
Blake Jennings 

Grace Bible Church Southwood 

 

Righteous By Faith - Part 2 
Faith AND or Faith ALONE? 

Romans 3:27-4:25 
 
 

In no uncertain terms Paul tells us that we are justified by God through faith 
alone, apart from any works. That’s easy to understand, but so hard to accept! 

So we are tempted to add our own works back into the equation to earn, keep, 
or prove our righteous standing before God. Yet in so doing, we dishonor God, 
divide His family, and destroy our basis for hope and peace in life. 

 
For those not here last week... review 

- Big Idea of Romans: God is Righteous in all He is & all He does 

- Presents a problem for us because God is righteous in JUDGEMENT - wrath 

- But there’s a solution – justification  

o God in righteousness declares us to be righteous  

o and He does so through the faithfulness of Jesus  

- That’s God’s part – what’s our part?  

o talked about that last week = faith – receive justification through faith  

o review definition: biblical faith = conviction that something is true and 

therefore worthy of your trust 

 after cross = trust in Jesus’ death and resurrection as the source of my 

eternal life. 

 By believing that good news, I am justified.  

- That’s not controversial – everyone agrees that faith is required for justification – agrees 

that faith is important 

- Here’s where the controversy comes in: is faith enough? Is faith alone sufficient? 

- Paul answers that in no uncertain terms 

o read 3:28 – “apart from works of the Law” – faith alone sufficient  

o Works are not required before, during, or after justification 

o read 3:24 - justification is a gift given in grace – not something you earn or merit – a 

free gift 

- So, the greatest thing we will ever be given comes as a free gift without any works from us. 

 

That’s easy to understand, but it’s really hard for us adults to believe! 

- I say adults because our kids don’t have any problem believing this 

o our kids 2nd birthday 

o Received their gifts without hesitation, 2nd thought, any consideration of what 

expectations you might have 

o unwrap in a blink 

o assume it is theirs forever – tears & tantrums if you try to take it back 

o even if they misbehave – assume it’s theirs – don’t come back and say, “here you 

go; I didn’t prove worthy of this” – no! It was a gift – simple as that! 

- But we adults know better! How do I respond to a gift of great value? 

o at first, skepticism – why are you giving me this? where’s the catch?  

 cable or satellite dish offers – free movie channels! not free, your bill was just 

delayed a few months! 

 In this world, there’s no such thing as a free lunch! 

o If it really is free – guilt! Try to pay you back. Make sure to get you an equal 

present next year! At least try to be extra nice to you! 

 

 



That’s why it’s so hard for us to believe that justification can really be by faith alone! 

- God wants us to receive it like a child! No pay back, no guilt, no fear of loss  

- But we can’t – we’re adults – conditioned to work for things – earn them, pay them back 

 

That’s why for 2000 years the church has struggled with 3:28 

- Surely it can’t be absolutely free 

- If it was, people could abuse God’s grace – can’t let that happen! 

- So we add works back in 

o Roman Catholicism – add works to front end – earn future justification through faith 

+ works (practice sacraments) 

o Protestants – justification now by faith alone BUT... 

 Arminians – works required to keep it 

 Calvinists – works required to prove it 

 

Majority of Christians add works back into the equation at some point... 

 

But there’s a problem with that – actually 3 problems 

- That’s what this passage is really about – help us understand why justification comes by 

faith alone 

- God could have designed it any way He wanted 

- So why did He make it by faith alone? 

 

To answer that question, Paul will point to the example of Abraham 

- subject of all of ch4 

- Who is Abraham? 

o Father of the Jewish nation (family tree) 

o Recipient of one of the greatest promises in all the Bible 

 Gen 12:1-3 – these promises become formalize in Abrahamic Covenant 

 Notice the final promise: Abe would be the source of God’s blessing to the 

entire world – promise to fix the problem of sin 

 fulfilled by Abe’s greatest descendent: Jesus 

 Fulfilling this promise is what the rest of the Bible is about! 

