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His Generous Provision 
James 1:17; Matthew 7:7-12 

 
 

God is a generous Father who loves to give good gifts. Every good thing comes from Him, and the 
most valuable gift He gives is the opportunity to know Him. 

 
As a parent, Christmas has become less about receiving gifts and so much more about watching our kids open 
them.  Most parents find that to be the case. A good parent loves to give gifts to his children. Whether those 
gifts are toys or simply time, parents rejoice when they can give to their kids.  
 
Kids don’t always trust their parents, though, or understand why they receive one gift rather than another. I 
didn’t always like when my parents or grandparents gave me clothes instead of toys. I didn’t always like it when I 
asked for a gift and didn’t receive it. It was hard to trust at times.  
 
Subject: The same is true in our relationship with God as our Father. He loves to give gifts. He is a generous God, 
one who gives good gifts to His people freely (James 1:5).  
 
As we have talked about God the Father over the past several weeks, we’ve talked about how He wants to have 
a relationship of love with each of us. He longs to demonstrate kindness and mercy to His people. Like any loving 
Father, God is generous. He doesn’t withhold anything we need or anything that is for our ultimate good.  
 
Need: For all of us, though, we have a hard time believing in God’s generosity. When circumstances are amiss, 
we don’t always trust Him. We worry that He’s not good. When we pray and don’t receive, we are often quick to 
attribute our lack to a deficiency in God’s character.  
 
For some of you, your human parents fell short in ways that make it tough for you to even accept the idea of a 
generous heavenly Father.   
 
As we close the series on God our Father, our final message is going to focus on the generosity of God and we’re 
going to explore the concept that we can always trust His good character. We can always trust that what He 
gives is for our best. He is not arbitrary or abusive or neglectful, but is a good and generous Father. That means 
that even in the middle of life’s challenges and disappointments, we can hold onto His character. Even in the 
middle of unanswered prayer, we can hold onto His character. We can thank Him for what He’s given, and we 
can trust that if He hasn’t given something, it’s because that’s not best for us.  
 
Let’s examine a few principles of God’s generosity. First:  
 
God loves to give what is good (James 1:17; Matthew 7:7-11).  

God gives what is good, not what is evil. 
Matthew 7:7-11  “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Or 
what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, 
he will not give him a snake, will he? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!” 
 



James 1:17  “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.”  
 
Evil does not originate with God. Evil originates from sin. Suffering and death originate from sin. When God 
judges sin, it’s not because He is unjust or because He likes to hurt. It’s because sin demands a consequence. 
God, however, loves to give things that are good.  
 
This is why James says emphatically that when we are tempted, we cannot blame it on God. That was the lie 
of Adam and Eve – they blamed God for placing them in a situation that caused temptation, but God placed 
the blame squarely back on their shoulders.  
 
God disciplines, and God judges, and those are often unpleasant experiences. But even in His discipline and 
judgment, God is always right and good. God is the giver of everything good. Sin and evil and death are 
aberrations to what God created and intended.  
 
What God loves to do is to give good things. Consider the world He made. He called it “good” from the very 
beginning. There was an earth free of sin, animals that reflect His perfection and glory, people who knew 
Him. He gave Adam and Eve a perfect home and told them to eat freely from the thousands of trees there. 
He walked with them and talked to them.  
 
With Israel, He gave them a relationship with Him and a place to live and the understanding they needed to 
do what was right. He wanted to give them good things.  
 
That’s who God is. All too often, we doubt that reality. (Financial hardship, family problems, health issues, 
death, etc.). Why?  

1. We think we deserve what we don’t deserve – leading to bitterness or envy.  
2. We fail to recognize that we live in a fallen world. God is not to blame for the consequences of sin. 

Sin is to blame.  
3. We forget the gospel. The death and resurrection of Jesus is God’s ultimate answer to whether or 

not He is good. When our sin prevented God from giving us every good gift, He gave us His Son to 
restore what was lost.  

 
This concept will be revolutionary if you are accustomed to thinking of God primarily as a punisher. He 
punishes sin because it’s not best for us or for His world. He loves the world and He loves people, and that’s 
why He has to judge sin. So the death of Jesus is ultimately rooted in God’s love and desire to give us what is 
good.  
 
When you are tempted to believe that God wants to harm you or doesn’t care, remind yourself of this 
aspect of His character. 
 

