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Unlike all other religions of the world, we worship a Triune God. But what does that mean, and does 
it really matter? 

 
Turn to John 17 
Next 7 weeks on the Fatherhood of God 
o One of most common names of God in New Testament 
o Jesus’ favorite way to address God was Father, even Abba (daddy) 
o Instructed us that we should think of God, relate to God, the same way 

 
Problem 

o “Father” does not elicit warm and wonderful thoughts for many 
o According to U.S. Census Bureau, in 2010 24 million children in America - one out of every three - lived 

without biological father in the home. Many others lived with fathers who were emotionally detached 
or even abusive. In recent surveys, only about a third of adult men and women described their fathers as 
role models. Vast majority don’t consider their fathers worthy of imitation. 

o So what? 
o A.W. Tozer, “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about 

us... For this reason... the most (telling) fact about any man is not what he at a given time may say or do, 
but what he in his deep heart conceives God to be like....” 

o Problem: “Father” is the most important way to think of God 
o Would not be a problem if “father” were just one of many names for God, and a relatively unimportant 

name at that. Think of Him as father or don’t think of Him as father; it doesn’t really matter. There are 
other ways to think of God. 

o Before I was born grandfathers picked out my name. They gave my mom two options. She could call me 
Ivan Axel, or Axel Ivan. They did not care which. My grandfathers were named Ivan and Axel. My parents 
picked out Brian Gregory. I could have been Axel or Ivan and it really would not have mattered much 
because those names don’t describe who I am. 

o Father is the most important name of God because it describes the identity of the first member of the 
Trinity, and it describes the way He relates to the other members of the Trinity (no Father, no son), and 
it describes the way He relates to us. 

 
Good news: God is not like earthly fathers 

o He is better than you can even imagine the best father to be. 
o He is powerful, but He uses His strength for our protection 
o He is true. We never have to doubt His word to us. 
o He is good, and kind; He is righteous, just, but His righteousness is life for us. 
o He is love 

 
Let’s think about God this morning, so that we can understand how He thinks of us. 
 
1. God is Triune. Oh no, a boring doctrine lecture. So what?! 

 
• Explain importance by comparing Trinity to other concepts of God 



• Hinduism – 300 million gods 
o Know one another; ignore or compete against one another. No unity. 

• Islam – just one God 
o Unity because there is just Allah 
o "Say: He is Allah, The One and Only. Allah, the Eternal, Absolute. He begets not, nor is He 

begotten. And there is none like unto Him." 
� Qur’an, Surah 112:1-4 

o Before creation, what was Allah doing? He was alone. There was no one else, and there was 
nothing else. 

o Tradition: 99 names for Allah. Allah the loving. If Allah can love, it is a quality he had to learn. He 
had to create before he could learn to love. 

o Why did Allah create? Lonely? Bored? 
o In most religions god(s) created to have someone to serve them because relationship was not 

natural. So it is in Islam 
o Obligation of worshippers – not love, but submission 

� Islam = submission; Muslim = one who submits 
o Central attribute = power 
o We become like what we worship. No wonder we see an emphasis on power, strength and even 

violence in much of the Muslim world. 
o Allah was eternally alone. Love was not natural to him. 

• Christianity: How do we normally go about trying to prove the existence of our God and the fact that He 
is the one true God? 

o Start with creation 
� Cosmological argument – something exists; ever effect has cause 
� Teleological argument – design, intelligence 
� God is powerful, smart 

o God existed before creation. He was doing something. What? 
o Delighting in the relationships within the Trinity. John 17:24 

• Only Christians worship a Trinitarian God. Trinitarian God is VERY different 
o God is three persons 

� John 17:11 – they share a name, which is “God” 
� John 8:58 
� Spirit is God; to lie to the Spirit is to lie to God 
� God was not eternally bored; God was not lonely 
� Love defines the essential nature of the relationships within the Trinity before creation 

existed 
o God is one God 

� One in nature; one in attributes; one in purpose; unified unity 
� No conflict or competition as in pantheon of gods 
� Percy Jackson; Greek gods; chaos, conflict, competition 

• Exaggerated versions of us – strengths and weaknesses 
� Trinity = mutual sharing and delight 

o This is only possible in a Trinitarian God 
 
2. God is a loving Father 
• Many names for God which describe various attributes or actions 

o God who sees 
o Before all of this, God is love. 