- Why look at Abraham?  

o Paragon example of good works 

o ill: if I sold big trucks – hire Shaquille O’Neal – if he can fit, you can fit! 

o same logic at work here: if any man could have pleased God through good works, it 

would have been Abraham! 

o intertestemental period – Abe elevated to near perfection 

o If anyone could earn justification in whole or in part, it was him! 

- But what did Abraham find? 

o read 4:1-5 

o Even for a man as godly as Abraham, justification came by faith alone 

o v5 makes it explicit – ungodly – does not work 

 

Even from Abraham, God insisted on faith alone for justification... Why?  

Why does God insist on Faith Alone? 

 

1) because adding works inflames pride 

o read 4:2 – “boast” = a cause for pride  

o Point: if those statements about Abe were true, then he had reason for pride – “look 

at what I did – I earned righteousness – spiritual stud!” 

o If our works play any part in justification, then at least some of the glory of salvation 

belongs to us!  

 Ill: Mormon view of salvation – still leaves a solid 1% to me! Maybe I covered 

1.1% of mine – I got you beat!! 

 Adding works inflames pride... 



o ...and that is absolutely unacceptable to God 

 pride is the root of all sin & evil – Satan – Adam & Eve 

o God is absolutely determined to fight against it  

 purge His Creation of the evil of pride 

 countless examples of God leaving His people no room for it 

 Gideon – Judges 7:2-7 

 enemy = 135,000 well-trained Midianite soldiers 

 battle plan – sounds like worst ever – suicide mission! 

 but you know the story – Gideon’s tiny army wins! 

 result – all the glory goes to God!  

 God eliminates any room for pride so that His people must trust and 

depend upon Him.  

 Acts 4:13 

 Peter and John before the Sanhedrin 

o rulers, scholars, no one as well-trained 

 Refuted by 2 uneducated fisherman from nowheresville 

 Result: all the credit goes to Jesus!  

 Peter & John brought nothing to the table 

o God will leave them no room for the sin of pride.  

o That’s why God insists that justification must be by faith alone 

 will not give us even an inch for pride 

 3:27 – read  

 “law” = principle 

 the principle of faith = that justification comes by faith alone for 

everyone 

 excludes pride – leaves it no room to grow 

o So important to realize 

 So many people add works because they want to do good for God – honor 

Him, protect His grace from abuse 

 End up doing exactly the opposite! 

o Adding works to justification steals glory from God & inflames pride 

 If that’s you – it’s time for a change 

 God wants all the glory for your justification, not most of it  

 

2) because adding works divides God’s family 

o read 3:28-30  

 Focus on 2 specific types of works = circumcision and adherence to Mosaic 

Law 

 what Jewish Christians were tempted to add to faith 

 not surprising – very important in Old Testament – given by God – good 

 Unfortunately, these good things became a source of division when added to 

faith as requirements for justification 

 Tore God’s family into 2 

 1st class Christians – circumcised & obeyed Law 

 2nd class Christians who didn’t 

 Began to infect the early church 

 Turn to Acts 15 

 ill: like lunchtime when you were in High School 

o cafeteria divided – cool kids’ table & everyone else’s tables 

o have to earn a seat at cool kids’ table 

 That was the mentality that crept into the early church 

o had to earn a seat at cool table thru cir & ML 

o but both those were really hard! 

o few Gentiles could pull that off – so you had a divided church 

o That was absolutely unacceptable to God 

 Drew church leaders together to address – Acts 15 



 question – read 15:5 

 good start through faith – now finish through cir & ML 

 decision: by Peter – read 15:7-11 

 yoke = the Law and circumcision 

 the Jews couldn’t bear this yoke either! 

 so how can we put it on Gentiles back 

 we’re all saved by grace  

 Point: in God’s house, there’s just 1 table – we’re all there on the 

same basis = by grace through faith alone 

 That decision literally saved the early church! 

 united believing Jews & Gentiles into one family of God 

o Paul defends that decision in our passage by looking again at Abraham 

 read 4:9-12 

 justified by faith before circumcised so that he could be an example & father 

to all of us – his one family 

o Unfortunately, we still struggle with this 

 So often tempted to divide church into 2 classes 

 1st class who live up to our standards 

 2nd class who don’t 

 How you look, talk, act, worship, vote – how many Bible studies you attend, 

groups you lead, Sundays you go to church 

 OK to disagree with each other over these things 

 BUT NOT OK to divide the family of God 

 God is not okay with that  

 we are all here by His grace alone through our faith alone – keeping 

standards has nothing to do with it! 

