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“Homosexuality and the Righteousness of God” 
Romans 1:26-27 

 

 
How does God's Word answer the key questions concerning homosexuality, 
including: Where does same-sex attraction come from - nature, nurture, or 

choice? Is homosexuality a sin; and if so, is it worse than other sins? Can 
homosexual behavior and orientation be changed? Why must we take a 

public stand on this issue? What should you do if you struggle or if someone 
you love struggles with homosexuality?  

 

Parent warning: This sermon covers adult topics that may not be appropriate for 
children under 10 years of age. 

 
Why are we talking about homosexuality this morning? 

1. One of the defining cultural issues of our day 

a. Entertainment 

i. 1997 Ellen came out of the closet on her show. Cancelled next year. 

ii. Hard to find TV show without a gay character; 

b. Education 

i. Last week: Ft Worth, TX, 14 year old Dakota Ary was given one day in-

school suspension & two days full suspension for stating that he believes 

homosexuality is wrong. Later rescinded so he could play in football game. 

ii. Some states moving toward mandatory education of grade school children 

about the legitimacy of homosexual lifestyle 

c. Law 

i. Homosexual sex illegal in Texas until 2003. Now legal in every state 

ii. Gay marriage legal in 6 states and DC 

d. Religion 

i. 5 major Christian denominations sanction ordination of homosexuals and 

gay marriage. 

e. Pew Research Center: 70% of the grandparent generation feel that 

homosexuality is always wrong, only 43% of those born after 1981 feel that it‟s 

always wrong.  

2. Most of us are personally affected – you consider yourself homosexual; family member 

or friend 

 You discover a friend is homosexual. Should you remain his friend? Can God bring 

healing? If God can only manage the easy struggles, He is not a very big God. What 

if this friend is making really bad choices. How should you respond? 

3. Church has not always responded with grace   

 As homosexuality has become more accepted, regard homosexuals as the enemy; 

fear and condemnation 

 Westboro Baptist Church, Topeka, KS. Pickets events where the issue of 

homosexuality is discussed. Church motto: “God hates homosexuals” 

 Genuine, biblical response to this cultural issue is not being heard.  

o John 3:16 

o God would not condemn violence done to homosexuals in His name 

o Homosexual? Christ died for you, just as He died for me 

o What I want you to hear this morning is both grace and truth 

 

What does the word “homosexual” mean? 

A. Same sex attraction – feelings of physical or emotional attraction 



B. Same sex identification 

 Attraction becomes so dominant a force in someone‟s life 

 Whether or not a person acts upon desires and self-identity 

C. Same sex behavior 

 

The first question in people‟s minds: (but not the most important question) 

Where does homosexual attraction come from? Nature, Nurture, Choice 

1. Choice.  WRONG 

a. No one wakes up one morning and says, “I choose to be attracted to people of 

the same sex.” 

b. Choose behaviors, but don‟t directly choose attractions 

c. Behaviors will reinforce attractions 

i. Dr. Marc Breedlove (Mich State Univ) “These findings give us proof for what 

we theoretically know to be the case – that sexual experience can alter the 

structure of the brain, just as genes can alter it. It is possible that differences 

in sexual behavior cause, rather than are caused by, differences in the brain.” 

d. Choose to give in to sexual temptation, it will grow stronger 

2. Heredity/Nature/Genetic 

a. Simon LeVay (published 1991). Study used to proclaim the existence of a “gay 

gene.” “I did not prove that homosexuality is genetic, or find a genetic cause for 

being gay. I didn‟t show that gay men are born that way, the most common 

mistake people make in interpreting my work. Nor did I locate a gay center in the 

brain.” 

b. Bailey and Pillard twins study (published 1991) 

i. 52% of the time both identical twins were homosexual 

ii. High correlation used to argue genetic cause of homosexuality 

iii. Should be 100%. Identical twins have identical genes. If one has blue 

eyes, so will the other 

c. No evidence supporting a genetic cause for homosexuality 

d. EVERYONE is born heterosexual 

i. Born male or female. Born biologically heterosexual. 

