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“Sinners Condemned” 
Romans 1:18-32 

 

 
God is right - in all that He is and all that He does. Unfortunately, we are not. 
Out of a deep and abiding love for sin, humanity has willingly rejected God. As a 

result, we all deserve God’s righteous wrath - His righteous anger against sin 
put into action against sinners. Humanity is not okay; we are not getting by; we 

are not getting better. Our only hope is to turn to God in faith and find 
deliverance through Christ from the downward spiral of sin and wrath. 

 
Turn to Romans 1 

What would be the worst job to have?  

- cleaning out cobra habitats in a 3rd world zoo 

- holding up shooting targets in a communist country  

- chewing cud for an elderly horse  

- deodorant tester – no paycheck worth that experience 

 

To me, personally, worst job = oncologist 

- “Pastor” has its bad days & tough conversations 

- But nothing compared to you – I can’t imagine how hard it is 

o Someone came in thinking indigestion, ulcer, virus – no, it’s cancer 

 

If I ever need one of you – I want a doctor who will shoot straight 

- no sugarcoating – don’t need a hug, tears  

- tell me the truth even when it’s incredibly bad news 

 

That’s what our passage will do this morning – bad news unfiltered 

- Paul shows definitively that all human beings are suffering from something far worse than 

cancer 

 

Now to set us up for that bad news, we need to do a quick review... READ 1:16-17 

 

Review Big Idea of Romans: The gospel reveals the righteousness of God 

- God’s righteousness = 

o Who He is: right, true, holy, good, perfect  

o What He does: faithful to who He is and to what He’s promised 

- Specifically, what has He promised in the gospel? To save all who believe 

o gospel = power of God unto salvation for all who believe 

o save = far more than get to heaven = make all things right 

- God is proven right by making all things right through the gospel.  

 

- Here’s how that big idea plays out – outline... 

 

RIGHTEOUS: God and His Gospel in Romans 

- RIGHTEOUS in judgment: (1:18-3:20)  

- RIGHTEOUS in justification: (3:21 – ch5)  

- RIGHTEOUS in sanctification: (ch 6-8) 

- RIGHTEOUS in history: (ch 9-11)  

- RIGHTEOUS in my life: (ch 12-16)  

 

Begin first section this morning – here for next 4 weeks 



This is the bad news: God is righteous in condemning humanity 

- Why 4 wks on the bad news?  

o Only way to appreciate the good news that follows 

o ill: buying a diamond – black velvet – makes you appreciate it 

- So, for 4 weeks, we’re going to be in the dark.  

o Paul walks humanity through the devastating diagnosis of sin 

o We are not okay, not getting by, not getting better 

o We have no hope apart from the gospel 

 

That bad news begins in v18... READ v18 

 

The bad news is about “wrath” 

 

- wrath against whom? All who sin.  

o next 2 chapters will prove: not just murders, tyrants, drug dealers 

o God’s response to any and all who sin – which is all of us 

 

- God’s wrath = God’s anger against sin put into action 

o sin makes God angry 

 unavoidable – sin is evil and destructive; a holy God can’t ignore that – must 

get angry 

 anger is God’s internal response towards sin 

 fortunately, He is “slow to anger” 

o But if sin continues, it overflows in wrath 

 wrath = God’s anger overflowing into action against sinners 

 wrath = anger in action 

o not like typical human wrath 

 Boss I once had – explosive temper – out of control 

o God’s wrath  

 always controlled, fully justified – never arbitrary or explosive 

 And yet always terrifying – the last place you want to be 

 God is infinite, Almighty, and Holy and so is His wrath  

o This is exceedingly bad news for us 

 

- Notice: present tense verb – God’s wrath is present  

- ...but it is also future 

o read 2:5 – judgment day coming – stored-up wrath will be released like water from a 

breached dam 

- God’s wrath against sinful humanity is both present and future 

 

The bad news: sinful human beings are under God’s wrath, both present & future 

 

Sounds really HARSH!! 

- Sure humanity’s not perfect, but we’re not that bad 

o Most convinced: we deserve His love, not His wrath 

- How can Paul say we all deserve wrath – so unfair! 

 

Crucial question that v18 raises: Why does humanity deserve God’s wrath?  

 

 Paul’s answer comes in 2 parts... 

 

- 1) Because God revealed Himself in grace... 

o read v18-20 

o God’s revelation to humanity did not begin w/ wrath – began w/ truth  

 In grace, revealed Himself through the universe He has made. 

