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Where is the Love? 
Malachi 1:1-5 

 
 

For those questioning God's love for them, Malachi offers these simple words: God loves you. The 
evidence of His love for His people is overwhelming and most powerfully seen in the provision of His 
Son for us all. 

 
The Book of Malachi 

Malachi = “my messenger” 
Oracle = “a burden” 
“to” NOT “against” His people 
 
Final prophet of Old Testament 
� Date: 432-420 B.C. 
� 100+ years after 1st return from exile 
� 25 years after 2nd return from exile 
� 15 years after 3rd return from exile 

 

 
 



 
 
 

Malachi encountered a spirit that would later be expressed in Pharisaism and Sadduceeism, a spirit of 
outward perfunctory service with no inward repentance or devotion. There was widespread skepticism and 
resignation. The people complained that the earlier prophetic promises had not been fulfilled, and they 
were impatient for God to judge their enemies, especially the Gentiles. And so Malachi had serious issues to 
address, but he was exactly the right man for the job. -Allen Ross  

Key Theme in Malachi: 
SPIRITUAL INDIFFERENCE 

The Message of Malachi 
Malachi records Yahweh’s burden for Israel and His desire to prompt those returning from exile to repentance 
from their spiritual indifference and to renew their hope in the promises to come through Messiah, God’s final 
Messenger. 

Our Warning: 
Responding with spiritual indifference to Malachi’s warning against spiritual indifference causes damage to 
spiritual health. 

Structure of Malachi 
7 questions posed by Israel to God 
Collectively, the questions reveal the depth of the nation’s spiritual indifference. 

1. How have You loved us? (1:2) God’s Love (1:2) 
2. How have we despised You? (1:6) God’s Name/Honor (1:6) 
3. For what reason were our sacrifices 

unacceptable to You? (2:14) 
God-honoring Sacrifices (2:14) 

4. Where is the God of justice? (2:17) God’s Justice (2:17) 
5. How shall we return to You? (3:7) Hesitancy to Return to God (3:7) 
6. How have we robbed You? (3:8) Money Due God (3:8) 
7. What have we spoken against You? (3:13) Arrogance toward God (3:13) 

God’s People doubt His love 
The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel through Malachi. 
“I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, “How have You loved us?” “Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” 
declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob; but I have hated Esau, and I have made his mountains a desolation 
and appointed his inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness.”  
  
Though Edom says, “We have been beaten down, but we will return and build up the ruins”; thus says 
the Lord of hosts, “They may build, but I will tear down; and men will call them the wicked territory, and the 
people toward whom the Lord is indignant forever.” Your eyes will see this and you will say, “The Lord be 
magnified beyond the border of Israel!” 
  



Note the order of the dialogue: 
• God states His love for Israel 
• Israel questions God’s love for them 
• God restates His love for Israel: “I love Jacob” 
• God restates His love for Israel: “I hate Esau” 

Key words:  
• “love” (‘ahab) 

o Often signifies “choice” 
o Thus, “I have chosen Jacob (Israel)” 

• “hate”(sa-ne) 
o Often signifies “not chosen” 
o Thus, “I have not chosen Esau” 

 
• Love = “choice”  

o Deuteronomy 4:37 
Because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after them. And He personally 
brought you from Egypt by His great power. 
 

o Deuteronomy 7:6-8 
For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for 
His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. The Lord did not set His 
love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you 
were the fewest of all peoples, but because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which He swore to 
your forefathers… 
 

o Deuteronomy 10:15 
Yet on your fathers did the Lord set His affection to love them, and He chose their descendants after 
them, even you above all peoples, as it is this day. 

Love-Hate Usage:  
• Psalm 97:10 (hate evil; love the Lord) 
• Psalm 119:113 (hate double-mindedness; love Law) 
• Psalm 119:163 (hate falsehood; love Law) 
• Proverbs 1:22 (hate naiveté; love knowledge) 
• Romans 9:10-13 

And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our father 
Isaac; for though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God’s 
purpose according to His choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him who calls, it was 
said to her, “The older will serve the younger.” Just as it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

Loved & Chosen for What? 
• Holy Nation (Exodus 19:6; Deut. 7:6) 
• Chosen People (Deut. 10:15) 
• Royal Priesthood (Isaiah 61:6) 
• People of God’s Own Possession (Deut. 7:6) 
• Sons of the Living God (Hosea 1:10) 
• Light to the Nations (Isaiah 49:6) 

“I have loved you,” says the Lord.  
But you say, “How have You loved us?”    
How can the people of God get to this place?  



 
God’s People doubt His love 

1. when our expectations are unfulfilled 
“We tend to think, 'Life should be fair because God is fair.' But God is not life. And if I confuse God with 
the physical reality of life- by expecting constant good health for example- then I set myself up for 
crashing disappointment.” —Philip Yancey  
 
“I rejected the church for a time because I found so little grace there. I returned because I found grace 
nowhere else.” —Philip Yancey  
 

2. when we overlook our own responsibility 
“…all that the Lord has spoken, we will do…”  —Exodus 19:6 

 
Nehemiah 10 
Promises made: 

• Marriage 
• Sabbath 
• Worship  

 

Nehemiah 13 
Promises broken: 

• Worship 
• Sabbath 
• Marriage  

 

Malachi 
Problems addressed: 

• Worship 
• Marriage 

 
Principle:   We can’t see God clearly if we don’t look at ourselves honestly 

 
3. when we overlook the evidence of His love 

– God’s graciousness toward Israel… 
Demonstrated in His unmerited choice of Jacob (Israel) – Gen 25:21-26 
Demonstrated in His unending love for Israel  –Mal 1:3-4 

– God’s graciousness toward us… 
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we 
were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved). 
 –Ephesians 2:4-5  

– God’s protection and preservation… 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  –Romans 8:38-39  

Case Study: The church at Ephesus 
� 51-52: Paul plants the Ephesian church 
� 54-56: Paul teaches in Ephesus; leaves 
� 57: Paul warns the Ephesian elders 

“…from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples 
after them.” (Acts 20:30) 
� 62: Paul writes Ephesians 
� 63: Paul writes Timothy (Ephesian pastor) 

“keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regards 
to their faith.  Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered over to Satan, so 
that they may be taught not to blaspheme.” (1 Tim. 1:19-20) 



� 96: John writes Revelation  
To the church in Ephesus write: … 

“you have left your first love.” (Rev. 2:4) 
 
“I have loved you,” says the Lord.  

But you say, “How have You loved us?” 
 
To the church in Ephesus write: … 

“you have left your first love.” 
Applications 
• Remember: LOVE = CHOICE 
• CHOOSE God 

o Reprioritize God to position #1   
• CHOOSE Obedience 

o Return to the basics of loving God; loving neighbor 
• CHOOSE God = Love God  

 


