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Day of Reckoning 
Malachi 2:17-4:6 

 
 

Do you have a short-sighted view of life? What if your questions and concerns are symptomatic of 
your failure to trust God? The Israelites of Malachi's day questioned God's goodness, and did not 
really trust His character. This passage reminds us that The Day of the Lord will vindicate God's 
character, and those who do not trust Him will face judgment. 

 
• The Question: Where is God’s Justice (2:17; 3:13-15)? 
• The Charge: You Are Hypocrites (3:5-12)! 

Excuses for sin:  
� Everybody does it! 
� Nobody will know!  
� I didn’t really hurt anybody!  

• The Answer: The Day of the Lord Approaches (3:1-4; 3:16-4:6).  
� Who? Two Messengers (3:1-5). 
� What? Judgment and Vindication. 
� When? Two “days.” 

 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has 
sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, And recovery of sight to the blind, To set free those who are 
oppressed, To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.”  
—Luke 4:18-19  
 
For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. While 
they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains 
upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day 
would overtake you like a thief.  
—1 Thess 5:2-4  

 



 
 

 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and 
does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.  
—John 5:24  
 
For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man 
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work will 
become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test 
the quality of each man’s work.  If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a 
reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire.  
—1 Cor 3:11-15 
 

In what areas do you struggle to trust Him? 
• Money 
• Your body 
• Your time 
• Your work 
• Your future  

 
If Jesus came back right now, would he be pleased with what I’m doing? Or would I be ashamed?  
 


