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The Way of Wisdom 
Proverbs 1:1-7 

 
 

More than intellect, knowledge or education, "wisdom" pertains to skillful living. Wisdom blesses; 
wisdom beautifies; wisdom protects. Wisdom is God's to give, and He loves to give it lavishly. Will 
you seek it and receive it from Him? 

 
Last year, at the Henry Vilas Zoo in Madison, Wisconsin, Amanda Hall, 24, climbed into the giraffe enclosure 
because she loves giraffes. Made it over first fence and onto the top of second fence before 2-year-old Wally 
(who weighs over a ton) licked her and then kicked her off the fence. There is a reason giraffe cages are double-
fenced. Giraffe’s have been known to kick lions to death. Amanda received the appropriate fine for harassing a 
zoo animal, $686.  
 
Amanda Hall is an intelligent, educated young woman, but we could make the argument that she lacks wisdom. 
Is there a proper time and place for a particular person to get near a giraffe? Certainly. Wisdom is knowing if you 
are that person. And of course, there are many, many other applications for wisdom in everyday life. 
 
This summer we will be studying a variety of areas of life in which wisdom applies, particularly the wisdom 
found in the book of Proverbs. I love Proverbs because you can open it, read, and find something immediately 
applicable to everyday life. So let’s open our Bibles to Proverbs chapter 1 and get started. 
 
READ Proverbs 1:1-7 
 
I. The Author(s) of Proverbs 

o Several authors 
� Solomon wrote the majority of the book; is the most well-known 
� “son of David, king of Israel” 

o Reigned for 40 years, from 970 until 931 B.C. 
o 1 Kings 10:14-22, 26-27  

� unified; prosperous; peace with surrounding nations –  
� International prestige – wealth and wisdom of its ruler. How? 
� 1 Kings 3:5-15; Solomon asked for wisdom  
� 1 Kings 4:29-34; Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived,  
� Kings and queens came to learn from him; The Queen of Sheba (Yemen) 

 
o However, he also made major mistakes in his life 

� Warning – Deut 17:16-17 
� 1 Kings 11:1-8 

o Solomon’s life juxtaposes wisdom and foolishness (just like us) 
o Do as I say, not as I do! 
o He wrote this collection of Proverbs to pass his wisdom on to others, specifically to his own son (possibly 

Rehoboam, but maybe another). 
� Rehoboam was a foolish son; would not listen to wisdom 

 
o Fortunately we can still learn from the book of Proverbs because, ultimately, God is the author and 

source of all wisdom – Job 28:12-28 



 

� Prov 3:19. created world through wisdom; woven into fabric of universe 
� He demonstrated His wisdom in Jesus Is 11:2; Col 2:3 
� Do you want to be wise? First step is to receive God’s Son 

 
When you open the book of Proverbs, what will you find? Prov 1:1 
 
2. The Content of Proverbs 
 
• mashal. From Hebrew verb = “to be like,” or another verb meaning to “rule” 

o Possibly a play on words designed to convey both meanings 
o Comparison or teaching by metaphor 
o If, when followed, keeps the doer in control of a situation 

• Normally brief statements – Prov 10:4 
o Observation with implied exhortation 
o 2 icons of wisdom, both short and old. Spoke in pithy statements 
o Mr. Miyagi: “Ambition without knowledge is like a boat on dry land.”  
o Yoda: “Do or do not. There is no try.” “Named must your fear be before banish it you can.” 

“Mind what you have learned. Save you it can.”  
o Modeled after proverbial statements from many cultures 

• Discourses – Lady Wisdom calls out 
• They are statements (long or short) of general truth, principles not promises  

o Prov 3:1-2; 3:9-10 
o generally work for anyone, even people who don’t believe in God 

 
• Structure  

o Prologue (1-9) 
o Proverbs of Solomon (10-22:16, 25-29) 
o Sayings of the wise (22:17-24:34). 
o Agur and Lemuel (30-31). 
o Structured hard to follow. How life hits us! You never know what is coming next.   

 
3.  The Purpose of Proverbs – 1:2-6 

o 5 purpose clauses given in the prologue 
o To impart “wisdom”; 1:2-6 packed with vocabulary; main idea is wisdom 
 
o Definition: Wisdom is skillful living. Wisdom is the ability to live our lives in a skillful manner, in a way 

that shows not simply our intellect or education but also our ability to apply that knowledge to 
particular situations in life.   

 
o Have you ever known a person who just seems to know what to do in any given instance?  Who is able 

to quickly and carefully assess the facts of a situation and come up with the right response, one that is 
both morally and practically sound?  That is wisdom.   
 

o Need: The need for wisdom in your life should be relatively obvious. Life is about the choices and 
decisions we make. We make these decisions every day. Career, spouse, finances, family, friends, 
money, values, speech, etc.   

