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Righteous by Faith - Part 1 
What is Faith? 

Romans 3:27-4:25 
 
 

Faith is one of the most common words in our Christian vocabulary. But what 
does it actually mean? We better know how to answer that question because, as 

Paul tells us in this passage, faith is the one and only expectation placed upon 
us to be declared “in right standing” with God. 

 
Justified by Faith – Part 1 

 

- Our twins turned 2 

o so much change since 1st birthday – especially in communication 

 Luke: “dinosaur” & “astronaut” – I‟m doing my job! 

o But still a work in progress 

 Gracie: called herself “Dowe” – didn‟t understand what it actually meant 

- We do the same thing in the church all the time 

o Use words without understanding: glory, worship, salvation 

o This morning: faith – What does it mean? 

 Seems simple – but check Barnes & Noble shelves – it‟s not – lot‟s of confusion 

o Problem because faith is so important – saw that last week... 

 

- Review: 

o Big Idea of Romans: God‟s righteousness 

o That presents a problem for us: read 1:18 

 A righteous God must punish the unrighteous – that‟s us 

o Solution: read 3:21-24 

 justification: court-room word = to be declared righteous / to be acquitted of all 

charges 

 How can God declare sinners righteous without miscarriage of justice? 

 the faithfulness of Christ – in life & in death – propitiation 

o So God‟s part in solution to sin: justification thru faithfulness of Christ 

 

- What‟s our part? Question for this week & next week 

o Hinted at in v22 – “for all who believe” 

o Stated clearly in summary verse: read 3:28 

 

- Our part in the solution to sin = faith alone 

o next week – talk about sufficiency of faith – “apart from works” 

o this week – just focus on the meaning of faith 

 

What is Faith? 

- define - Greek noun pistis („faith‟) & verb pisteuo („believe‟) = “conviction that something is 

true and therefore worthy of one‟s trust” 

- see that definition clearly in... 

o 4:21 – assurance/conviction that God will keep His promises 

o Heb 11:1 – assurance/conviction that something is true even though you can‟t see it 

yet 

- leads to 2nd question... 

 

 



Faith in What? 

- What is it that a person needs to believe in order to be justified?  

- Interesting question – answer changes depending on where you are in biblical history 

o justification always by faith 

o but required content of faith has grown as God has revealed more 

- For Abraham – 4000 years ago 

o knew nothing about Jesus 

o so what did he need to believe? read 4:18 

o God made incredible promises to Abraham – foremost = a son 

 Abe & Sarah barren & old 

o Abe needed to believe that the Creator God existed and would fulfill His promise 

o Exactly what Abe believed – read 4:21-22 

- For us 

o we know far more than Abe did – God has revealed more – so required content of 

faith is larger 

o specifically – 4:23-25 – death & resurrection of Jesus for us 

o Acts 4:12 – salvation in no one else – this is what you must believe 

 

But... what does it really mean, biblically, to believe?? 

- Idea of “faith” so prone to confusion, misunderstanding, misrepresentation 

- I want to clarify by drawing a few contrasts that will help us see... 

 

What Faith is NOT 

 

1A) Not a blind leap 

- faith often presented as if opposite of reason – abandon logic & leap 

- If that‟s what faith is, then I wouldn‟t be a Christian! 

o will not trust my eternal soul to something unreasonable 

o Illustration: Like rock climbing – requires faith, but faith based on evidence – 

research; inspect gear every time – no blind leaps when life is at stake! 

- That‟s biblical faith – decision based on evidence 

o gather evidence from creation – read Rom 1:20 

o gather evidence from history – outside of bible: secular history, ancient documents, 

archeological evidence 

 e.g. shows that it‟s more reasonable to believe that Jesus died and rose from the 

dead than that He didn‟t! 

- So much evidence for existence of God, reliability of scripture, truth of resurrection – shows 

that it‟s reasonable to believe 

- Two resources: 

o our website grace-bible.org (Leader Resources) 

o probe ministries (probe.org) 

- but possible to err in the opposite direction... 

 

1B) Not certainty or proof 

- faith = conviction, not certainty – we can‟t prove what we believe – that‟s why it‟s called 

faith and not sight 

o Heb 11 – “conviction of things not yet seen” 

o Haven‟t yet seen Jesus face-to-face 

o When we do, we‟ll never need faith again – but we‟re not there yet 

- For now, we live by faith, not proof 

- Therefore, our faith will sometimes exist side-by-side with doubt 

o especially when life is hard – God feels distant 

o guess what? THAT‟S OKAY 

 the great men & women of the Bible wrestled with doubt 

 me, too 

o That‟s okay because doubt is not the opposite of faith 

http://www.grace-bible.org/downloads/LeaderResources.aspx
http://www.probe.org/


 opposite of faith = disbelief = settled decision to reject the revelation of God 

 doubt = the struggle to believe, not the choice to disbelieve 

 Like getting on an airplane 

 feel anxiety, a little doubt 

 especially if a small airplane like at Easterwood! Will I make it to Dallas? 

 doubts grow when you hit a storm! 