God loves to be asked (Matthew 7:7-8; James 4:2b-3).  
Matthew 7:7-8   “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 
For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” 
James 4:2b-3   “You do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.”  
 
Both of these passages indicate that God wants to be asked for gifts. That’s because He wants a relationship 
with us. He wants us to depend on Him.  
 
If you want to be closer to Him, have you asked? If you want a family member to believe in Jesus, have you 
asked?  



 
God likes to be asked, not because He doesn’t know our needs, but because He wants us to depend on Him 
like children.  
 
Illustration: Every parent has seen a kid trying to reach something high and thought, “Why don’t you just ask 
for help?” 
• Sometimes we ask and don’t get what we want, though. Why?  

James tells us that sometimes our motives are wrong, and that’s one reason. Maybe we are asking 
selfishly. God loves most to give things that further His kingdom.  
• Sometimes we are in sin and that causes a barrier (Isaiah 1:15-17) 
• Sometimes what we are asking for is against God’s will – Jesus Himself asked to avoid the Cross,  

but realized going was God’s will.  
• Sometimes we don’t know why God doesn’t answer.  

 
But the Scripture tells us to persist, because God loves to give good gifts, and He loves to be asked.  
 
I think that often when we persist, what happens is that we learn more and more about the types of prayers 
God answers. We learn more and more about His character and when to pray for what.  
 
Illustration: George Mueller – a lifetime of persistent prayer taught him something about God that I don’t 
understand. Perhaps that’s why we’re called to persist.  
 
What I do know is that God is generous and wants to give good gifts, and wants to be asked.  
Most of all, I think He loves to be asked for those spiritual blessings. Why? Because:  
   

God loves to give Himself (Luke 11:13 – He gives the Holy Spirit to those who ask).  
Luke 11:13  “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”  
 
The best gifts God gives are those that involve knowing Him. That’s the truth of a good and perfect Father. 
He is generous, not only in giving material gifts, but in giving Himself.  
 
Illustration:  I don’t remember very many material gifts from my childhood.  But I remember wrestling with 
Dad, I remember the lessons he taught us about work, I remember the engaging conversations we had. In a 
nutshell, I remember the time he took to give Himself. Not the stuff. 
 
A father can send presents at every holiday, provide a big house and a good education, but still not really 
give Himself. God gives Himself. He gives us a relationship with Him.  
 
The most generous gifts God can give us are spiritual, not material or physical:  
 
- Forgiveness of sin (Romans 5:15-17 – this grace, or the FREE GIFT of God toward us, that we are declared 

righteous because of His good gifts).  
 
Romans 5:15-17  “But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the 
many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, 
abound to the many. The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one 
hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the 
free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. For if by the transgression of the one, 
death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.” 



 
- Eternal life (Eph 2:8-9; Romans 6:23; salvation is a free GIFT from an overwhelmingly generous God). 
- The Holy Spirit (John 14:16-18; the Father will GIVE the Spirit so that we are not orphans, alone without 

the Father’s presence).  
- Adoption as Sons (Romans 8:14-17).  
 
We get focused on material and physical blessings, often forgetting how much God has given us spiritually.  
 
Perhaps that is because we don’t always believe that spiritual blessings are “real.” But they are ultimately 
more real and eternal than our material blessings.  
 

Mt 6:33 – Seek first the kingdom and God will take care of the material stuff.  
 
Why is that important? Because when we fail to focus on spiritual blessings, we focus on material and 
physical ones. So we lose sight of how generous God is because we don’t have everything we want. But in 
Jesus, He’s already given us more than everything we need!  
 
So God is unfailingly generous. Everything you have that is good comes from Him. The best thing you have is 
a relationship with Him. So how do we respond?  
 

Application 
- Praise God for His gifts (Eph 5:20 – always giving thanks to God the Father for everything in the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ).  
- Persist in Prayer – Ask, Seek, Knock. Keep it up! Don’t give up! 
- Trust His goodness (1 Pt 5:7 – casting your anxiety on Him, because He cares; don’t worry about whether 

He loves and will care for you. He does and He will.) 
 

God is a generous God, waiting to be asked, most of all for those gifts that draw us closer to Him. So this week, 
invest a few minutes each day, asking God for the gift of Himself. Ask that you will know Him better and serve 
Him well and understand His will. And then trust His goodness and generosity while you wait for an answer.  
 