e. Sin has affected our DNA – physiological and psychological effects 

i. Physical examples 

 Poor eyesight or hearing. Adam and Even did not need glasses 

 Heart disease 

 Diabetes 

ii. Behavioral disorders 

 Obesity 

 Alcoholism  

f. Conclusion: Even if sin has affected DNA, we are responsible for our choices 

i. Alcoholic: you can choose not to drink 

ii. Diabetic: you can choose not to eat sugar; exercise regularly 

iii. Heterosexual desire: don‟t commit adultery 

g. So what does cause the attraction? COMPLEX set of factors 

i. May include genetics 

ii. Choices 

iii. Nearly always includes environmental factors. Most people who experience 

same sex attraction come from homes with some type of dysfunction. 

 

3. Nurture/History/Environment 

Most common correlated factor is family dysfunction 

a. lack of bonding with the parent who shares your gender 

i. Nearly 70% of gender confused boys do not have a good father at home – 

don‟t have a father who loves them and teaches them what it means to be 

a man 

ii. 101 Frequently Asked Questions About Homosexuality, pp 102-103 



iii. As a result, they may connect and identify much more with mom, and 

they may begin to long for the affection of men 

b. often – abuse  

i. 46% of homosexual men report being molested by another man as a child 

– way above national average 

ii. One study showed that 90% of lesbian women had experienced some 

form of abuse as a child, usually at the hands of men. 

c. Other:  

i. Exposure to pornography and media 

ii. Personality and temperament; sensitive child. Changes reaction of others. 

Two kids growing up in same house can have different experience 

iii. Peer harassment  

iv. Negative body image 

d. Parents: did you cause your child to become homosexual? NO 

4. Conclusion 

a. “Prominent research teams Byne & Parsons, and Friedman & Downey…concluded 

that there was no evidence to support a biological theory, but rather that 

homosexuality could be best explained by an alternative model where 

„temperamental and personality traits interact with the familial and social milieu 

as the individual‟s sexuality emerges.‟” From testimony by Dr. Jeffrey Satinover, 

2003 

b. “[There is a] false assumption that homosexuality is either innate and 

unchangeable, or a „lifestyle choice‟ and changeable at will. It is neither: It is 

most often a deeply-embedded condition that develops over many years, 

beginning long before the development of moral and self-awareness, and is 

genuinely experienced by the individual as though it was never absent in one 

form or another. It is, in other words, similar to most human characteristics, and 

shares with them the typical possibilities for, and difficulties in, achieving 

sustained change.” From testimony by Dr. Jeffrey Satinover, 2003 

c. Where an attraction or temptation comes from is not the most important issue, 

but how we respond. 

 

Biblically, is homosexuality a sin? 

 

Forgone conclusion to many of you. But it is debated among some Christians 

 

Gene Robinson, first ordained openly gay bishop (2003, New Hampshire) of a major 

denomination. “the question is, are there any answers there for what we‟re asking 

today, which is the rightfulness of faithful monogamous lifelong-intentioned relationships 

between people of the same sex, and the bible simply does not address that.” 

 

6 passages clearly and directly address the issue, including story of Sodom and 

Gomorrah. We will only look a few of them. 

 

Old Testament 

 Lev 18:22. You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is an 

abomination. 

 Lev 20:13. ‘If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with a woman, 

both of them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be put to death. 

Their bloodguiltiness is upon them. 

 What would Gene Robinson say? 

o Only condemning the practice when tied to worship 

 Rebuttal 

o Context: overall purity of the community; not just worship 

 Argument from homosexual advocates 

o Lots of things in OT we no longer are bound to obey 



o E.g. don‟t wear clothing with 2 different kinds of thread 

 Rebuttal 

o 2 threads not a “moral” issue; lower penalty; illustration of “holiness” or 

distinction 

o NT does not reiterate teaching on 2 threads 

o NT affirms OT moral teaching – murder, adultery, homosexuality 

New Testament 

 1 Cor 6:9-10; cf. 1 Tim. 1:9-10. ...Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor 

idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the 

covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of 

God. 

o Not saying Christians never commit these sins 

 People who have no other identity than their sinful practices 

 BELIEVERS in Corinth struggled with some of these sins 

o “Effeminate” = mistranslation. Not a man who has feminine mannerisms 

 Passive male partner in homosexual act. Plays the part of the 

woman. 

o “homosexual” = lit. “a man who takes other men to bed.” Dominant male 

partner in homosexual act. 

o 2 men commit homosexual act, BOTH are sinning 

 Not just men, but also a sin for women 

o Rom 1:26-27 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; 

for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is 

unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural 

function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, 

men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own 

persons the due penalty of their error. 