 But that‟s not disbelief! 

 You chose to get on the plane despite your doubts – that equals faith! 

o If you‟re wrestling with doubts – that‟s okay, keep wrestling! 

 come talk to someone – we‟ve been there, too! 

 

2A) Not just knowledge of historical facts 

- historical facts are extremely important – faith not based on facts is useless 

- BUT knowledge of facts is not enough 

- many would agree that Jesus died & rose again, but would answer “why should I let you in 

heaven” by pointing to works 

- That‟s not biblical faith = trust / reliance 

o you trust that Jesus‟ death & resurrection saves you – personal – rely on Him for 

eternal life 

- Chair analogy 

- defining faith as just knowledge is too small of a definition 

- but many people make the opposite error... 

 

2B) Not surrender or commitment 

- teaching of Lordship salvation – surrender & submit 

- good stuff, but not part of faith – should come after faith, but not what saves you 

- Faith is not what I commit to do for Jesus, it‟s about receiving what Jesus has already done 

for me 

- John 1:12 – to believe is to receive, not give 

 

Summarize 

 

When we exercise that faith, God steps forward in grace to solve our sin problem... 

 

What faith results in 

- read 4:3-8 

- faith results in justification = declared righteous 

- Notice two things about justification... 

- 1) It’s God, not faith, that justifies us 

o v5 – God declares us righteous 

o v7-8 – God forgives sins 

o If it was our faith that justified us: 

 assurance of my salvation becomes dependent on strength of my faith 

 when I doubt, I would fear I lost my justification 

o But justification by God – who never wavers 

 Back to airplane analogy – kept in the air by the airplane, not by your faith in it 

- 2) How are we justified? Our faith is credited as righteousness 

o “credited” – logizomai – used 11 times in chapter 4 

o accounting term – pictures God‟s ledger 

o before faith, my account looks bleak – in the red – all debt 

o when I believe:  

 God erases the debt of sin (v7-8) – no longer have the standing of “sinner” 

 Replaces it with the stamp “righteous” 

 Seeing “faith”, God writes it down as “righteous” 

 Great news – righteousness hopeless for us, so God gives it freely in 

exchange for faith! 



 How can God accept that exchange? Faithfulness of Christ – not “cooking the 

books” 

o Complete change of fortune when we believe – from sinner condemned to righteous 

possessing eternal life! 

 

Application: 

- Have you believed? 

o Believe the gospel and you are justified 

- Are you growing in faith 

o Not done with faith! 

o 4:18-22  

 already right with God – 15 years earlier 

 through growth in faith, receives promise of a son 

 faith is what‟s always required to receive the promises of God 

 



Questions	  for	  Romans	  Sermon	  #9	  –	  3:27-‐4:25	  
	  
Note:	  these	  questions	  have	  been	  written	  for	  small	  groups	  studying	  Romans	  together.	  You	  can	  
also	  adapt	  these	  questions	  for	  your	  family	  or	  for	  personal	  study.	  
	  
Group	  leaders:	  Do	  not	  limit	  yourself	  to	  these	  questions.	  You	  know	  your	  group	  best,	  so	  you	  are	  
more	  likely	  to	  come	  up	  with	  the	  questions	  that	  will	  really	  energize	  your	  discussion	  of	  the	  
passage.	  And	  do	  not	  feel	  like	  you	  need	  to	  answer	  all	  of	  the	  questions	  below.	  Pick	  and	  choose	  as	  
you	  see	  fit.	  We	  placed	  an	  asterisk	  by	  the	  questions	  we	  think	  are	  most	  important.	  	  
	  
Review	  Questions:	  
1. The	  big	  idea	  of	  Romans	  is	  the	  righteousness	  of	  God.	  What	  does	  the	  word	  “righteous”	  

mean?	  
	  

2. What	  does	  the	  Bible	  mean	  when	  it	  says	  that	  God	  is	  righteous?	  See	  Psalm	  11:7;	  Dt.	  32:4.	  
	  

3. *What	  does	  it	  mean	  that	  God	  has	  “justified”	  us	  through	  faith	  in	  Christ	  (3:24)?	  
	  

