. 
Daniel 4:25 – Nebuchadnezzar, the great king of Babylon, was struck with insanity and had to 
walk on all fours like an animal for 7 years, until He acknowledged God’s rule over the world.  
Acts 12:20-23 – Herod Agrippa was struck down and eaten by worms for refusing to honor God.  
God may not intervene immediately when His authority is challenged, but He will eventually. 

 
Consistent theme of prophecy, which is future history 
 

Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream – Daniel 2:31-35, 44; 7:13-14 
 
Why does prophecy matter? Why study it? HOPE. God will set all things right 

 
III. God’s Son proclaims His authority (2:7-9) 

 
I was born second. That stinks. Mom and dad would go out, and they would leave my sister in charge. I 
would rebel against that delegated authority. She would say, “Do what I say. Mom and dad left me in 
charge.”  
 
God: My firstborn Son is in charge. 
Son says to the nations: Dad left Me in charge 
 
Words Son recites were first spoken to David in 2 Sam. 7 when David given covenant 

• Davidic covenant was eternal; Covenant renewed at a ceremony for each new king; “today” 
 
 



• Coronation ceremony – 2 Kings 11:12 
o new king first pledged fidelity to the covenant 
o then crowned and proclaimed as the legitimate ruler.  
o Given a personal copy of the covenant 
o Then anointed with holy oil = “Messiah” 
o Declared “son of God”; 2 Sam 7:14; Ps 89:26 

 
A.  A unique relationship – 2:7 

• God’s relationship with Israel was a family relationship – His children; not a corporation or an 
organization. King appointed “firstborn SON”  
o Son does not necessarily = deity like in Ancient Near East 
o intimacy 
o Son-ship implied submission; God’s selection; rule by divine authority 
 

B.  An extensive inheritance – 2:8 
• Ideal: Messiah’s authority universal; as far as the Lord’s – Is. 2:2-4; 11:1-10 

 
C.  Absolute power and authority over his inheritance – 2:9 

• Egyptian execration texts; names of enemies on pottery; taken before gods and smashed. 
 

Ideal never realized 
• Each king was evaluated; each failed; ultimately nation exiled 
• Returned; promised a new covenant, including an heir to David’s throne 
• Jesus was declared to be that heir 

o Baptism – Mt. 3:17 
o Transfiguration – Mt. 17:5 
o Resurrection – Rom. 1:1-4 
o Return – Rev. 19:15-16; 1 Cor. 15:24-25 

− Armageddon is anti-climactic; nations assemble to fight each other, then join forces to 
fight against God and Jesus wipes them out 

• Long view of history, God’s rule over His creation is inevitable. In light of this fact, the psalmist 
exhorts the nations to submit! 

 
IV. Israel’s Psalmist exhorts submission (2:10-12) 

 
10 So now, you kings, do what is wise; you rulers of the earth, submit to correction! 
11 Serve the Lord in fear! Repent in terror! 
12 Kiss the Son! Otherwise he will be angry, and you will die because of your behavior, when his anger 
quickly ignites. How blessed are all who take shelter in him! 
 
Be WISE: See God as He is; Job 42:5-6 – I had heard of You…now I see You 
 

This applies to rulers, nations, and also to us. 
 
“Submit!” When you hear the word, does your heart warm and your mind fill with pleasant associations? 
Probably not. My heels dig in. I would be happier if I never had to submit, at least that’s what I often think. 
Truth: I’m better off 
 
 
 
 



Adam and Eve wanted independence from God. What did they achieve? Slavery 
 
Adam and Eve surrendered a good Master for a brutal master 

 
Freedom is in submission 

 
No man in this world attains to freedom from any slavery except by entrance into some higher 
servitude. There is no such thing as an entirely free man conceivable.  
Phillips Brooks (1835- 1893), Perennials.  
 
Liberation means being set free to a new obedience 

 
‘There is no refuge from him: [there is] only [refuge] in him’ (Kidner).  
 

Application 
 

Worship and Witness 
o See the goodness of God first hand 
o Drives us to witness 

 
Witness 

o Call the world to worship the King 
o Model submissive worship in our own lives 
o Rather than shake an angry fist, we choose to trust in His justice and love 
o Demonstrated in the cross 
o Give thanks for cross 

 


