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Above All 
Psalm 115 

 
 

There are no substitutes for the one, true God. We, the Church, declare our confidence in Him, even 
when our present circumstances tempt us to doubt. He is great and He is good - He always has been 
and always will be. 

 
We all look at the world as if through a set of lenses – colored by our family background, personality, 
professional training, life experiences 
 
Often not even aware of how these lenses control what we see; make certain things leap out and make us 
completely blind to other things, but in the final analysis, we all look at the world wrong! 
 
We are all born with a shared set of lenses 
 

Lens of self-gratification 
Lens of self-glorification 

 
Controlling belief: It’s all about me 

 
Jewish people were taught in the Psalms to exchange those lenses 

 
Your life should give God gratification; God’s gratification 
Your life should give God glory; God’s glory 
 
Salvation – given a new set of lenses 

 
As we grow, those lenses are cleaned; distortion removed; truth prevails 
 
CS Lewis. I believe in God like I believe in the sun, not because I see it, but because by it I see 
everything.   

 
Psalm 115 designed to clean our lenses; remind us of fundamental truth, to clean our lenses to see the 
reality; life as it really is. 
 

READ Psalm 115:1-3.  
 
Psalmist says, let’s start at the very beginning. God is above all. 
 
1. Declare God’s preeminence – 115:1-3 

 
Likely written after nation returned from exile (for ignoring Sabbath, idolatry oppressing the vulnerable; 
forgetting about God and others; focus on self); outward circumstances cast doubt on power of God; 
struggling within the land; living in the midst of enemies; living under foreign domination. Enemies say, 
it looks like God has abandoned you. 

 



• Enemies are taunting God’s people 
 

Your God is unseen and therefore unreal; gods of world are seen 
 

• Enemies are tempting God’s people; Live according to what you see; turn to other resources for 
deliverance 
 

Faced with that temptation, psalmist declares allegiance to God 
• transcendent (that’s why we don’t see Him) 
• powerful (He does what He pleases, not what people tell Him to do) 

 
Implicit request for God to act on their behalf in order to bring honor to His own name; not because we 
deserve it but because we are Your people 

 
ֶסד  Loyal love – rescued His people – ֶח֫
 Firmness, faithfulness, truth, reliability – ֱאֶמת
 
We may not see it in our present circumstances but we trust Your unchanging character 
 

Confident in the present because of God’s loyalty in the past; in similar circumstances 
 

Psalms 113-118 and 136 sung or recited during the Passover Feast 
 

Dominant event being celebrated: Exodus  
Dominant truths: God’s glory/supremacy; God’s faithfulness 

 
Slavery: have you forgotten us? 
Egypt: most powerful nation on earth. Can you deliver us? 
Every year we remember our deliverance and we declare our trust in God no matter 
what the circumstances 

 
Is. 46:9; remember past faithfulness 
 

For the Christian, that remembrance is the cross 
 

2. Denounce all imitations – 115:1-8 
 

Enemies: Where is your God (Joel 2:17-18; Ps. 42:3; 2 Pt. 3:3-4)? Maybe you should turn to our gods!  
 
Where is our God? Your gods are nothing! The unseen God is more real and more powerful than 
anything you can imagine. 
 
2 Cor. 4 (we look not at the seen) 

 
Hard for us to relate to blocks of wood and silver in our enlightened culture. What is an idol? What is the 
point of “god” from a human perspective? 
• Resource to get what you want.   
• Real God won’t bend to this. Only alternative is to make your own god. 

 
What are the idols of this age?   



• Where do we turn for help other than God? For fulfillment? For pleasure? Self-gratification, self-
glorification  

 
Idols are the epitome of folly (4 characteristics): 

a. They only appear valuable, especially when our God is unseen 
synonym for idol is “lie” 

b. They lack power – 115:5-7; Jer. 10:3-5 
115:7. “do not utter even an inarticulate sound”; can’t clear their throats 

c. They are limited by man’s own capacities – Is 44:12 
Why do we choose idols rather than God? 

 
• We want to be in control.  It is an inferior concept of God, but it is manageable. 

(“will not totter”; Is. 41:7) 
• we care about what other men think; we don’t want to look like fools; we want 

a socially acceptable god. 
• You worship unseen God?  IT IS TRUE 

d. They destroy their worshippers – 115:8; Isaiah 44:12-20 
 

Idolatry is not harmless. Jer. 2:5 (followed idols and became idolaters or worthless); 
Rom. 1:21-22 (“morons”) 
 
We will become like what we worship; small god, small person 
 

3. Declare God’s goodness – 115:9-15 
 

4. Declare your allegiance!  115:16-18 
 

The earth is our arena; this short lifetime is our time; God has a design for us, but He allows us to choose 
 

Psalmist declares, NOW is the time to praise God; if you waste this life, you waste your one chance 
 
A. Silence – 17 
 

Two potential paths – significance or silence 
 
B. Significance – 18  
 

Application 
 
Greatest enemy is SELF; worship at the altar of self-gratification, self-glorification 
 
Need these moments where we identify our idols and denounce them. 
 
Not to us, O Lord, not to us, But to Your name give glory Because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.  
Psalm 115:1 
 
Through the cross let’s affirm our trust in God’s goodness and His power 


