
Dusty Davis 
Grace Bible Church 

 
The Family: Pillars 

 
Pillars of the Family 
INTRODUCTION 

- I get to spend the morning looking at the “Pillars” of the Family with you. 
- Overview and “Walk it Back” 

o As Brad laid out for us last Sunday, the family is the primary vehicle by which the Christian faith 
is passed from this generation to the next.  That is the way God designed it. 

o All of us are passing down something… 
� It is within GODLY FAMILIES that Faith is lived out and effectively is passed on...  Godly 

Families are centered on GODLY MARRIAGES… and Godly Marriages are comprised of 
GODLY PEOPLE! 

- DIAGRAM – In family, Jesus is the foundation, and the marriage is where you find the “pillars” of the 
family.  Then you have the kids, pets, extended family, Adopt an Aggie, etc. in 
the top. 

- If these pillars are going to be able to support all of that, we need to consider 
two things: 

o Each pillar’s integrity (strength/reliability) 
o Are the pillars in unity/working together 

 
PERSONAL WALK (strong/reliable)  

- What is the standard by which we measure?  
o The way I feel, how others around me are doing (we can always find someone better and worst), 

or holiness/Christ-likeness 
• 1 Pet 1:14-16 – “1:14 Like obedient children, do not comply with the evil urges you used to 

follow in your ignorance, 1:15 but, like the Holy One who 
called you, become holy yourselves in all of your conduct, 1:16 for it is written, “You shall 
be holy, because I am holy.” 
o Perfecting holiness / be a reflection of God  

- How do I get there?   
o Spiritual Disciplines (Last Summer’s Sermon Series) 

• Bible • Serving 
• Prayer • Giving 
• Worship • Fasting 

- But simply going through the motions isn’t what God is looking for. 
o Rev 2:2-4 – You’ve done a lot of stuff (deeds, toil, perseverance for My name’s sake, cannot 

tolerate evil men, tested false teachers)… “But I have this against you: You have departed from 
your first love!” 
� God doesn’t just want your actions… He wants your heart! 

• Reference David in Psalm 51:17 - The sacrifices God desires are a humble spirit – 
O God, a humble and repentant heart you will not reject. 

o Ex. Conversation with wife while on phone or watching Aggie Football 
Game. 
 



- So what’s the answer… 
o Romans 12:1-2 - Therefore I exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a sacrifice – alive, holy, and pleasing to God – which is 
your reasonable service. 12:2 Do not be conformed to this present world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, so that you may test and approve what is the will of God – what is 
good and well-pleasing and perfect. 
� The answer isn’t to look like a strong column but to be transformed into one. 

• A Styrofoam column can be painted to appear strong, but it won’t hold up. 
 
MARRIAGE (unity/working together) [Mark 10:6-9 – one flesh] 

- God has made you one flesh, but living as one doesn’t happen overnight.  It takes work. 
- Pillars working together (2 Contractors with different plans building one house) 
- Hardest thing about marriage is that 2 people are involved… Blending 2 deeply personal lives 

o Unconditionally Love/Extend Grace/Commit to Each Other 
� Precious Gift, Affirm Often (Prov. 31:10) 
� Contract vs Unconditional (Expectation vs Desire) 

o Get on the Same Page (Purpose/Value Statement) 
� What does it mean to be a Davis? 

• Respect, Modesty, Service, Leadership, Self-Control, Modesty, etc 
o Hurry Up and Wait 

� Do Something, but Know unity and transformation don’t happen overnight 
• We live in a microwave society 
• There will be hard times 

INTERVIEW (Simm’s & Stimson’s )  
- Introduction of who each couple is 
- What were/are the challenges and triumphs that you’ve encountered throughout life in 

o Pursuing the Lord as an individual 
o Pursuing the Lord “as one” with your spouse 
o (If time) Pursuing your spouse 

- It is so great to hear from others and know that we are not alone on this journey called life.  So, 
what do we do with all of this we’ve talked about today? 

 
APPLICATION 

- Sometime this week pull away for some intentional conversation with your spouse to evaluate… 
o How each of you are doing making your heart & mind available to the Lord as individuals 

and 
o How you are doing pursuing the Lord together 
� Come up with 1 thing that each of you can do to improve in these areas 

- For those who aren’t currently married, this is just as important to you.  My buddy Zack Nigliazzo 
(who didn’t marry until he was 37) once asked when God was going to give him the gift of a wife… 
God changed his focus by asking, “are you ready to be a gift to your wife”. 

o Focus on strengthening yourself as a pillar. 
� Find some safe community where you can talk through/evaluate your walk with the 

Lord 
� Come up with 1 thing you can change in your day-to-day life that invites God in to your 

life and makes your heart & mind available to Him. 


