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Live in Light of That Day 

Malachi 2:17-4:6 
 
 

Why bother obeying God when He allows sin to go unpunished and righteousness to go 
unrewarded? If all we see is life as it is today, then the answer is, "We shouldn't!" But if we will look 
beyond the circumstances of today and see what's coming when the Lord returns, then we will see 
that obedience is the only reasonable option. We will stand before the Almighty Lord and give an 
account of our lives. So live every day in light of that Day! 

 
- Turn to Malachi 3 
- Our passage this morning is a lot like a stereogram - optical illusion 

o looks like random dots - 3D image hidden inside 
o can anyone tell me what it is?... Shark 

- What’s the trick to see the image? 
o You’ve got to look past it 
o 2 ways to look at this image 

� 1) look at the image itself - the dots on the screen - all you’ll ever see 
� 2) look past the image - way past - let your eyes come unglued from the dots 

• suddenly, the shark pops out! 
o 2 different ways of looking at the same thing yield 2 very different results. 

- And so it is with life. There are 2 different ways to look at your life that lead to 2 very different 
conclusions 

o 1) the shortsighted way of looking at life 
� see only present circumstanced & realities - only life as it appears at this moment 

o 2) the farsighted way of looking at life 
� look beyond life as it now is to see life as it will be in the future 
� see thru present circumstances to see things as they will be in eternity 

- Both groups see the same world - same realities & circumstances… 
- …But because they see with different focal lengths - one now, one future… 

o they come to radically different conclusions 
o and they live radically different lives 

- Let’s learn about these 2 ways of seeing life by studying our very long passage!  
o 2 chapters - lots to cover 
o but not too bad because the passage actually repeats itself 

� a question, an answer, and an application 
� and then they’re repeated with similar ideas 

o so we’ll study them together 
 

- Here’s the question: 
o first occurrence: [read 2:17] – “Where is God’s justice in this wicked world?” 
o second occurrence: [read 3:13-15] - “Why serve or obey God when there’s no profit in it?!” 
o Questions sound legitimate: 



� “God, why haven’t you punished the wicked and rewarded the righteous? Why are you 
allowing such evil to exist in this world?” 

� That’s a good question - called the “Problem of Evil” 
� but we’ll have to save it for a different sermon!! 

o Because it’s not the question they’re really asking 
� look at v5 [read v5,7a] 
� they aren’t innocent victims of the wicked – they’re the wicked people! 

• they are giving in to a host of sins - v5 lists some doozies! 
• v7 summarizes it - for a long time they’ve chosen to disobey God 

 
� They are not asking a theological question: “Why does God allow evil?” 
� They’re asking a practical question from an evil motivation: “Since God hasn’t shown up 

yet, why bother obeying?” 
o So to rephrase, what they were really asking themselves was… “Where is God’s judgment of sin; 

where is His reward for obedience? We sure don’t see it. So why should we bother obeying God 
when injustice goes unpunished and righteousness goes unrewarded!?” 
� The question was simply an excuse for sin 
� They weren’t interested in God bringing justice from heaven. They were happy to use His 

delay as an excuse for their own sin. 
o Back to illustration: they looked at life with shortsighted vision 

� only see circumstances & realities of the moment - life as it is today 
� we don’t see God’s justice or His reward at this moment… 
� so obedience must not be worth the effort. 

o Sadly, that same shortsighted vision infects many of us today 
� If we only look at life as it is today, we don’t yet see God’s justice & reward 
� So, like Malachi’s audience, many of us begin to excuse sin 
� When all we see is life as it is today, lots of sins become “reasonable”… 

• We excuse “no big deal” kind of sins 
� murder, assault - those are big sins - serious consequences 
� but a little speeding, a little dishonesty, a little gossip, a little 

exaggeration on an expense report… 
� no one really cares about those - I won’t get punished for them 
� so who cares… they’re no big deal, right? 

• And we excuse the “no one will ever know” sins 
� internet pornography; copy an answer on his homework; leave a couple 

things off your tax return… because no one will ever know 
� so why not give in?  