 



o What has He revealed about Himself in creation? 

 v20: “divine nature” – that God exists  

 Walking along the beach, stumble upon a pocket watch...  

 Never think, “What an amazing product of chance...” 

 order, beauty, complexity, functionality make it certain that it was 

created by someone of great skill  

 So it is with the universe – the further science probes, the more we 

see His skill 

 That’s true of all areas of science – even evolutionary biology – life not 

only reproduces itself, but improves itself over time as conditions 

change – brilliant design! 

 v20: His eternal power –no minor deity – He is awesome 

 Psalm 19:1-2 – knowledge of God’s glory - worthy of praise  

 Ac 14:17: His goodness  

 

o Creation does not reveal everything about God, but it reveals enough!  

o And that revelation of God in creation is... 

 Unavoidable – v19 God made it “evident” – not hidden 

 Understandable – v20 “clearly seen” – emphasis on clarity – not hard to 

understand these truths about God in creation 

o So God’s first act towards humanity = grace, not wrath 

o And how do human beings respond?  

 

- 2) ...and humanity chose to reject Him 

o read v21a 

o “did not honor” = did not glorify/acknowledge Him as God 

o “did not give thanks” – creation should lead to gratefulness 

o read v28a “to test so as to approve”  

 humanity does not approve God as passing their test.  

 Dismiss God as worthless, second-rate, ignorable 

 

o And now the crucial question: Why does humanity reject God?  

 Clear: Not b/c we don’t have enough information! 

 v18 “suppress” = stifle, restrain, bury  

o have to, b/c it’s right in their face 

 v21 – “knew Him”  

o whether admit it or not, they know He’s there 

o may be buried under layers of self-deception 

 Conclusion: v20 – humanity is without excuse  

o applies to anyone w/ mental capacity to see God in creation 

(not babies or severely mentally handicapped) 

o For rest of us – we can’t claim ignorance 

 What that means: no human will be condemned by God due to 

lack of information 

o If a person is under God’s wrath, it’s not b/c God held out on 

them 

o it’s because they chose to reject the truth 

 Again I ask – why did they choose to reject Him? 

 v18b – “by means of unrighteousness”  

 b/c of sin - we suppress truth because we love sin 

 true of all human beings by nature: we prefer the pleasures of sin 

to the power of truth.  

o Few will admit that 

 With our cherished sins in hand, we bury the truth 



 Implication when sharing faith with atheist or agnostic: 

According to Rom 1, atheism is ultimately a heart issue, not a 

head issue 

 humans suppress truth b/c of sin, not b/c of logic or science. 

 Won’t admit that; probably don’t realize it themselves 

 Pray for a change of heart 

 

- All of humanity deserves God’s wrath b/c we rejected Him out of love for sin 

o Buried His gracious truth under a mountain of sin. 

 

And so, God’s wrath comes - rest of the passage describes the present manifestation of that wrath 

- in the future, a terrifying day of judgment 

- But what does it look like now? 

 

What is the result of God’s present wrath? Subject of v21-32 

- The key phrase in this section = “God gave them over” – 3x 

o v24 – to their lusts 

o v26 – to their degrading passions 

o v28 – to the depravity of their minds 

o “Gave them over”= “to hand over, turn over, give up a person”  

 t.t. for handing someone over to the police or courts 

 God hands those who reject Him over to the mastery of the sin they love so it 

can wreak havoc in their lives 

o It’s as if God is holding on to a rope...  

o God’s present wrath – passive – not active intervention 

o removes His protective hand & allows sin to run its course of destruction. 

 

And Paul describes that course of destruction – sin... 

 

- destroys their minds (read v21-23) 

o v21 – “became futile in their speculations”  

 = worthless in their reasoning ability  

 can think, but can’t think about the right things  

 passive – this is what sin does to them 

o “foolish heart was darkened”  

 “heart” = their thoughts, emotions, will 

 it all becomes darkened, clouded – fog descends 

 Can no longer see the world or themselves as they truly are 

o “professing to be wise, they became fools”  

 may be incredibly smart – but lack wisdom 

 “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” 

o v23 - Folly reaches its pinnacle in idolatry – stupidest of all sins 

 v23 drips with irony and absurdity 

 exchanged what is infinitely valuable for what is absolutely worthless 

 The ultimate fool’s choice: exchange what can give us hope and peace for 

what cannot 

o Sin makes fools of us – makes us less human – more like unthinking animals 

 