 

3) because adding works makes faith useless 

o 4:13-15 

 v13: broader than simply justification – whole covenant 

 what was required of Abe & his descendants to receive the covenant 

promises? 

 Just faith – trust – that’s what God’s looking for 

 v14: but that faith is rendered void if works are added, and the promises are 

nullified. What does that mean? 

 I’ll give you my Civic if... 

o you tell me you want it 

o you levitate while doing so (10’ off ground, 10 mins – no 

assistance of any kind) 

 Am I going to give my car away today? No! 

o anyone can meet first condition  

o but no one can meet second 

o so 1st is pointless and promise is meaningless 

 That’s Paul’s Point:  

 If justification by faith + Law, then we have a problem 

 because 1000’s of yrs have proven that no one can keep the Law – no 

one meet it’s standards 

 result: faith is pointless & justification is impossible 

o Presents major problem for Catholicism, Calvinism, and Arminianism  

 begs the question: how good do my works have to be to earn, keep, or prove 

my justification?  

 Every time Bible answers that question... PERFECTION!  

 Bible’s only “line in the sand” 

 God never compromises His standards 

 Result: no basis for confidence in your salvation!  

 Well-meaning Arminians and Calvinists struggle over this...  



 How bad a sin to lose just. or prove you never had it? 

 Apostasy! But what about 1 Tim 5:8 “denied the faith” 

 Murder/adultery! But what about Sermon ot Mount? 

 If works are required in any way for justification – then I can not know for 

sure that I will be saved until I die! 

o That was never God’s intention.  

 1 John 5:13 

 know without doubt if you believe – only possible if by faith alone 

o Good works still important to God – just not for justification 

 ch6-8 – God empowers good works through the Spirit 

 3:31 – these Spirit-empowered works end up fulfilling the original intention of 

the Law 

 But they add nothing to justification – do not earn, keep, prove 

o If we add works, then faith is rendered powerless – lose our peace and security 

 

- Scripture is clear – re-read 3:28 

- Hard to believe 

- But absolutely essential because adding works: 

o dishonors God by inflaming pride 

o divides God’s family 

o destroys our basis for confidence & peace 

 

That’s why God insists that justification be by faith alone. 

 

What do we do with that knowledge? 

 

Application for those who’ve not yet believed 

- Do you believe you can have eternal life by faith alone, or do you keep trying to bring 

something to the table? You don’t need to do that anymore – it’s a free gift. No strings 

attached. No payback possible. Just receive it in faith. 

 

Application for those who have believed 

- What do I boast in? 

o Boasting is actually okay, if it’s in the right thing... 

o Gal 6:14 

o Jer 9:23-24 

o Is your boast in Jesus? Is that where you find your significance? Is that you’re proud 

of – that you know Jesus? 

o Or are you proud of other things – intelligence, godliness, wisdom, financial security, 

career, good looks... 

o Must realize – we bring NOTHING that really matters to the table – God brings it all. 

We are all wretched sinners who deserve nothing but wrath but who have, by grace 

alone been brought into God’s family through faith 

 



Questions	  for	  Romans	  Sermon	  #10	  –	  3:27-‐4:25	  (Part	  2)	  
	  
Note:	  these	  questions	  have	  been	  written	  for	  small	  groups	  studying	  Romans	  together.	  You	  can	  
also	  adapt	  these	  questions	  for	  your	  family	  or	  for	  personal	  study.	  
	  