 Argument from homosexual advocates; e.g. Gene Robinson 

o Roman culture accepted homosexuality, pederasty (intimate relationship 

between adult and adolescent boy) 

o Roman culture condemned homosexual prostitution 

o Therefore, Paul arguing against homosexual prostitution 

 Rebuttal: prostitution is not the context.  

o Sexual immorality in all forms 

o Greek words are clear – sin for both men and women 

 

Biblical conclusion 

a. Behavior, not attraction is the issue 

o Leviticus, Romans 1, 1 Cor, 1 Timothy all about behavior 

b. Temptation is not sin.  

 James 1:14–15 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and 

enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin…. 

c. Martin Luther, "You can't stop the birds from flying over your head, but you can 

stop them from nesting in your hair." 

 

Is homosexual behavior worse than other sins?  

 Any sin separates a person from God. “All sins are equal” 

o 1 Cor 6 – list includes stealing, drunknennes, coveting 

o Romans 1 – starts with not honoring God, giving thanks, idolatry; ends with 

promoting sin and immorality 

o 1 Tim 1:15-16 

o Jesus had compassion for prostitutes and the woman caught in adultery; for 

the immoral 

o He poured out His anger on the self-righteous 

 You are not second class person because this is your struggle 

 Right response: grace and truth 



 

Why call homosexuality sin? 

1. Bible calls it sin 

2. To lead people to the cross 

 We only know we need a Savior when we understand that we are sinners! 

3. To warn people of the consequences 

a. Romans 1 – against nature => terrible consequences 

b. Romans 1:27 …men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their 

own persons the due penalty of their error. 

c. 1 Cor 6:18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the 

body, but the immoral man sins against his own body (God’s temple). 

d. Sexual sins are among the most devastating 

4. Evidence of negative effects on the body is overwhelming 

a. Higher rates of STDs: 

i. One survey showed 78% of homosexuals have had at least one STD 

ii. Although homosexuals comprise less than 5% of the population they 

account for half of the nation‟s cases of syphilis and more than half of the 

cases of gonorrhea. 

iii. Faithful, monogamous homosexual couples is a myth.  

Average 49 partners in a lifetime; 

8-12% of homosexuals have more than 500 partners in a lifetime. 

b. Higher rates of depression and suicide: 

i. rate of depression among homosexuals is 50% higher than the general 

population 

ii. one study concluded that the risk of suicide was 3x higher 

iii. “If society were more accepting, these higher rates would disappear.” 

 Rates as high in countries that approve and promote homosexuality 

and gay marriage like NETHERLANDS 

c. Shorter life expectancy:  

i. one study: average life expectancy for gay men = 42;  

gay women = 49 (approximately 30 year reduction)  

1. true even if AIDS, which is common among heterosexual men, is 

removed from the equation 

ii. another study: ongoing homosexual behavior can reduce a person‟s life by 

up to 20 years 

d. Conclusion: if you love someone, you tell him or her the truth 

 

Can homosexual behavior be stopped? 

1. YES. Just as all other sinful behavior can be overcome 

a. Even secular studies confirm 

2. 1 Corinthians 6:11. Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were 

sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of 

our God. 

3. 1 Cor 10:13 

4. The alcoholic can stop drinking 

 

Can homosexual attraction be changed? 

- Phil 2:12-13  

o “to do” = our actions, behaviors – God in us, the Sprit, empowers holy actions. 

But that‟s not all He does... 

o “to will” = our desires – as we obey, the Spirit is also in the process of reshaping 

our desires so that we desire sin less and obedience more. 

o Through our obedience and the Spirit‟s reshaping of our minds and hearts, old 

temptations begin to fade and new desires begin to grow. 

