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Words to the Wise 
Proverbs 1:1-7 

 
 

The book of Proverbs offers God's wisdom to everybody who will receive it. Wisdom is the ability to 
live in a skillful manner. God offers it to us generously. Will we listen and apply the wisdom of God? 

 
Illustration: Movie depictions of wisdom – Yoda, Mr. Miyagi, Dumbledore. All are old. All use short, pithy sayings 
that communicate wisdom.  
Dumbledore: “It takes a great deal of bravery to stand up to our enemies, but just as much to stand up to our 
friends.” “Those who are best suited to power are those who have never sought it.”  
Miyagi: “Never put passion in front of principle. Even if you win, you lose.” “Ambition without knowledge is like 
a boat on dry land.”  
Yoda: “Do or do not. There is not try.” “Named must your fear be before banish it you can.” “Mind what you 
have learned. Save you it can.”  
 
Our culture’s wisdom is often wrong, but they borrow the format from Proverbs! Proverbs are short, pithy 
statements that reflect the wisdom of God. Some people do not understand them, but those who are seeking 
wisdom will learn from them. (“A penny saved is a penny earned.”)  
 
We are going to spend the summer months studying the book of Proverbs to learn wisdom from the book of 
wisdom.   
 
Need: The need for wisdom in your life should be relatively obvious.  Whether you are a college student or a 
spouse or a parent or a working person, you need to know how to make wise decisions about money and 
relationships and career and spirituality. We need to know how to do what is right according to God’s standards 
rather than to do what is foolish. My guess is that you can think of at least a few situations in your life right now 
that require wisdom.  
 
We want to make decisions that are not foolish, unwise, or harmful to ourselves or other people.  We want to 
know which kind of advice to follow and which to ignore.  We want to avoid repeating the mistakes of the past 
(both ours and others) by listening to the Scripture and wise men and women.   
 
That is what the book of Proverbs is about, helping us to gain wisdom, or skill, for living well.  It was written so 
that we live a life reflective of the wisdom of God, so that we can apply it well and live it as He desires.   
We are going to look at the book of Proverbs this summer and examine how we can live lives of wisdom, of skill.  
How can we apply the words of God to our everyday lives?     
 
I. Author of Proverbs 
 
The author of most of the book is “Solomon, son of David, king of Israel.” 
-Reigned for 40 years, from 970 until 931 B.C., held the nation together. 
-Best known for his great wisdom, given to him by God.  
1 Kings 3:3-14; Solomon asked for wisdom to rule in Israel, and God chose to bless him and make him wiser than 
anybody who had ever lived 
1 Kings 4:29-34; Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived, and he was wise on a broad variety of subjects.   



The Queen of Sheba even came to see Solomon to gather wisdom from him (1 Kings 10).  
 
However, he also made major mistakes later in his life (married foreign women, 1 Kings 11:3). 
 
So Solomon’s life is a study in contrast, but also instructive for us when it comes to studying this book.  He is an 
illustration of wisdom but also of folly (just like everybody).   
 
He wrote this collection of Proverbs to pass his wisdom on to others, specifically to his own son (possibly 
Rehoboam, but maybe another).   
 
II. Content of Proverbs 
 
The book is a series of proverbs.   
• A proverb is a saying intended to encapsulate wisdom in a short format.  It is a saying that includes 

“shortness, sense, and salt.” 
• They are statements of general truth, not promises of wealth and health at all times. “No harm befalls 

the righteous, but the wicked are filled with trouble” (12:21). Not universally true – it’s a general 
principle of life.  

 
Structure of the book: 
 Prologue (1-9) 
 Proverbs of Solomon (10:1-22:16, 25-29) 
 Sayings of the Wise (22:17-24:34) 
 Sayings of Agur and Lemuel (30-31) 
 
We will not be going through every proverb individually but will instead be looking at major topics of study 
throughout the book that apply to our lives.   
 
III. Purpose of Proverbs:  Wisdom 
 
What is wisdom?  True wisdom is a characteristic of God that he passes on to us.  Often refers to skill in technical 
matters, but also to skill in living life.  
 