Group	  leaders:	  Do	  not	  limit	  yourself	  to	  these	  questions.	  You	  know	  your	  group	  best,	  so	  you	  are	  
more	  likely	  to	  come	  up	  with	  the	  questions	  that	  will	  really	  energize	  your	  discussion	  of	  the	  
passage.	  And	  do	  not	  feel	  like	  you	  need	  to	  answer	  all	  of	  the	  questions	  below.	  Pick	  and	  choose	  as	  
you	  see	  fit.	  We	  placed	  an	  asterisk	  by	  the	  questions	  we	  think	  are	  most	  important.	  	  
	  
Review	  Questions:	  
1. The	  big	  idea	  of	  Romans	  is	  the	  righteousness	  of	  God.	  What	  does	  the	  word	  “righteous”	  

mean?	  
	  

2. *What	  does	  it	  mean	  that	  God	  has	  “justified”	  us	  through	  faith	  in	  Christ	  (3:24)?	  
	  
Questions	  about	  Abraham:	  
3. *Why	  does	  Paul	  spend	  all	  of	  chapter	  4	  talking	  about	  Abraham?	  What’s	  so	  special	  about	  

him?	  
	  
4. *Read	  Genesis	  12:1-‐3.	  	  

a. List	  all	  the	  promises	  that	  God	  makes	  to	  Abraham.	  
b. Why	  did	  God	  choose	  Abraham	  rather	  than	  someone	  else	  to	  receive	  these	  

amazing	  promises?	  Was	  Abraham	  worthy	  of	  God’s	  choice	  (see	  Joshua	  24:2)?	  
c. What	  ultimate	  purpose	  did	  God	  have	  in	  blessing	  Abraham’s	  life?	  In	  other	  words,	  

what	  did	  God	  intend	  Abraham	  to	  become	  through	  these	  promises	  (see	  Genesis	  
18:17-‐19)?	  

	  
5. The	  promises	  of	  Genesis	  12	  are	  formalized	  into	  a	  covenant	  in	  Genesis	  15.	  Read	  Genesis	  15.	  

a. What	  problem	  does	  Abraham	  face	  according	  to	  this	  passage	  (15:2)?	  Why	  was	  
this	  such	  a	  problem	  in	  the	  ancient	  world?	  

b. What	  promises	  does	  God	  make	  to	  Abraham	  in	  this	  chapter?	  
c. Make	  as	  many	  significant	  observations	  about	  the	  covenant	  as	  you	  can.	  	  

	  
6. Read	  Genesis	  17:1-‐14.	  What	  difference	  would	  it	  make	  if	  Abraham	  received	  the	  promise	  

after	  circumcision	  rather	  than	  before?	  
	  
Observation	  and	  Interpretation	  Questions:	  
7. *Read	  Romans	  3:27-‐4:25.	  Summarize	  the	  big	  idea	  of	  this	  passage	  in	  one	  sentence.	  
	  
	  
8. *According	  to	  the	  following	  passages,	  what	  are	  the	  consequences	  of	  adding	  something	  to	  

faith	  as	  a	  requirement	  for	  justification?	  
a. Romans	  3:27;	  4:2	  
b. Romans	  3:29-‐30;	  Galatians	  2:11-‐14	  
c. Romans	  4:14;	  Galatians	  5:2	  



9. How	  do	  you	  reconcile	  Romans	  3:28	  and	  4:2-‐5	  with	  James	  2:21-‐24?	  Does	  Abraham	  in	  fact	  
have	  reason	  to	  boast?	  (This	  is	  a	  hard	  question.	  Leaders,	  you	  can	  find	  help	  on	  our	  website.	  We	  
have	  sermons	  on	  this	  passage	  [go	  to	  “Sermons”	  and	  search	  for	  the	  book	  of	  James	  and	  then	  
look	  for	  Brian’s	  or	  Blake’s	  sermon	  on	  this	  passage],	  as	  well	  as	  an	  online	  article	  at	  www.grace-‐
bible.org/Files/Leader_Resources/What_About_James_2.pdf).	  

