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We Belong to Him 
Galatians 4; Ephesians 1-2 

 
 

God our Father turned His face away from the Only Begotten, so that we, children of sin, wrath and 
death, could be adopted into the family of God. Praise God! We belong to Him! 

 
Need for belonging 
• Ladies, there are other ways that you experienced rejection or belonging growing up, but for guys it was 

choosing teams on the playground. 
• Stressful time. Reoccurred every day. 

o Established your value as a human being for that day 
o Asked my kids; who would you pick? Depends on the contest? Math, science, history, soccer, 

basketball? Always pick those who can perform the best. Depending on how badly you want to 
win, you might even skip over your friends. Playground is a cutthroat world!  

• We all want to belong. We all need to belong. And we want to know that there is a valuable contribution 
we can make.  

 
The most fundamental way that God has revealed Himself is as a Trinity: Father, Son and Spirit, enjoying one 
another, loving one another for all of eternity. Creating in order to share that love, to invite us into that love at 
the initiation of the Father. 
 
What does a great father do? A great father creates a great family. In a great family... 
• You belong (group). And this is a group worth belonging to 
• You are special (individual) 

o No matter how many children are in the family, within this special group, you have a special 
place; unique contribution only you can make 

• God, our Father, has done this for you. How? Paradoxically, through rejecting His only begotten Son. 
 
TRANSITION: The Son was rejected so that we could be adopted 
• My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? 

o Jesus called God His Father, even Abba. Here He calls Him simply God. 
o Darkness in the day. Why? Symbol of lack of God’s presence.  
o Son died because sin created separation from the Father 
o Why did He reject His Son? 

• We were born into a corrupt family – Eph 2:1-3 
o Slaves of sin and death – Eph 2:1 

� Why a slave? Opposite of a son was a slave; no part in the family 
� No rights, no privileges; slave was property; not a living human 
� Aristotle. “...there is nothing common to ruler and ruled, there is not friendship either... 

between craftsman and tool... the slave is a living tool and the tool a lifeless slave.” 
� You have no choice but to sin 

• Not as bad as you could be; better than some 
• Always self-centered 

� You have no choice but to die 
• Spirit separated from God’s Spirit 
• Body will separate from your spirit 



 

o Servants of Satan – Eph 2:2 
� Satan? Seriously? Spiritual forces at work in this world, directed, empowered by Satan 
� All that you do to promote yourself and your will works against God...and for the 

Adversary of God, Satan. 
� Deceitful. Makes you think it is your will, and your way is best 

o Children of wrath – Eph 2:3b 
� Wrath is God’s hatred of sin 
� For all of eternity past, God never experienced anger, wrath 
� NOT: God is wrath, wrath, wrath. God is love 
� God is holy, i.e. perfect, utterly apart from sin 
� All have sinned. No, just made some mistakes. 
� Eph 2:3 – lusts, desires.  
� Jesus: not just adultery, but lust 

o That’s the family we were born into 
o Ephesians 2:4-7 

• Eph 1:3-6 – God our Father chose us for His family 
o Nothing worse than being rejected; nothing better than being accepted 
o Before creation. God wanted you before you were born 
o Not based on performance. You had not done anything yet.  

� “in Christ,” “in the Beloved” 
� Motivated by loving kindness – Eph 1:4a-5 

 
1st century privileges of adoption – Eph 1:5 
• Why sons rather than sons and daughters? 

o No special privileges for daughters 
� If he had said sons and daughters, the impression might have been, Some of you are 

important and some 2nd class 
o You are all sons 

• Privileges of adoption 
o Provision – food, clothing, housing 
o Family identity. Name. 
o Relatives. Safety and security. 
o Inheritance 
o Trade. Future provision, respect. 
o Greater marriage opportunities. Provision for present and future. 

• You are all “firstborn” sons – Heb 12:22-23 
o Double share in the inheritance 
o Leadership of the family 

• Paul builds an analogy for our spiritual lives from this cultural practice 
 

Biblical privileges of adoption – Galatians 4:4-5 
• Redemption (from slavery) 

o Roman adoption process 
� New father purchased 3 times; released 2 times, reacquired by old master/father; third 

time belonged to new master/father 
� All debts cancelled 
� Obligation to previous owner/father cancelled 

o Ex – We own a cat. I never wanted a cat. Daughter kept insisting we needed a dog or a cat, so I 
would take her to the pound just to delay the decision. Dogs were noisy, bothered her ears. 
Mom has allergies, can’t get a cat. But we can look and pet. Played with Tux. I had a moment of 
insanity. $12 later, owned a cat. Next 10 years wondering why. 



