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Love Between Weak and Strong 
Romans 14:1-15:6 

 

 
In matters of conscience, we are accountable only to God. Therefore, do not 
judge one another, but accept one another, love one another, live for the benefit 

of one another just as Christ has done for you. 
 

Biblical or cultural? Black & white or a matter of conscience? 
• Christians should never drink alcohol. 
• Communion should always be served with wine. 

• Christians should meet regularly for instruction, encouragement and worship. 
• Christians should meet every week on Sunday before noon. 

• Christians should never listen to secular music. 
• Christians should never get tattoos (unless it is a fish symbol). 
• Christians should avoid every appearance of evil.  

• Christians should never smoke. 
• Ashtrays shouldn’t be available in Christian homes. 

• Women should wear hats in church. 
• All Christian families should send their kids to public schools.  
• All Christian families should teach their kids at home.  

• What is wrong for one Christian is wrong for all.  
 

What were the issues in Paul’s day? 
1. On which day should Christians worship? 
2. Can a Christian in good conscience eat “unclean” food? 

3. Can a Christian in good conscience drink “unclean” wine?  
 

Can Christians eat “unclean” food? 
1. Absolutely not. 

– “Judgmental” Christian 
2. Certainly yes. 

– “Stronger” Christian 

– “Condescending” Christian 
3. Probably not...but unsure 

– “Weaker” Christian 
– “Vulnerable” Christian 

4. It depends 

– “Stronger” Christian 
 

Don’t look down, lift up 
“Accept” 
“Regard with contempt” 

“Judge” 
 

God is our Judge...  
1. and we are accepted by Him 
2. and not one another 



 
For I, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged 

him who has so committed this, as though I were present...For what have I to do 
with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? 

—1 Corinthians 5:5,12  

3. and we are accepted by Him 
4. and not one another 

5. because we belong to Him 
6. and He will reveal all things  

 
Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord 
comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose 

the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from 
God.  —1 Corinthians 4:5  

 
Don’t trip up, build up 

 

“Stumble” 
 

But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to 
the weak. For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, 

will not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols? 
—1 Corinthians 8:9–10  

1. We live in a new era 

 “Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot 
defile him, because it does not go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is 

eliminated?” (Thus He declared all foods clean.) —Mark 7:18–19 

2. We are still obligated to love  
 

Application 
1. Are your standards of righteousness personal or biblical? 

2. Are you exercising your freedoms in love? 
 