- destroys their bodies (read v24-27) 

o v24-25 – the sexual immorality that went with pagan idolatry  

o v26-27 – Paul focuses particularly on homosexuality 

 not b/c it’s worse than other forms of sexual immorality 

 but b/c it’s the most obvious case of foolishness – exchanged what is natural 

& satisfying for what is unnatural & destructive 

o Huge issue in our society today – so next week, whole sermon on it 

 won’t be graphic 



 probably not appropriate for kids under 10 

 childcare available at both services 

 for 5th grade – JH – it’s your call 

 your kids NEED TO HEAR about this – they’re seeing it on TV, movies, 

internet, at school – everywhere – THE social issue of our generation 

 But you may want them to hear it from you 

 Childcare available for them 

o for now, note the end of v27: receive the penalty in their bodies 

 physical consequences of sin: shame; disease; addiction; if heterosexual: 

unplanned pregnancy 

 

- destroys their relationships and society at large (read v28-32) 

o List of sins towards God and towards other people 

o If we reject God, then this is what we get in our lives, in our families, in our 

businesses, in our communities, in our nation... 

o human society at its worst - Dystopia 

o Climax in v32 – cheerleaders of evil 

- Sin is its own punishment!  

- That’s why it’s wrath when God let’s humanity run after sin – because we’re running 

towards our own destruction 

 

God is righteous in condemning humanity because we are not righteous 

 

Good News: remember what came before 

- The Gospel 

o 1 Thess – Jesus “rescues us from the wrath to come.” 

- For those who have believed: THANKFULNESS!! 

o You’ve been rescued 

o Pray for those who haven’t 

 



Questions	  for	  Romans	  Sermon	  #4 - 1:18-32	  
	  
Note:	  these	  questions	  have	  been	  written	  for	  small	  groups	  studying	  Romans	  together.	  You	  can	  
also	  adapt	  these	  questions	  for	  your	  family	  or	  for	  personal	  study.	  
	  
Group	  leaders:	  Do	  not	  limit	  yourself	  to	  these	  questions.	  You	  know	  your	  group	  best,	  so	  you	  are	  
more	  likely	  to	  come	  up	  with	  the	  questions	  that	  will	  really	  energize	  your	  discussion	  of	  the	  
passage.	  And	  do	  not	  feel	  like	  you	  need	  to	  answer	  all	  of	  the	  questions	  below.	  Pick	  and	  choose	  as	  
you	  see	  fit.	  
	  

• Review	  
o What	  does	  the	  word	  “righteous”	  mean?	  
o What	  does	  the	  Bible	  mean	  when	  it	  says	  that	  God	  is	  righteous?	  See	  Psalm	  

11:7;	  Dt.	  32:4.	  
• Read	  Romans	  1:18-‐32	  
• Questions	  about	  God’s	  wrath...	  

o Explain	  in	  your	  own	  words	  what	  the	  “wrath	  of	  God”	  is.	  	  
o Why	  must	  God	  respond	  to	  sin	  with	  anger	  and	  wrath?	  For	  help,	  turn	  to	  

Deuteronomy	  32:4	  and	  Isaiah	  6:1-‐5.	  
o What	  would	  you	  say	  to	  the	  person	  who	  claims	  that	  the	  wrath	  of	  God	  is	  unfair	  

–	  that	  most	  people	  deserve	  God’s	  love,	  not	  His	  wrath?	  
o How	  would	  you	  prove	  biblically	  that	  belief	  in	  the	  gospel	  delivers	  a	  person	  

from	  the	  wrath	  of	  God?	  What	  verses	  would	  you	  turn	  to?	  
• Questions	  about	  God’s	  revelation	  through	  creation...	  

o What	  can	  we	  know	  about	  God	  simply	  from	  creation?	  (Your	  answers	  can	  be	  
based	  on	  scripture	  or	  personal	  observation	  and	  experience).	  

o Why	  do	  you	  believe	  that	  the	  God	  of	  the	  Bible	  exists?	  What	  has	  persuaded	  you	  
to	  believe?	  

o Is	  God’s	  revelation	  of	  Himself	  in	  creation	  sufficient	  to	  save	  a	  person?	  In	  other	  
words,	  if	  a	  person	  sees	  through	  creation	  that	  God	  exists,	  is	  powerful,	  glorious,	  
and	  good,	  and	  chooses	  to	  believe	  that	  information,	  will	  that	  person	  be	  saved	  
even	  if	  they	  never	  learn	  anything	  else	  about	  God?	  Why	  or	  why	  not?	  See	  Acts	  
4:10-‐12.	  	  