 

o We redeemed Tux from slavery in the pound, a terrible home, death 
o Rationalized decision because love daughter and saw a good illustration 
o 1 Peter 1:18-19 
o Eph 1:7-8a 
o God’s motivation? Grace = unmerited favor, love, kindness in Christ 

� Sound of Music; Maria discovers she is loved by Captain Georg von Trapp although she is 
just a servant. She sings, “Nothing comes from nothing, nothing ever will...somewhere 
in my youth or childhood, I must have done something good.” 

� Some deny the Master who bought them (2 Pet 2:1) 
• Intimacy (with the Father) – Gal 4:6 

o Belonging 
o Jews thought of God as “Father” in a distant sense 

� Not even allowed to say His name, or write His name 
o Jesus revealed His Father to us – John 1:18  

� ἐξηγέομαι (exegeted). To relate in detail, expound, explain, make clear 
• Inheritance – Gal 4:7 

o Spirit as down payment 
o Eternal intimacy with Father, Son and Spirit 
o Meaning/purpose 

� Let us make man in Our image, and let them rule 
� New heavens and new earth 
� Resurrected, glorified bodies; like Jesus 

o Romans 8:14-17. All three summarized in these verses 
 
• Children matter to God – Psalm 127:3 

o New Testament draws from Roman practices/privileges but Jewish values 
� Romans did not place as much value on children 
� Unwanted child exposed; left to die; couldn’t feed or educate 
� Most Roman adoptions were of adults! Secure succession, inheritance 
� Romans did not value adoption; did not value the vulnerable 
� God revealed Himself as Father who cares for all of His children 

o Especially children who are vulnerable – James 1:27 
� Height of Jewish sin = idolatry, failure to keep Sabbaths (give land its rest) and failure to 

care for vulnerable 
� Isaiah 1:16-18 

o We are all vulnerable children, in need of God’s rescue 
o When we care, we imitate God our Father; we model the gospel 

 
Who has read Lord of the Rings? Chronicles of Narnia? Harry Potter?  
• All of these series popular for the same reason. Wildly popular in their day. 
• Most recent, Potter: 7 books sold 450m copies worldwide. The movies have made around $8B  
• Why are these stories so popular? 

o magic and most people like that 
o well written compared to most young adult fiction 
o Potter: cultural phenomenon – you almost felt left out if you didn’t read it 

• greatest reason primal desire we all share – the desire to belong. 
o It’s the story of an orphaned boy who was taken in by his aunt and uncle; but they rejected him. 

No one cared about him. He didn’t fit in. He had no friends. No one remembered his birthday. 
He lived under a staircase! He was completely alone. He did not belong. 

o Then letter delivered by an owl changed everything… all of a sudden Harry Potter belonged. He 
was invited into a place where he where he was special, where he was valued. And over the 



 

course of the series he found a family at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry 
• J.K. Rowling made billions off Harry Potter because she tapped into that timeless story that we all love – 

the outcast who finds a home where he belongs. That’s what we all want – deep inside whether we’re 
consciously aware of it or not 

o That’s why we did all those silly things in Junior High… we just wanted to belong! We wanted 
feel accepted and valued. 

• We all want to belong to a family where we are loved and valued. 
 
Ex – J.R.R. Tolkien, Lord of the Rings 
• Hobbits are the heroes; marginalized by the rest of the world 

Ex – Chronicles of Narnia 
• Children are the heroes; war orphans (father at war; mother in London) 
• Need to belong. Belong to someone and something important. 
• Need to be valuable. To make a valuable contribution 

 
Each of these authors was drawing on the theme of the One, True story...the story of the family of God our 
Father 
• Fantasy is ok, but reality is better. 
• You belong to God 

 
Pray 
Enjoy your blessing of adoption this Easter Day! 
He is risen! 
 


