
Matt Morton 
Grace Bible Church - Creekside 

 

What Happens When We Die? 
1 Thessalonians 4:13; Luke 16:19-31 

 
Death is always a source of grief, and it always raises tough questions. Where do people go when 
they die? Is death permanent? Are heaven and hell real places? The Scripture tells us that death is 
our enemy, but Jesus has defeated it. Although we grieve, we can grieve with hope. Those who 
believe in Jesus can have assurance that they will live with Him forever. Not even death can defeat 
God's people, because Jesus has overcome it. 

 
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as 
do the rest who have no hope.  
1 Thessalonians 4:13  
 
• Our spirit separates from our body.  

 
Cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles 
it shall grow for you; and you will eat the plants of the field; by the sweat of your face you will eat bread, till 
you return to the ground.  
Because from it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  
Genesis 3:17b-19  
 
For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is 
death.  
1 Corinthians 15:25-26  
 
For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven, inasmuch as we, 
having put it on, will not be found naked.  
For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed 
but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life. 
2 Corinthians 5:2-5  
 

• Our spirit goes to Heaven or to Hades (Luke 16:19-31).  
 
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life…  
He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  
John 3:16, 18  
 
And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His son. He who has the Son 
has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. 
1 John 5:11-12  
 

• Christians wait for Christ’s return.  
 
Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet;  



for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will all be changed. For this 
perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immorality. 
1 Corinthians 15:51-53  
 

• Do you know you will spend eternity with Jesus?  
• Will you share the message of eternal life with those who need to hear it?  
 


