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―Sinners Condemned‖ 
Romans 1:18-32 

 

 
God is right - in all that He is and all that He does. God‘s ―right-ness‖ is revealed 
in the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is the fulfillment of His covenant promises 

through Abraham to the entire world. But God is also right in His condemnation 
of mankind‘s utter, degenerative sinfulness. It is this active rejection of God and 

His self-revelation that makes the work of Christ so absolutely necessary for all 
of mankind. 

 

―What comes to our minds when we think about God the most important thing about us.‖       
—A.W. Tozer  

 
―I read in a periodical the other day that the fundamental thing is how we think of God. By 
God Himself, it is not!  How God thinks of us is not only more important, but infinitely 

more important. Indeed, how we think of Him is of no importance except insofar as it is 
related to how He thinks of us.‖  —C.S. Lewis  

 
Righteousness of God 
 

– Righteous in WHO HE IS 
– Righteous in WHAT HE DOES  

 
Deuteronomy 32:4 
The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and 

without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.  
 

The gospel reveals the righteousness of God by saving all who believe. 
 

Big Idea: God is proven right by making all things right through the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

 

Outline of Romans 
 

• RIGHTEOUS in judgment (1:18-3:20) 
• RIGHTEOUS in justification (3:21-5:21)  
• RIGHTEOUS in sanctification (6-8) 

• RIGHTEOUS in history (9-11) 
• RIGHTEOUS through our lives (12-16) 

 
Mankind has rejected God’s righteousness 
 

• By suppressing revealed truth (1:18-20) 
 

Psalm 19:1–4 
The heavens declare the glory of God; the sky displays his handiwork. Day after day 
it speaks out; night after night it reveals his greatness. There is no actual speech or 



word, nor is its voice literally heard. Yet its voice echoes throughout the earth; its 
words carry to the distant horizon.  

 
―My religious feeling takes the form of a rapturous amazement of nature‘s law which 

reveals an intelligence of such superiority that compared with it all the systems of 
thinking and acting of human beings are an utterly insignificant reflection.‖   
—Albert Einstein  

 
―But let us admit that no matter how small the chance, it could happen, one molecule 

could be created by such astronomical odds of chance. However, one molecule is of 
no use. Hundreds of millions of identical ones are necessary.  Thus we either admit 
the miracle or doubt the absolute truth of science.‖  —Pierre Lecomte du Nouy   

 
• By exchanging God for idols (1:21-23) 

 
―A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to your life that, should you 
lose it, your life would feel hardly worth living… An idol is whatever you look at and 

say, in your heart of hearts, ‗If I have that, then I‘ll feel my life has meaning, then I‘ll 
know I have value, then I‘ll feel significant and secure.‘ There are many ways to 

describe that kind of relationship to something, but perhaps the best one is worship.‖  
—Timothy Keller    

 
God has released mankind to the consequences 
 

• Worship of self (1:24-25) 

• Perversion of self (1:26-27) 

• Corruption of society (1:28-32) 
 

Exchanged truth for the lie 

 God gave them over 
 Blindness toward God 

Exchanged natural function 
 God gave them over 
 Blindness toward self 

Disregarded knowledge of God 
 God gave them over 

 Blindness toward others 
 
Application 

• Look inward – Repentance  

• Look outward – Compassion  

• Look on creation – Worship  
 