4. Define	  “propitiation”	  (cf.	  1	  John	  2:1-‐2;	  1	  John	  4:10).	  
	  
Observation	  and	  Interpretation	  Questions:	  
5. *Read	  3:27-‐4:25.	  What	  is	  the	  big	  idea	  of	  this	  passage?	  What	  verses	  stand	  out	  as	  

particularly	  important	  to	  Paul’s	  point	  (good	  summary	  verses	  of	  Paul’s	  argument)?	  
	  

6. How	  does	  this	  passage	  relate	  to	  3:21-‐26?	  Trace	  Paul’s	  flow	  of	  thought	  from	  that	  passage	  
into	  this	  passage.	  

	  
7. How	  do	  the	  two	  main	  parts	  of	  this	  passage,	  3:27-‐31	  and	  4:1-‐25,	  relate?	  Why	  does	  Paul	  

spend	  a	  whole	  chapter	  talking	  about	  Abraham?	  
	  

8. *Read	  Romans	  4:21	  and	  Hebrews	  11:1.	  Define	  “faith”	  in	  your	  own	  words	  based	  on	  these	  
verses.	  
	  

9. Read	  Romans	  4:16-‐22.	  	  
a. What	  did	  Abraham	  need	  to	  know	  about	  God	  to	  be	  justified?	  
b. What	  must	  a	  person	  now	  know	  about	  God	  and	  His	  work	  in	  order	  to	  be	  

justified	  (cp.	  Acts	  4:12)?	  
c. Does	  knowledge	  of	  those	  facts	  constitute	  justifying	  faith,	  or	  is	  something	  

more	  than	  just	  knowledge	  required?	  	  
	  
10. Read	  Mark	  6:5-‐6	  and	  9:24.	  What	  is	  the	  difference	  between	  doubt	  and	  disbelief?	  Can	  

faith	  include	  “doubts”?	  Why	  or	  why	  not?	  
	  

11. *If	  a	  person	  believed	  the	  gospel	  at	  some	  point	  in	  the	  past,	  but	  now	  says	  that	  he	  no	  longer	  
believes	  it,	  has	  he	  lost	  his	  justification?	  Why	  or	  why	  not?	  How	  would	  you	  prove	  your	  
answer	  biblically?	  



	  
12. Biblical	  faith	  is	  not	  a	  blind	  leap;	  it’s	  based	  on	  evidence.	  What	  evidence	  from	  within	  

scripture	  and	  from	  outside	  of	  scripture	  can	  you	  think	  of	  to	  support	  the	  following	  core	  
beliefs	  of	  the	  Christian	  faith?	  After	  listing	  what	  evidence	  you	  can	  think	  of,	  feel	  free	  to	  
consult	  the	  articles	  at	  www.grace-‐bible.org/downloads/LeaderResources.aspx	  or	  at	  
www.probe.org	  for	  more	  evidence.	  

a. the	  existence	  of	  God	  
b. the	  truth	  and	  reliability	  of	  the	  Old	  Testament	  
c. the	  truth	  and	  reliability	  of	  the	  New	  Testament	  
d. the	  death	  and	  resurrection	  of	  Jesus	  

	  
13. The	  word	  “reckon/credit”	  (logizomai)	  is	  used	  11	  times	  by	  Paul	  in	  Romans	  4	  (vv.	  3,	  4,	  5,	  

6,	  8,	  9,	  10,	  11,	  22,	  23,	  24).	  What	  does	  the	  word	  mean	  (cp.	  2	  Corinthians	  5:19;	  2	  Timothy	  
4:16)?	  Explain	  what	  Paul	  means	  when	  he	  says	  that	  in	  justification,	  God	  “credits”	  our	  
faith	  as	  righteousness.	  Why	  is	  that	  good	  news?	  

	  
	  
Summary	  &	  Application	  Questions:	  
14. *Do	  you	  believe	  that	  Jesus	  died	  for	  your	  sins	  and	  rose	  from	  the	  dead	  to	  give	  you	  eternal	  life	  

as	  a	  free	  gift?	  If	  not,	  why?	  If	  so,	  when	  did	  you	  become	  persuaded	  that	  the	  gospel	  is	  true?	  
What	  led	  you	  to	  believe?	  
	  

15. How	  would	  you	  illustrate	  “faith”	  for	  someone	  who	  has	  yet	  to	  believe	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  for	  
forgiveness	  of	  sins	  and	  eternal	  life?	  

	  
16. Is	  your	  faith	  “strong”	  or	  “weak”	  right	  now?	  What	  steps	  can	  you	  take	  to	  strengthen	  your	  

faith?	  
	  
	  

	  