o How	  does	  Romans	  1:18-‐32	  help	  you	  answer	  the	  question,	  “What	  will	  become	  
of	  the	  righteous,	  sincere	  seeker	  who	  never	  hears	  the	  gospel?”	  Note:	  This	  
argument	  is	  a	  “straw	  man.”	  There	  will	  never	  be	  a	  “righteous”	  person	  who	  
sincerely	  seeks	  for	  God	  but	  never	  receives	  adequate	  revelation	  from	  God	  to	  
be	  saved.	  God	  is	  passionate	  about	  revealing	  Himself,	  not	  hiding	  Himself.	  See	  
John	  6:44,	  Acts	  17:24-‐28	  and	  Jeremiah	  29:13.	  	  

o Why	  do	  some	  people,	  like	  us,	  respond	  to	  God’s	  revelation	  in	  belief	  while	  most	  
do	  not?	  Are	  we	  wiser	  or	  more	  godly	  than	  most	  people?	  See	  John	  6:44,	  2	  Cor	  
4:3-‐4,	  Eph	  1:3-‐6,	  and	  2	  Peter	  1:1.	  

o If	  God’s	  revelation	  of	  Himself	  is	  so	  obvious,	  why	  do	  you	  think	  that	  seemingly	  
intelligent	  and	  rational	  people	  can	  reject	  His	  existence?	  What	  does	  Paul	  say	  



about	  the	  relationship	  between	  moral	  choices	  and	  mankind’s	  rational	  
capacities?	  

o In	  what	  other	  ways	  has	  God	  revealed	  Himself	  (Heb.	  1:1-‐3;	  Psalm	  19:7-‐14)?	  
• Idolatry	  is	  not	  just	  a	  problem	  for	  unbelievers.	  All	  of	  us	  are	  tempted	  to	  worship	  idols.	  

What	  specific	  idols	  are	  you	  tempted	  to	  worship	  with	  your	  time,	  money,	  and	  
devotion?	  To	  help	  you	  in	  this	  process,	  think	  about	  the	  following	  biblically	  accurate	  
definition	  of	  idolatry	  given	  by	  Timothy	  Keller	  in	  Counterfeit	  Gods,	  “A	  counterfeit	  god	  
is	  anything	  so	  central	  and	  essential	  to	  your	  life	  that,	  should	  you	  lose	  it,	  your	  life	  
would	  feel	  hardly	  worth	  living…	  An	  idol	  is	  whatever	  you	  look	  at	  and	  say,	  in	  your	  
heart	  of	  hearts,	  ‘If	  I	  have	  that,	  then	  I’ll	  feel	  my	  life	  has	  meaning,	  then	  I’ll	  know	  I	  have	  
value,	  then	  I’ll	  feel	  significant	  and	  secure.’”	  

• As	  Christians	  we	  have	  been	  delivered	  from	  the	  future	  wrath	  of	  God	  because	  we	  have	  
accepted	  the	  payment	  of	  Christ	  for	  our	  sins.	  Nevertheless,	  we	  do	  experience	  
consequences	  for	  our	  sins	  in	  this	  life.	  	  

o Although	  Paul	  wrote	  these	  verses	  specifically	  about	  non-‐believers	  who	  reject	  
God’s	  revelation,	  how	  can	  we	  as	  Christians	  take	  instruction	  from	  this	  passage	  
for	  our	  own	  lives?	  

o What	  forms	  of	  temptation	  did	  Satan	  use	  with	  Eve	  in	  the	  Garden	  (Genesis	  3)?	  
o To	  what	  forms	  of	  temptation	  are	  you	  vulnerable?	  
o How	  does	  Paul	  describe	  the	  beginning	  of	  this	  “downward	  spiral”	  of	  sin	  

(Romans	  1:20)?	  
• Application	  Questions	  

o How	  should	  this	  passage	  affect	  our	  relationships	  with	  unbelievers?	  
o How	  should	  this	  passage	  affect	  our	  engagement	  with	  our	  society,	  especially	  

in	  regards	  to	  popular	  culture	  and	  politics?	  What	  do	  we	  need	  to	  keep	  in	  mind	  
when	  we	  watch	  TV,	  movies,	  or	  other	  forms	  of	  entertainment	  that	  popular	  
culture	  produces?	  What	  do	  we	  need	  to	  keep	  in	  mind	  when	  we	  engage	  
politically	  with	  our	  society?	  

o Spend	  time	  in	  prayer	  or	  worship	  thanking	  God	  for	  providing	  a	  way	  out	  from	  
the	  doom	  of	  this	  passage	  through	  faith	  in	  His	  Son.	  

	  