 
o Principle: 

� Wise decisions yield good results – Prov 8:35 
� Foolish decisions yield poor results – Prov 8:36  

 



 

Biblical wisdom includes 4 key elements: 
 
A. (Wisdom includes) Knowledge about how things work (2, 5-6) 

o “to know” = experiential knowledge; “watch and learn, observe, this is how life works” 
o Wisdom does not end with intellectual knowledge, but it is not devoid of intellectual knowledge 

either.   
o Ex – Hudson Taylor. Educated himself in medicine because he needed a platform through which 

he could preach the gospel in China. As the ministry grew, he needed organizational leadership 
skills, counseling skills, human resources skills, fund-raising skills, Bible, theology, original 
languages. All implemented through deep dependence on God’s wisdom 

o “All truth is God’s truth” = scientific, historical, mathematical 
o Don’t fear knowledge, but don’t become puffed up; means not end 

 
B. (Wisdom includes) Moral Character – Prov 1:3 

o Righteousness – life in harmony with God’s designs for the world. 
o Justice – The ability to judge situations according to God’s standards 
o Equity – Doing right by all people; morally upright; used of cow walking down path and not 

departing or wandering 
o Knowledge apart from moral character leads to evil and pride.    

� Illustration: Medical doctors in the SS performing human experimentation on POW’s. 
Froze them to death, gave them malaria, sterilized them, subjected them to mustard 
gas, etc., in the name of scientific knowledge. That is knowledge, but not wisdom.   

 
o A college degree alone does not provide wisdom, just knowledge. 
o Profs educated, intelligent, degreed, and immoral; messy lives 

 
C. (Wisdom includes) Discernment – 1:2 

o “Solomon and the two women (1 Kings 3:16-28)  
o 1 Kings 3:9 
o discern” = ability to make distinctions 
• between (preposition); space between (noun) 
• It is the ability to figure out the BEST course of action in the situation.   

o “Wisdom is understanding the relative importance of things” 
• Philippians 1:9-10a – the things that differ 
• Seldom in life are we presented with just one option 

 
o Tricky in many situations in life 
• Greed/hoarding bad, but we should save for future, family   
• the Scripture says to honor your parents, but what if your parents seem to be discouraging 

you from sharing your faith? 
• 15:23 v. 27:14  
• Prov 26:4-5.  Answer fool or don’t answer fool? Wisdom required  

 
D. (Wisdom includes) Practical Skill (4) 

o Biblical term (hochma) refers to skill in a particular area.   
• craftsmanship (Exodus 3:2-5), because Bezalel knew how to take raw materials and turn 

them into something worthwhile.  
• political skill, or shrewdness (1 Kings 2:6, David encouraging Solomon to wisely kill Joab).  
• Most often ability to take principles of Scripture and apply them to everyday life. 



 

o Illustration: MacGyver (1985-1992). Used a paperclip, duct tape, and a ball of twine to save the 
world. He always knew just what to do.   

o Zack/Chris – making camp stove from aluminum can and rubbing alcohol   
 
Wisdom includes knowledge, character, discernment and skill 
 
4.  The Charge of Proverbs 
 

o Consider who you are and who you want to become 
o Naïve/youth: has not yet learned but is a blank slate, so to speak.  In danger of becoming a fool, 

but has the chance to be wise. Impressionable 
o Wise person: living skillfully but knows he can grow; never finished 
o Fool: always thinks he is right, never listens to the right counsel  
o Mocker: Openly makes fun of the wise and the principles of wisdom.   
o Proverbs not helpful for last two; object lessons for the naïve and the wise 

o Respond with humility – Prov 1:7 
o Exodus – don’t be afraid, but fear 
o Will you humble yourself and seek from God what you can’t find anywhere else? 

 
– Submission to God based on an understanding of who He is (power, authority, intelligence, goodness, etc.) 
 
Illustration: Heard George and Barbara Bush speak. Opportunity to meet them, get autograph. Tristy pulled 
back. “That’s the President!” How would you act if you were in the Oval Office with the President? A bit 
deferential, respectful, obedient?  Why not much more so before God (whom we are always before)?   
 
True wisdom has its source in him.  All good advice springs from God.   
Not Dear Abby, People magazine, PBS, a movie, etc.  It is not found from the world’s idea of what will work and 
what will not.   
 
The only way to find wisdom is to pursue it along the pathways God has provided: His Word, His Spirit (James 
1:5), His people.   
 
D. Humility 
 
Pray for wisdom quietly for a moment.   
 
The Blessings of Wisdom 
Advice always offered with motivation 
1:5. “Acquire” is related to words for cattle and wealth 
 
1:4 – prudence can also be translated “craftiness” (getting the job done; finding a way) 
 