• And we excuse the “everybody’s doing it” sins 
� sins that are just part of life in 21st century America 
� Yeah that TV show glorifies violence, but everyone’s watching it 
� Yeah that movie has some immoral stuff, but everyone’s talking about it 

- I don’t want to look “close-minded” 
� Everyone’s doing it, and no harm is coming to them, so why shouldn’t I 

do it, too?! 



• And we excuse our “sins of omission”  
� If all we see is life as it is today, we’ll look for excuses to avoid doing the 

righteous but hard things we know we should do.  
� Put my spouse’s desires above my own! But I did that a couple weeks 

ago and she didn’t return the favor. Why should I? 
� Give sacrificially to the church – in this job market!?  
� Serve in the nursery? My own kids are hard enough - and you don’t pay 

me for the effort. Why should I bother? 
 
When we limit our vision to just this world & just this day, we will inevitably end up excusing sin.  

o Sin is just too attractive and too easy if all you see is life as it is today. 
o Shortsighted vision always leads us astray; it leads us into sin.  

 
So, we need to have our vision corrected.  

o Stereogram - Matt helped us to see beyond the dots 
� nose to screen, pull back slowly - shark suddenly appears 

o We need help to see beyond the circumstances of the moment to see the realities of the future 
o We need our faulty shortsighted vision of life corrected  
o And that’s what Malachi provides in the second part of this passage 

 
Remember, the passage began with two versions of the same hypocritical question: 

o “Why bother obeying God when injustice goes unpunished and righteousness goes unrewarded?” 
And then both times, God follows that question with an answer… 
 
God’s answer: 

o first answer: [read 3:1] 
� “I am about to send my two messengers” 

• 1st messenger who will clear the way = John the Baptist 
o arrived ~400 years after Malachi 
o prepared Israel for the 2nd messenger… 

• 2nd messenger = messenger of the covenant = the Lord = Jesus 
� And when that second messenger, the Lord comes to earth, here’s what He’ll do… 
� [read 3:2] – When the Lord comes, it will be unbearable  

• “who can stand?” Answer: no one! 
o Everyone will be humbled. Everyone will be on their knees before Him. 

• When He comes, He will… 
• Purify His people [read v3-4] 

o smelting / refining: common biblical image for how God purifies His people 
through trials, suffering, and discipline 

o not a comfortable process! 
o but far better than what awaits God’s enemies… 

• Judge His enemies [read v5] 
o the wicked who have dishonored God and oppressed others, will be judged 

o we get more details about this coming day of judgment in God’s second answer… 
o God’s second answer – [read 3:16-4:3] 



� God’s Day of Judgment is coming 
� And it will be a day of deliverance for God’s people 

• 3:17; 4:2 - Those who belong to God will find healing and will be vindicated 
� But in contrast, it will be a day of destruction for the wicked 

• 4:1,3 
• they will be burnt up as chaff 

o chaff = straw = like hay - burns fast, and leaves virtually nothing behind 
• so they will be utterly destroyed - nothing left of them at all 

So here’s what Malachi’s saying to a people who think they have no reason to obey God… 
He warns them, “Your God is coming soon, and justice is coming with Him!” 

o He will punish sin and reward righteousness 
o He will make the world right 

 
Malachi knew that the Lord would come to make all things right… 
But he didn’t know the details like we do 

o NT came 400 years later - gives much more detail about this coming Day of the Lord 
 
Here’s what we know from the New Testament… 

o 1) There’s actually TWO Days of the Lord! 
� In Old Testament, God revealed that His messenger / Messiah would come to 

• deliver the righteous 
• judge the wicked 

� OT prophets assumed He’d to both at the same time 
� But God had a different plan - He would send His Messiah TWICE 

• first time to bring deliverance 
o that’s what Jesus did 2000 yrs ago 
o didn’t judge His enemies 
o came to die as a sacrifice to deliver us from the penalty of sin 
o that accomplished the refining & healing Malachi mentioned 
o But He will come again… 

• second time to bring judgment 
o Not like His first coming 
o He will not come in humility to die - He will come in power to rule 
o He will bring the fire and judgment that Malachi foresaw 

� That’s the Day of the Lord that we await - His 2nd Coming - when He comes to judge. 
 

o 2) It is imminent 
� = at any moment  
� [read 1 Thess 5:2-3] 
� will come suddenly - nothing needs to happen between now and the 2nd Day of the Lord 
� so we need to be ready to go at any moment  

• the Day of the Lord could come before the end of this sermon! 
� like what life is like this summer for those living in tornado alley 

• when the tornado alarms go off, they know, they’ve got to be ready 
• a tornado could come at any moment with virtually no warning 



• might not be today - but they must be ready - it’s imminent 
� According to 1 Thess - the tornado alarm is going off right now!!  