- Now 2 important caveats... 

1) new desires may or may not include heterosexual desires. 



 For those who see change in their lives, the goal was not heterosexuality 

but holiness. 

 God does not promise to replace homosexual desires with heterosexual 

desires. But He does promise that, if you obey, He will grow desires in you 

towards obedient holiness. 

2) old desires may not fully disappear in this life 

 True for all of us. God may fully remove our old, sinful desires in this 

lifetime, but usually He doesn‟t.  

 Patterns of vulnerability – heredity, history, choices 

 The Christian life is not a life of ease, it‟s a life of warfare 

 The more we walk in holiness, the less power those temptations have in 

our lives 

 

What do I do if I struggle in this area? 

- 3 things to remember: 

o the temptation is not sin, only the behavior is 

o this struggle does NOT define you – it is not your identity – your identity is child 

of God made in His image 

o there is hope – change is possible 

- 3 things to do: 

o flee tempting situations & people 

 don‟t set yourself up for failure 

o be accountable to someone safe 

 sin grows when it‟s left in the dark 

 share your struggle with someone safe – usually someone of the same 

gender who doesn‟t struggle with it 

o get expert help 

 often same-sex attraction comes out of dysfunction or abuse in one‟s 

earlier life. If that‟s the case for you, get professional help to work 

through the pain and damage that‟s been done to you. Come talk to one 

of us on staff – we can point you to a great counselor. 

 you can also get help through an organization called EXODUS 

INTERNATIONAL – the world‟s largest organization dedicated to helping 

individuals and families impacted by homosexuality. Led by those who‟ve 

overcome this struggle in their own lives. 

 exodusinternational.org – lots and lots of resources 

 

What do I say to others who struggle? 

- Relax 

o Especially hard if it‟s your child struggling 

o Remember, growth and healing are possible as with all areas of sin. 

- Re-educate yourself 

o 101 Frequently Asked Questions about Homosexuality, Mike Haley 

o exodusinternational.org – lots of resources for parents, friends, and spouses of 

those struggling with homosexuality 

- Reach out in grace and truth 

o God’s Grace and the Homosexual Next Door, Alan Chambers 

o Truth because it is sin and it is destructive 

o Grace because we all have sinned 

 



Questions	  for	  Romans	  Sermon	  #5	  –	  1:26-‐27	  –	  Homosexuality	  
	  
Note:	  these	  questions	  have	  been	  written	  for	  small	  groups	  studying	  Romans	  together.	  You	  can	  
also	  adapt	  these	  questions	  for	  your	  family	  or	  for	  personal	  study.	  
	  
Group	  leaders:	  Do	  not	  limit	  yourself	  to	  these	  questions.	  You	  know	  your	  group	  best,	  so	  you	  are	  
more	  likely	  to	  come	  up	  with	  the	  questions	  that	  will	  really	  energize	  your	  discussion	  of	  the	  
passage.	  And	  do	  not	  feel	  like	  you	  need	  to	  answer	  all	  of	  the	  questions	  below.	  Pick	  and	  choose	  as	  
you	  see	  fit.	  
	  
Special	  note:	  This	  sermon	  topic	  requires	  special	  sensitivity.	  Please	  remember	  that	  there	  
may	  be	  people	  in	  your	  own	  group	  who	  personally	  struggle	  with	  homosexuality	  or	  have	  loved	  
ones	  that	  do.	  	  
	  

• Read	  Romans	  1:26-‐27	  
	  

• Review:	  how	  do	  these	  verses	  fit	  into	  the	  overall	  context	  of	  1:18-‐32?	  What	  is	  the	  big	  
idea	  of	  the	  larger	  passage?	  

	  
• Review	  the	  3-‐part	  definition	  of	  the	  term	  “homosexuality”:	  attraction,	  identity,	  and	  

behavior.	  What	  is	  the	  distinction	  between	  each?	  
	  

