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What is Hell Like? 

 
The concept of hell is probably the most unpopular doctrine in Christianity. And yet, Jesus talked 

about hell quite a bit. What does the Scripture say about hell? Who goes there, and why? What is it 

like? And how can it be avoided? 

 

 

• What does the Bible tell us about hell?  

• How should we respond to the doctrine of hell?  

 

Hell is:  

• Just (Rom 3:23; 6:23; 2 Thess 1:6-9; Matthew 25:46).  

 

For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to you 

who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty 

angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not 

obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the 

presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.  

2 Thessalonians 1:6-9 

 

These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.  

Matthew 25:46 

 

• Eternal (Revelation 20:10-15; Mark 9:42-49).  

 

And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the 

false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever…  

Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if 

anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  

Revelation 20:10, 14-15 

 

[The wicked] will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.  

Matthew 25:46 

 

• Terrible (Luke 16:19-31; Luke 13:28).  

 

In Hades [the rich man] lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his 

bosom. And he cried out and said, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may 

dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.  

But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise 

Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony.” 

Luke 16:23-25 

 

In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and 

all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but yourselves being thrown out.  

Luke 13:28 



 

• Avoidable (2 Peter 3:9; Romans 3:23-26).  

 

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for 

any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  

2 Peter 3:9 

 

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God.  

1 Peter 3:18a 

 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of 

Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.  

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 

 

– Have you trusted in Jesus?  

– Will you be an ambassador of Christ, imploring those around you to be reconciled to God?  

 

 

 

 