• been going off for a long time 
• but that doesn’t change the fact that His return is imminent - any moment! 

 
o 3) It involves a series of events: 

� rapture of the church [read  1 Thess 4:16-17] 
• Day of the Lord begins with us going home - Jesus calls us home - our bodies are 

resurrected 
� 7 year tribulation  

• read Mt 24:21-22 
• It will be devastating – billions of people will die as God’s wrath is poured out 
• And they’ll know it’s God - and yet most will still reject Him - most will harden in their 

rebellion, leading up to a climactic showdown 
� Leave a finger in Malachi and turn to Revelation 19 - end of the Bible 

• These 7 years of wrath culminate in the event that history’s been leading up to… 
� Return of Christ 

• [read Rev 19:11,15,21] – Christ will come in infinite power and will defeat all of His 
enemies - Satan & demons will be imprisoned, and all unbelievers will die.  

• That will be the moment when perfect justice will be executed on earth  
� Christ will establish His millennial kingdom 

• [read Rev 20:4] 
• 1000-year kingdom - finally fulfills all of God’s promises to Israel in the OT 
• a kingdom of perfect righteousness  

o sin is instantly judged and righteousness instantly rewarded 
• babies will still be born with a sin nature like us 

o As they grow up, they’ll have to choose to believe the gospel just like us.  
o Some won’t.  
o At the end, Satan will be released to gather those unbelievers for one final 

assault on Jesus. 
• which will fail and usher in the next event… 

� The Great White throne judgment & hell 
• [read Rev 20:11-12,15] 
• unbelievers’ names are not written in the book of life 

o They rejected God’s free offer of eternal life through faith in Jesus 
• So God judges them based on a different book, a book of deeds 

o If God judges you based on your deeds - only 1 possible outcome: hell 
• At the Great White Throne, all unbelievers will be cast forever into hell 

o they wanted nothing to do with God’s love in this life 
o so in the next life God grants them their wish  
o sends them to the one place where His love is absent: only justice 

• that is the final unalterable justice of God poured out on sin 
• but for those of us who did embrace the gospel - a very different fate awaits…  

 



� Heaven & reward for believers 
• [read Rev 21:1-4] 
• Remade earth - heaven on earth - everything perfected 
• And it is there, finally, that we will receive our reward. 

o 1 Cor 3:13-15 
� obedience, sacrifice, service in this life brings reward 
� disobedience, selfishness brings loss of reward, though still saved 

� The Day of the Lord culminates in either eternal life in heaven or eternal judgment in hell.  
� Obviously, it’s better to be on the heaven side! And there’s only one way to get there… 

 
o 4) There’s only one way to survive – the gospel 

� No one will ever be good enough to earn their way out of God’s wrath 
• We’re all sinners, and thus all deserve punishment 

� There is only one way to escape that punishment… read John 5:24 
� Gospel - Jesus is THE way, THE truth, THE life - no other way to the Father 
� If you’ve never trusted in Jesus, please do it today - only way to escape wrath 

 
So let’s summarize:  

o Today we see sin go unpunished and righteousness go unrewarded 
o But we know that change as soon as Jesus returns. He’s coming in power to judge and to rule. 

� He will destroy all of God’s enemies, both human and demonic 
� And He will purify God’s people and reward those who have been faithful in this life.  

o And with that reality of coming judgment in mind, God gives two applications…. 
 
God’s application: 

o Application 1: [read 3:8-10] – Obey Me in your giving 
� You’ve seen this before in Malachi - they were giving God their financial leftovers 

• spend the bulk on me, and give Him the pennies that remain 
• = cheating Him / stealing from Him!! 

