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What distinguishes our God from all the many gods worshipped in this world? Above all else, that He 
is Trinity. Discover not only what the Trinity means but why it makes the Christian conception of 
God infinitely better than all others. 

 
What it means to call God our “Father”  

- “Father” one of the most common names for God in the New Testament 
 

But here’s the problem with the name “Father” 
- US Census Bureau 2010: 24 million children in America live without their biological father in the home – 

that’s 1 out of 3 
- Many others live with fathers who are emotionally detached or abusive 
- Only 1/3 of adults would describe their fathers as role-models 
- Good fathers are in short supply 
- I have a great dad, but I’m in the minority 
- So many of you grew up without a dad around, or with a dad who didn’t treat you well 

 
Here’s why that matters…  A.W. Tozer:  

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us… the most 
(telling) fact about any man is not what he at a given time may say or do, but what he in his deep heart 
conceives God to be like” 

 
If you had a bad father… 

- when you hear God called “Father” it won’t bring pleasant thoughts to mind 
- when we sing about God our Father it won’t stir up feelings of love and admiration 
- word “father” stirs up memories of pain, abandonment, disappointment  
- because that’s how your dad treated you 

 
We can no longer assume people know what a good father is… there’s just so few left 
So we’ll spend the next 7 weeks learning what it means to call God “Father” 

- and how it’s incredibly good news even if you had a bad dad 
- If you were blessed with a god dad  

o this study will grow your appreciation for your infinitely better heavenly dad 
o before whom even the best human fathers pale by comparison 

- If you didn’t have a good dad 
o I this study will clear the slate and give you a new definition of “father” 
o help you see what a good “father” is supposed to be and do by showing you the best Father of 

all 
 
My prayer, when all of this is said and done… when you hear that God is your Father  

- it will bring to your mind joyful thoughts of love, gratitude, and safety  
- no matter how badly your human father treated you 

 
Where do we begin our study of “God our Father”? With the first word – GOD 

- the word God means very different things to different people 



- My trip to India 
- fellow engineer – Hindu – 300 million gods! 
- Respected all, but chose 1 to worship – the particular god of his ancestors 
- His god: lived in a cave in a vast national park – could visit him 
- This god required his followers to shave their sons’ heads in a particular river 
- Thought to myself: “Wow, we have very different ideas about god! How am I going to describe my 

God to this man?” 
 
How would you describe the God of the Bible to a non-Christian neighbor  

Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, atheist? 
 
Hopefully, the first and foremost, you would say that…  
GOD IS TRINITY  

- the single most important distinction between our God and all other ideas about God 
 
= There is 1 GOD who eternally exists as 3 EQUAL PERSONS, Father, Son, and Spirit 
 
The word Trinity isn’t found in the Bible 

- word created by theologians in 3rd Century to describe the nature of God of the Bible 
- comes from the Latin word Trinitas meaning 3  

You can’t find the word in the Bible, but you can easily prove the concept  
 
First, we prove that there is only ONE GOD 

- Deut 6:4 - “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!”  
o The Jewish Shema – most important verse in entire Old Testament to Jews 
o There is one and only one God = monotheism 

- Isa 45:21-22 - “…there is no other God besides Me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none except 
Me. Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other.” 

o There is only one God and so all other gods are false  
o Allah, Vishnu, Zues, Baal… are not gods – just lifeless idols 

- That strict monotheism is carried forward into the New Testament – 1 Cor 8:4 
“…we know that there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God but one.” 

- There is only one God. That’s the first part of our proof of the Trinity 
 
Second, we prove that multiple persons, Father, Son, and Spirit, are each called God 

- That diversity was first clearly revealed in Ps 45:6-7…  
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You 
have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the 
oil of joy above Your fellows. 

o Very strange language - eternal God anointed by “Your God”  
o What’s going on? I don’t think the Jews knew what to do with that  
o It was just a hint from God about the Trinity 

- Not made clear until the New Testament… 
- The Father is called God by Jesus… John 20:17 

Jesus said to her, “Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren 
and say to them, ‘I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.’ ” 

- But Jesus is also called God… John 20:28 
Thomas answered and said to [Jesus], “My Lord and my God!” 

o Jesus doesn’t stop him – Jesus accepts that identification 
- The Spirit is called God… Acts 5:3-4 

But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some 



of the price of the land?... You have not lied to men but to God.” 
o “you lied to the Holy Spirit” = “you lied to God” 
o Just so we’re all clear – recognize that you can’t lie to a force, only to a person 
o The Holy Spirit is not some force field from God 
o He is a real Person with thoughts, emotions, will… just like the Father & Son 

- All 3 Persons listed together in the most famous Trinitarian verse… Mt 28:19 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit” 

There is One God who eternally exists as three equal Persons, Father, Son, and Spirit 
 
Now let’s stop for a moment… because this is getting awfully theological!  

