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Accept One Another 
Romans 15:7-13 

 

 
As Christians, we are called to unite together for the sake of God's glory, but 
how does that work? 

 
 Ever since we reached Chapter 12 of Romans, we’ve entered into the final section of the letter, 

in which Paul spends most of his time setting practical goals for the Christian life. And while 

he covers a variety of issues, he ties many of them to one over-arching idea: UNITY 

o 12.4-5 – Spiritual Gifts – “For just as we have many members in one body and all the 

members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually members one of another.” 

o 12.9-10 – Love – “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is 

good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in 

honor;” 

o 14.19 – Sacrificing Freedom – “So then we pursue the things which make for peace 

and the building up of one another.” 

o This morning we’re in Romans 15 where we see Paul move from HOW we should be 

unified, and into… 

 WHY we should be UNIFIED 

o 15.7 – “Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory 

of God. 

 Same command from 14.1 – “Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not 

for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.” 

 “Proslambano” – to receive; to draw into oneself 

 Not just “tolerate” or put up with (Example: you CAME vs. YOU came) 

 That’s Hard! – we want to divide because of sin 

o But that’s wrong… 

 Because Jesus accepted us! Who are we to not accept others?  

 Most beautiful: Jesus accepted us while we were STILL SINNERS – Chapter 5 

describes us as “ungodly” (6), “sinners” (8), “enemies” (10) – He never accepted 

our sin, but he DIED for it so He could change us 

 That’s certainly inspiring, but… 

o Why does God Care about Unity? 

 15.5-6 – “Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant 

you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, so 

that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 We accept one another for God’s glory, God’s “doxa” 

 “Glory” is an all-encompassing term for the fullness of God’s personality, 

character, nature, and His words and works as an expression of who He is 

 OT – When Moses caught just the briefest glimpse of God’s “backside” 

glory on Mt. Sinai, his face was literally shining afterwards – to the point 

that everyone was so distracted by it that he had to cover his face with a 

veil to talk to them 

 When we are truly united under Christ’s sacrifice, we will “Shine”/reflect God’s 

glory to the world around us 

 But how does our unity reflect God’s glory? 

 

 

 



 HOW God is GLORIFIED 

o 15.8-9a – “For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of 

the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers, and for the Gentiles 

to glorify God for His mercy; 

 To understand how unity reflects God’s glory, Paul lists out 2 of the purposes for 

Christ’s life, death, and resurrection: 

 To confirm the promises given to the fathers 

 For the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy 

 Okay, so what were the… 

o Promises given to the Fathers 

 As soon as Paul uses this term, every Jew would jump to a very specific Promise 

given by God in Scripture: the Abrahamic Covenant in Genesis 12, which has 

three main pieces: Land, Seed, Blessing 

 Land – God will literally provide a section of land in which Jews can live and 

prosper under God’s protection – only partial then and now 

 Seed – God will literally provide many, many descendants, and according to 

the Davidic covenant there will be ONE descendant who establishes an eternal 

kingdom – only partial then and now 

 Blessing – literally “and in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” – 

God will work THROUGH the Jews FOR all people 

 Paul is pointing out that promise was being partially fulfilled RIGHT THEN! 

Through Christ, now Gentiles are welcomed into God’s family! Knowing 

that, it’s time for… 

o Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy 

 To reinforce his charge to glorify, Paul brings out some very specific OT passages 

– all major sections of Scripture – Law, Prophets, Psalms 

 Even more specifically, Paul is quoting Moses, Isaiah, and David – historical 

heavy hitters 

 Psalm 18 – David - “THEREFORE I WILL GIVE PRAISE TO YOU AMONG 

THE GENTILES, AND I WILL SING TO YOUR NAME.” 

 Deut 32 – Moses – ““REJOICE, O GENTILES, WITH HIS PEOPLE.” 

 Isaiah 11 – Isaiah - “THERE SHALL COME THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND HE 

WHO ARISES TO RULE OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM SHALL 

THE GENTILES HOPE.” 

 So God is glorified in our Unity because we are only unified thanks to Him! But 

our unity isn’t only grounded in what God’s done because… 

 We are united in Hope 

o 15.13 – “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

o Paul closes the section with a prayer for believers to find joy and peace in our God of 

HOPE, and that we will abound in HOPE because we aren’t just united by what God 

has done, but also by our HOPE in what God WILL DO  

 How much more should we be united through our HOPE in God? 

 Sanctification, Glorification, Heaven, New Earth, etc… 

 Application 

o Increase in Unity – words (positive or negative?); actions (volunteer!) 

o Increase in Hope – Summer End Times study 

 