� If they had farsighted vision, they wouldn’t even think of cheating God! 
• He’s the Almighty Judge to whom we’ll give an account 
• Rather than cheat Him, we should lavish Him with our offerings 
• For the more we give now, the more He will reward us in the next life 

� That’s the proper way to interpret v10 - most misinterpreted vs by Prosperity Preachers 
• Benny Hinn, Creflo Dollar, Kenneth Copeland - to name a few 
• use this verse to justify their Rolls Royce’s, vacation homes, and private jets. 
• Kenneth Copeland, “Tithing lays the foundation for your financial success.” 

o Give $ to God and He’ll give even more $ to you. 
� That’s not how God wants us to apply Malachi 3:10. 

• What they fail to understand - Malachi 3:10 was NOT written to us 
o written to Old Testament Israel when they lived under Mosaic Covenant 
o obedience to Law brought blessings on nation in this life 

• We’re not Israel & we don’t live under Mosaic Covenant 
o we live under the words of Jesus 
o told us: faithfulness more likely to bring pain than prosperity! 



o As Paul said in 1 Cor 3 - our reward is in the next life 
o Far better than reward in this life - enjoy it forever!! 

� That truth should inspire us to give generously and cheerfully to God 
• He will be no man’s debtor - He will reward us 
• Giving is simply making an investment in eternity 

 
o Application 2: [read 4:4] – Obey Me in every way 

� Book ends with broadest possible application – obey ALL of His commands in Mosaic Law 
• This subsumes the first application – tithing was a part of the Mosaic Law 
• We’re not under the Mosaic Law, but the principle is the same.  

� Farsighted people OBEY ALL OF GOD’S COMMANDS. 
• All the commands that Jesus and His apostles gave us in the New Testament 
• In other words, farsighted people make no excuse for sin 

� Be clear: it’s not our obedience that saves us on judgment day 
• saved by faith in Jesus 

� BUT, having been saved by faith, we will be judged by works to see who receives reward  
• to be rewarded - strive to obey all His commands 
• otherwise - “saved but as through fire” - no reward, nothing to show 

 
Let me end with a practical idea that helps me to obey God… 
� Regularly ask yourself, “If Jesus shows up right now, will He be pleased with what I’m doing? Or will I be 

ashamed of what I’m doing?”  
o It feels hypothetical to us - Jesus hasn’t returned for 2000 years - why would He now? 
o But if the Bible is true, then it isn’t hypothetical! He could return at any moment!! 
o When He does, what will He find you doing? 

� So filter everything through that questions… 
� If He comes at 8:05 tonight, will He be pleased with what you’re watching on TV, or will you be 

ashamed? 
� If Jesus comes while you’re at the movie theater, will He be pleased, or will you be ashamed? 
� If Jesus comes after you’ve shared that story with a friend, will He be pleased, or will you be 

ashamed? 
� If Jesus comes while you’re watching your really fussy kids, will He be pleased, or will you be 

ashamed? 
o When tempted: close your eyes & visualize that moment when you stand before Him 

� Ill: when I was at A&M - tough classes 
• Fluid dynamics was hard and not fun. I made it through with an “A” 
• How? By visualizing what life would be like when I graduated with good grades 

o the job I’d get; the home I could buy; feel of a paycheck in my hand 
• I imagined it in crystal clear detail - regularly - kept me studying 

� Practice farsighted vision - a discipline 
• train your mind to see beyond the pain of today to the reward of tomorrow 

� When temptation hits, close your eyes and picture standing before Jesus 
• If you’ve trusted in Him - you’ll go to heaven, see Jesus 
• Look at Him 



o not humble anymore! Glorious 
o body like molten metal - radiant - fall to your knees 
o eyes - clear and calm - yet piercing 
o sees into you - all your secrets - all you’ve done in the dark 

• Now you face a choice: Today will you… 
o add another sinful, ugly, shameful thing that He will see on that Day? 
o or choose obedience: something that will bring a smile to His face! 

� What you do today will determine what it’s like when you stand before Him on that day. 
o “Live everyday in light of that Day.” Live everyday as if it’s your last day before that Day 

 