- Talk about Trinity and people zone out – confusing, complicated, feels academic  
- seems unrelated to real life 
- so let me help you see the relevance of this… 

 
  Allah  Our God 

Nature: Mono-personal Trinitarian 
Before us:  All alone Enjoying His family 

Love, kindness, compassion: Dependent Inherent 
You’re invited to: Submit Join the family 

 
Our God is a Trinitarian God… Allah, the God of Islam, is not… 

- he is a mono-personal god…one divine person – that’s much easier to explain! 
- but what was life like for Allah before creation? He was all alone 

o absolutely, utterly alone for infinite eons of time 
o had no relationships with anyone because there wasn’t anyone else to relate to 

- when you have no one to relate to then LOVE, KINDNESS, COMPASSION…  
o are impossible because those are all relational terms – only exist in relationship  
o he had to make us before he could experience love 
o therefore his love is dependent on us because without us there is no one to love 

Now think about our God.  
- what was life like for our God before creation? He was enjoying His family! 

o He was not alone, not lonely 
o Father, Son, and Spirit delighting in one another 
o Enjoying each other’s company and caring for one another for all time 

- Our God did not need to create in order to know LOVE, KINDNESS, COMPASSION 
o they are an inherent, eternal part of who our God is  
o we’ll talk more about that in a moment. 

 
So in Islam you are invited to submit to an untouchable monarch alone on the throne 

- actually what the word “Muslim” means in Arabic: one who submits 
 
But in Christianity you are invited to join a family  

- Father, Son, Spirit who have enjoyed one another’s company for all eternity 
- open their arms wide to us – invite us in not as slaves but as children 
- 2 Cor 6:1 

“And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” says the Lord Almighty. 
- God invites us into His family not as servants but as sons and daughters!  

 
But let’s talk about this family that God invites us to join 
 



- Lots of families in this world we’d really rather not be part of – Unhealthy families 
o held together by the father’s power – no one will cross him, scared of him 
o held together by threats – do what you’re told or else 
o held together by convenience – just easier to stay together 

- You wouldn’t say “yes” to an invitation to joining a family like that 
- So what is God’s family like? What holds the Trinity together? 

 
We find the answer in the book of 1 John chapter 4… 1 John 4:7–8,16 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love… We have come to know and have believed the 
love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
 
Twice John says… “God is love”  

- He doesn’t say “God is loving”  
o as if it was just 1 of many adjectives that describe God on this particular day 
o If he’s said “God is loving,” there could be times when “God is not loving”  
o just a description that could vary depending on what mood God is in 
o that’s certainly how love works for me 

� it is not fundamental to who I am 
� it’s an adjective that describes me on some days, and not others 
� there are days when I am loving to my kids, and days when I’m not  
� usually based on how they’re behaving 

- But John doesn’t say “God is loving”… He says “God IS love”  
o Love is not an adjective to describe God  
o It is who and what God is at the core of His being 
o He IS love like I AM human 
o It is His unchanging, eternal nature 

- Love is what bound together the Father, Son, and Spirit for all eternity 
o John 17:24 

“Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they 
may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the 
world.” 

o The Father has always loved the Son – the Son has always loved the Father 
o The Spirit has always loved the Father and Son 
o Because God is love – it is His eternal disposition towards others 

- You see that love expressed when Jesus says, “the glory which you have given…”  
o The Father shows love to the Son by giving His glory to the Son 

 
- Here’s something you may never have thought of… 

o If you studied theology you’ve heard: the chief end of man is to glorify God  
� we exist to glorify God: praise Him, worship Him 
� That’s true: Ps 86:9 

o Now if we were talking about Allah – a 1-Person god 
� this solitary god created whole world of people just to sing his praises 
� that would sound a bit… selfish 
� created a whole universe just to make himself look good?! 
� sounds like an ego trip! 

o But not when it’s the Trinity 
� God the Father isn’t grasping for glory for Himself 
� He’s giving His glory to His Son – that’s His greatest desire of all 
� And the Son does the same…  



John 17:1,4 - Jesus… said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son 
may glorify You… I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You 
have given Me to do.” 
• Jesus didn’t glorify Himself – He directed all glory to the Father 

� The Spirit behind the scenes directs all glory to the Father & Son 
• stirs up human hearts to worship Father & Son 

o Because God is Trinity, there is no selfishness in the glory of God 
� There’s only love  
� Father, Son, Spirit selflessly giving their glory to one another 
� That’s what love is: you give what is yours to the one you love 
� That’s what the Trinity has been doing for all eternity 
� That’ why John says “God is love” – fundamental, eternal nature 

 
- And therefore love is more foundational to who God is than holiness, sovereignty, or wrath  

o because they only have meaning in relationship to creation 
o Holiness = God’s absolute separation from creation 

� Before creation God was not holy because there was nothing for God to be distinct from 
o Sovereignty = God’s absolute authority over all He has made 

� Before He made anything, God was not sovereign because there was nothing to rule 
over 

o Wrath = God’s righteous anger poured out on sin 
� Before creation there was no sin, and so there was no wrath 

o Holiness, sovereignty, wrath describe God only after He created 
o But love describes God as He has always been 

� It is His fundamental attribute 
o His love is not in any way contingent on creation 
o It is, in fact, God’s motivation for Creation… 

 
- The love of God is the answer to the most fundamental question of all, “Why do I exist?” The answer 

is… LOVE.  
o Think about other religions, why did their god(s) create humanity? 