a. What	  overall	  point	  is	  James	  trying	  to	  make	  in	  2:14-‐26?	  	  
b. According	  to	  this	  passage,	  what	  is	  the	  problem	  with	  faith	  that	  is	  not	  followed	  by	  

good	  deeds?	  In	  what	  sense	  is	  it	  “dead”?	  (v15,16,20	  are	  particularly	  helpful	  
here)	  

c. What	  does	  James	  mean	  by	  the	  word	  “save”	  in	  v14?	  Save	  from	  what?	  
(remember,	  “save”	  and	  “salvation”	  in	  scripture	  just	  mean	  “to	  deliver”	  –	  you	  
have	  to	  figure	  out	  what	  the	  deliverance	  is	  from	  based	  on	  context)	  

d. Remember	  that	  the	  word	  “justify”	  means	  simply	  “to	  declare	  someone	  
righteous.”	  You	  must	  use	  the	  context	  to	  determine	  the	  details.	  In	  Romans	  3,	  it	  is	  
clearly	  God	  declaring	  sinners	  to	  be	  righteous	  in	  His	  own	  sight.	  But	  James	  has	  
something	  different	  in	  mind.	  What	  does	  James	  mean	  by	  “justified”	  in	  v24	  (the	  
end	  of	  v23	  is	  especially	  helpful)?	  

e. Abraham’s	  offering	  of	  Isaac	  (Gen	  22)	  happened	  decades	  after	  his	  justification	  
by	  God	  (Gen	  15)	  that	  James	  quotes	  in	  v23.	  So	  what	  does	  James	  mean	  when	  he	  
says	  that	  Abraham’s	  obedience	  in	  Gen	  22	  “fulfilled”	  his	  justification	  in	  Gen	  15?	  

	  
10. The	  word	  “reckon/credit”	  (logizomai)	  is	  used	  11	  times	  by	  Paul	  in	  Romans	  4	  (vv.	  3,	  4,	  5,	  

6,	  8,	  9,	  10,	  11,	  22,	  23,	  24).	  Review	  the	  meaning	  of	  this	  word	  (cp.	  2	  Corinthians	  5:19;	  2	  
Timothy	  4:16).	  	  

	  
	  
Summary	  &	  Application	  Questions:	  
11. Are	  you	  ever	  tempted	  to	  add	  something	  to	  faith	  to	  earn,	  keep,	  or	  prove	  God’s	  acceptance	  

and	  love	  of	  you?	  In	  other	  words,	  is	  there	  anything	  you	  feel	  like	  you	  have	  to	  do	  (or	  not	  do)	  
to	  earn	  God’s	  love	  on	  a	  daily	  basis?	  What	  is	  it?	  Why	  do	  you	  feel	  this	  way?	  
	  

12. What	  kinds	  of	  things	  do	  you	  boast	  in	  or	  take	  pride	  in?	  What	  practical	  steps	  can	  you	  take	  
this	  week	  to	  place	  your	  pride	  (your	  “boast”)	  more	  fully	  in	  Jesus?	  Meditate	  on	  Jeremiah	  
9:23-‐24	  and	  Galatians	  6:14	  as	  you	  answer	  this	  question.	  
	  

13. Read	  Romans	  4:18-‐21	  again,	  noting	  that	  Abraham	  was	  already	  a	  “believer,”	  and	  
consequently	  already	  justified	  in	  God’s	  sight	  at	  this	  point	  in	  time.	  

a. What	  do	  you	  learn	  in	  these	  verses	  about	  how	  to	  live	  a	  life	  of	  faith?	  	  
b. Read	  a	  similar	  description	  of	  Abraham’s	  journey	  of	  faith	  in	  Hebrews	  11:1-‐19.	  

What	  do	  you	  learn	  in	  this	  passage	  about	  how	  to	  live	  a	  life	  of	  faith?	  
c. Is	  there	  something	  presently	  in	  your	  life	  for	  which	  God	  is	  requiring	  you	  to	  

exercise	  faith?	  	  
d. Is	  your	  faith	  “strong”	  or	  “weak”	  right	  now?	  What	  steps	  can	  you	  take	  to	  

strengthen	  your	  faith?	  
	  


