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Bad Priest, Good Priest 
Malachi 2:1-9 

 
 

There is no higher privilege or calling than to serve the One, True God. Do we take Him seriously? Do 
we give Him the honor due to His name? 

 
Warning to presumptuous priests 
• called, not self-selected 

Deuteronomy 10:8  
At that time the Lord set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand 
before the Lord to serve Him and to bless in His name until this day.  
 
Hebrews 5:4  
And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron was. 
 
1 Timothy 2:5–6  
For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus who gave 
Himself as a ransom for all.... 
 
1 Peter 2:9  
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light....  
 
Exodus 19:5–6  
“...you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me 
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” 
• doubly cursed for failure  

Revelation 2:4–5 
“But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore remember from where you have 
fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your 
lampstand out of its place – unless you repent.”  
 

Privilege of priesthood 
• for Levitical priests 

Deuteronomy 10:8-9 
At that time the Lord set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand 
before the Lord to serve Him and to bless in His name until this day. Therefore, Levi does not have a 
portion or inheritance with his brothers; the Lord is his inheritance….  
• for the Church 
•  for Grace Bible Church  

 
 
 



Profile of a good priest 
• knows God’s word 

Acts 17:11 
Now these [Jews of Berea] were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the 
word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.  
•  teaches God’s word 
•  lives God’s word 

 
Application 

Malachi 2:6–7 
“True instruction was in his mouth and unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he walked with Me in 
peace and uprightness, and he turned many back from iniquity. For the lips of a priest should preserve 
knowledge, and men should seek instruction from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.”  
 