� Most religions have no answer – e.g. Hinduism  
� Ancient Babylonians: Marduk created humans to be slave laborers 
� Islam: Allah created humans to worship him  

• “I have created… humankind only for My worship.” (Q 51:56) 
o Every other religion: it’s about what god gets from humanity 
o But Christianity claims exactly the opposite: God made to give… 
o John 17:22-23 

“The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are 
one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know 
that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me” 

� I don’t know how to do justice to this passage… sensational 
� Do you comprehend the magnitude of what Jesus is saying?! 
� “The glory which you have given Me”  

• the Father’s own glory… now given to us 
� “I in them and you in Me”  

• invited into the infinite love that has united the Trinity forever 
� “and loved them even as you have loved Me”  

• we’re loved with the exact same love the Father has for the Son  
o I am NOT saying “God the Father loves you”… that’s too small 

 



o I am saying “God the Father loves you JUST AS MUCH as He loves His Son” 
� There are not different levels of God’s love for people 
� My son is fascinated by the number infinity… 

• add 1… still infinity – can’t get bigger 
• subtract 100… still infinity 
• divide in half… still infinity 

� I realized: that’s the love of God in John 17! 
• Doesn’t have a quantity for Jesus and a smaller quantity for you 
• He has only infinite love for everyone He loves 

o The whole reason why God made us… so that He would have more children to infinitely love 
o Creation is overflow of God’s Trinitarian love 

� At some point long ago infinite love that binds the Trinity overflowed 
� He created us so He would have more beings to share His infinite love 
� He created us so we could be part of His loving eternal family 

o Romans 8:29  
For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His 
Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren 

� the Father created us so that we could become like His Son so He would have more 
children to love 

o Love is the ultimate motivation behind all of creation. 
 
And how do we know that?  
Other than reading a few verses, how do we know that love is the ultimate motivation for creation?  
Because of what God the Son did next… 

- This is ch17 in John – the Last Supper 
- What happened next? Jesus was arrested, tried, beaten, and crucified 
- Why? He’s God the Son – He has infinite power 
- Because of love for us 
- Rom 5:8 

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
- The love of God was proven on the cross 

o Humanity had heard about the love of God for 1000’s of years 
o but at the cross we saw it proven  

 
That sacrificial love is what makes it possible for sinners like us to join God’s perfect family 

- God the Son died and rose so that we could be forgiven and adopted  
- All we must do is believe 
- John 1:12  

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who 
believe in His name 

 
It’s love that motivated the Trinity to create us… and save us 
And it is love above all else that God feels for you when He looks at you  

- Recall A.W. Tozer quote: 
“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us” 

- C.S. Lewis heard that quote and strongly disagreed: 
“I read in a periodical the other day that the fundamental thing is how we think of God. By God Himself, 
it is not! How God thinks of us is not only more important, but infinitely more important to be loved by 
God, not merely pitied, but delighted in as an artist delights in his work or a father in a son—it seems 
impossible, a weight or burden of glory which our thoughts can hardly sustain. But so it is.” 

 



Most important thing about you / most essential thing /defining characteristic: 
When the Almighty Sovereign Creator looks down at you He feels LOVE 
- That is true whether you believe it or not… whether you feel it or not 
- So many of us assume God’s opinion of us is variable: shifts with our performance 

o If you obey He likes you more than if you don’t 
o Would make sense with a mono-personal god who created you to be servant 

� when you serve well, he’s pleased; when you don’t, he’s upset 
- But that’s not our God - our God is Trinity  

o Father, Son, and Spirit fully satisfied with one another for all eternity 
o God did not make you to get something from you 
o He made you so you could receive infinite love from Him 

 
And so what is it that delights the heart of God our Father? 
Well, I’m a father. So let me share my own experience. 
What are my favorite moments as a parent? 

- Not when Luke and Gracie obey or perform well 
o I am pleased when they obey or learn something new 
o but those aren’t the moments that stir the most powerful emotions in me 

- It’s when they come to me to be loved 
o When we’re reading and Luke climbs up on my lap even though he’s 5 
o When Gracie skins her knee and runs to me for comfort 
o When Julie gets the kids out of the nursery and they see me in the foyer… 

� I love being with you all… but this is nothing compared to that moment 
 
My greatest joy as a parent is when my children come to me to be loved 
 
So it is with God 

- The Trinity’s greatest joy in us is when we come to them to be loved 
- God longs to share with you the infinite love that has always bound the Trinity together 

 
That’s what’s so unique about your God 
 He is Trinity 
 And because He is Trinity, He is the eternal source of infinite love 
 Love that overflowed into the creation of human creatures made in the image of God  

so they could enjoy the infinite love of God now and forever 
 
Let us give thanks 
 