• Most important name of God is Father. What does a good father do? He loves His children. Every action 
he takes toward his children is driven by love. 
 



• God is love – 1 John 4:8b; 4:16b 
o Not “God is loving”; adjective. True of me...sometimes 
o Define “love” 

� Agape – almost non-existent before New Testament 
� To delight in without expectation or demand of reward – John 3:35 
� Not mere sentiment, but to act; to pursue for good; to initiate 
� God is an “outgoing,” giving God; love gives to bless the other 

o Parent with newborn child. What does child bring to family? Sleepless nights stinky diapers, and 
untold expenses. Mom, and sometimes dad, rise in the middle of the night to feed, change 
diapers, hold. Why? Love. 

o Mt 5:43-45.  
• Creation was an act of love. Not to simply prove His power, but share His love 

o Best moments are moments shared moments 
� I enjoy my time alone, but best moments are love 
� See a beautiful sunset alone – good. Share it with someone you love – far better.  
� Post pictures of where we have been on social media 
� Post pictures of lunch on Facebook. Count the # of “likes”; need to share the moment 

o Toughest men I have known become tender in old age 
� Reflect on friends, family, children, grandchildren 
� Tears come to their eyes 

• Redemption was an act of love – 1 John 4:9-10; Romans 5:8; John 3:16 
 
3. God is a sacrificing Son – Mark 10:45 
• Think of the sun and its rays. One does not exist without the other. 

o Hebrews 1:3. Father and Son are One in their nature and personality 
• John 14:31 

o Why did Jesus obey? Because He loves His Father 
o He loves what the Father loves, and the Father loves us 
o John 17 – My love in them 
o How did Jesus relate to God? As Father, even “daddy” 
o Pray this way, “Our Father”;  

• Serves by reconciling us back to our Father – John 1:12 
o By building a family for God – Romans 8:28-29 
o By making more little “suns” that can radiate God’s beauty to the world 

• We were made to love 
o What is the meaning of life? Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. 

Love your neighbor as yourself.   
o When are we most happy? When loving. Most miserable? When selfish. 

 
4. God is serving Spirit 
• Father is love, Son is love, Spirit is love 

o Love is outward, giving 
o John 16:13-16 

• Events where we see Father/Spirit/Son together 
o Spirit is never self-exalting. No competition within God 

• Creation – carries the creative Word of God forth 
• Baptism of Jesus – affirming, empowering, honoring 
• Salvation – Titus 3:5 

o Father sent Son out of love; Son gave Himself out of love; Spirit regenerated out of love 
 



o What is “salvation”? 
� Escape hell 
� Overcome sin. “Gospel of sin management” (Dallas Willard) 

• Stop breaking the rules; start obeying the rules 
� Become healthy and wealthy; from sickness and poverty 
� None of these things are bad! But salvation is so much more. 

o John 17:3; 17:22-26 
� Enjoy relationship. “Eternal” is a quality of life, not just duration 

o John 16:14-15. Divine approval, love 
o Galatians 4:6 
o Delighting, Michael Reeves, 99-100 

� “The Father, Son and Spirit love and enjoy each other and, created in their image, we 
were made to love and enjoy them. Blindly and foolishly, though, we have all turned to 
love and enjoy other things – things that in reality are completely unable to satisfy. But 
the Spirit’s first work is to set our desires in order, to open our eyes and give us the 
Father’s own relish for the Son, and the Son’s own enjoyment of the Father.” 

o With by Skye Jethani 
� Life under God (figure out the rules of the game; placate God) 
� Life over God (give up; go for life apart from God) 
� Life from God (get from God) 
� Life for God (serving) 
� Life with God 

• Obedience, service, transformation are results, effects 
o Problem 

� Parents weren’t that great, even bad 
� Don’t like our siblings. Churches aren’t loving 
� Dysfunctional families make it hard to conceive of God 
� Therefore we can’t worship...and we can’t be transformed into an image that we don’t 

know, understand or appreciate 
 
5. We are beloved children – 1 John 3:1-2 
• 2 most powerful moments in my life: holding my children for first time 
• Your first responsibility as a child? Enjoy that love. Smile back at your Father 

 
Application 

 
How deeply must God love you to have given you His Son? 

 
 