• For	  the	  following	  questions	  about	  same-‐sex	  attraction,	  see	  Romans	  6:15-‐19,	  1	  
Corinthians	  10:13,	  Philippians	  2:12-‐13,	  and	  James	  1:13-‐15.	  

o Is	  same-‐sex	  attraction	  a	  sin?	  Why	  or	  why	  not?	  
o What	  effect	  do	  our	  choices	  today	  have	  on	  our	  future	  desires	  and	  

temptations?	  
o Can	  same-‐sex	  attraction	  be	  diminished?	  If	  so,	  how?	  

	  
• Biblically	  speaking,	  same-‐sex	  identity	  (“I	  am	  gay	  /	  lesbian	  /	  bisexual”)	  is	  not	  so	  

much	  a	  sin	  as	  it	  is	  a	  serious	  error,	  even	  a	  lie.	  Biblically	  speaking,	  what	  is	  our	  true	  
“identity”?	  What	  defines	  our	  identity	  in	  God’s	  eyes?	  Read	  1	  Corinthians	  6:9-‐11.	  
	  

• Read	  the	  other	  three	  key	  passages	  that	  prohibit	  homosexual	  behavior:	  Leviticus	  
18:22	  and	  20:13,	  and	  1	  Corinthians	  6:9-‐10.	  How	  would	  you	  respond	  to	  those	  who	  
dismiss	  the	  Leviticus	  passages	  by	  saying	  that	  they	  are	  within	  a	  book	  full	  of	  outdated	  
commands,	  many	  of	  which	  we	  are	  no	  longer	  obligated	  to	  keep	  (e.g.	  do	  not	  weave	  
multiple	  types	  of	  thread	  together	  in	  your	  clothing)?	  

	  
• Many,	  though	  not	  all,	  who	  experience	  same-‐sex	  attraction	  come	  from	  backgrounds	  

that	  were	  dysfunctional	  in	  some	  way.	  Often	  this	  dysfunction	  was	  due	  to	  either	  a	  lack	  
of	  connection	  to	  the	  same-‐gender	  parent	  or	  due	  to	  emotional,	  physical,	  or	  sexual	  
abuse.	  What	  hope	  do	  the	  following	  passages	  give	  to	  a	  person	  who	  has	  experienced	  
dysfunction	  or	  abuse	  in	  their	  past?	  

o Psalm	  68:5-‐6	  



o Romans	  8:26-‐32	  
o 2	  Corinthians	  1:3-‐5	  
o 2	  Corinthians	  5:17	  

	  
• We	  should	  not	  be	  surprised	  that	  we	  will	  be	  out	  of	  step	  with	  our	  culture	  when	  we	  

take	  a	  stand	  on	  moral	  issues	  such	  as	  homosexuality.	  How	  should	  we	  as	  Christians	  
engage	  our	  friends,	  families	  and	  communities	  in	  a	  truthful,	  gracious	  and	  loving	  
manner?	  

	  
• According	  to	  the	  following	  passages,	  how	  should	  we	  respond	  when	  we	  are	  ridiculed	  

and	  even	  abused	  for	  our	  beliefs?	  
o Matthew	  5:9-‐12	  
o Matthew	  5:38-‐48	  

	  
• All	  of	  us	  struggle	  with	  sin	  and	  temptation	  and,	  therefore,	  need	  to	  be	  vigilant	  in	  our	  

battle	  with	  sin.	  How	  are	  you	  doing	  personally	  in	  each	  of	  the	  following	  steps	  of	  God’s	  
battle	  plan	  against	  sin?	  (may	  be	  best	  to	  divide	  into	  same-‐gender	  groups	  to	  cover	  this	  
question)	  

o Pray	  for	  God’s	  help	  daily.	  
o Immerse	  yourself	  in	  God’s	  Word	  (reading	  it,	  studying	  it,	  AND	  memorizing	  it).	  
o Participate	  in	  regular	  accountability	  that	  addresses	  the	  temptations	  you	  

struggle	  with.	  
o Serve	  God	  in	  some	  area	  of	  ministry	  that	  utilizes	  your	  unique	  spiritual	  gifts	  

and	  abilities	  (make	  God	  and	  His	  service	  the	  center	  of	  your	  life,	  not	  your	  
struggle	  with	  particular	  sins).	  

	  
	  