Biblical terminology: hakam, refers to skill in a particular area.   
• Can refer to craftsmanship skill (Exodus 31:2-5), because Bezalel knew how to take raw materials and 

turn them into something worthwhile.  
• Can refer to political skill, or shrewdness (1 Kings 2:6, David encouraging Solomon to wisely kill Joab).  
• Most often refers to the ability to take the principles of Scripture and apply them to everyday life.  

Wisdom is a characteristic of God that He passes on to us.   
  -He created the world through wisdom (Pr 3:19) 
  -He demonstrated His wisdom in Jesus (Is 11:2) 
  -Fearing God is the beginning of wisdom (1:7).  
Definition:  Wisdom is the ability to live our lives in a skillful manner, in a way that shows not only our 
intellectual knowledge but also our ability to apply that knowledge to life situations.   
 
Illustration: MacGyver (1985-1992).  Used a paperclip, roll of toilet paper, and a ball of twine to save the 
world.  He always knew just what to do.   
 
Not just knowing the moral commandments or understanding the world, but pairing the two together to honor 
God in sometimes tricky situations.  
 



• For example, the Scripture says to honor your parents, but what if your parents seem to be discouraging 
you from church involvement, which the Bible also commands?  Wisdom would help you know how to 
respond.  

• Another: You know that greed and hoarding are bad, but the Scripture also tells us to provide for our 
families?  Wisdom helps us with the balance.   

• Classic example: Prov 26:4-5.  Which is it?  Answer according to this folly, or not?  Wisdom determines 
how you respond and what you say.   

• Do not answer a fool according to his folly, Or you will also be like him. Answer a fool as his folly 
deserves, That he not be wise in his own eyes.  

Have you ever known a person who just seems to know what to do in any given instance?  Who is able to quickly 
and carefully assess the facts of a situation and come up with the right response, one that is both morally and 
practically sound?  That is wisdom.   
Wisdom in the Bible involves four key elements.    
 
A. Intellectual knowledge (2, 5-6) 
 
Wisdom does require that you study and work for an increase in your intellectual ability.  Wisdom does not end 
with intellectual knowledge, but it is not devoid of intellectual knowledge either.   
 
-Anti-intellectualism has no place in the Christian faith.  (Martin Luther, founders of missionary movements).   
-When you finish your college degree, your study of the world, your study of the Scripture, should not end.   
-Do not fear to pursue knowledge, as long as you submit that knowledge to the Lord’s authority, rather than 
being puffed up by it.   
-If God created the world, then all of the knowledge in it belongs to him anyway.   
 
B. Moral Character (3) 
Knowledge apart from moral character leads to evil and pride.    
 
Illustration: Medical doctors in the SS performing human experimentation on POW’s.  Froze them to death, 
gave them malaria, sterilized them, subjected them to mustard gas, etc., in the name of scientific knowledge.  
That is knowledge, but not wisdom.   
 
But Proverbs talks about: 
-Righteousness – A way of life in harmony with God’s designs for the world. 
-Justice – The ability to judge situations according to God’s standards 
-Equity – Seeking a level playing field, according to God’s ways and standards.   
 
Your college degree alone does not provide wisdom, just knowledge.  You need to submit that knowledge to 
God.    
 
No cheating. No cutting corners.  No neglecting what is important for your own personal desires.   
 
Holding to God’s moral standards does NOT make you naïve. (See Proverbs 5 – the naïve man falls into sexual 
immorality).  Morality makes you truly wise (harmony with God’s world).  
 
C. Discernment (2) 
 
“To discern the sayings of the wise” means the ability to sort out truth from error and to figure out the right 
course of action.  It is the ability to figure out the BEST course of action in the situation.   
 



Illustration: Friend visiting Paris. Knowledge = having information about the city and its attractions; character = 
deciding to only go to appropriate places and to follow the laws and etiquette of the city (e.g. always saying “hi” 
to shop-owners, tipping well); discernment = making the BEST use of your limited time (e.g. if you have 4 days 
you cannot do everything).  
 
For college students: one of the biggest areas of discernment is how to spend your limited time between school, 
friends, church, and extra-curricular activities. All are good, but what is BEST for the moment.  
 
For parents: knowing whether punishment or grace is best in the moment, and knowing which course of 
discipline to pursue.  
 
Head not in the clouds, off in space, but knowledge and character that apply to life.   
 
It is valuable in class, at the office, at home with your roommates or family, with your spouse one day, with your 
children, with strangers and friends.  That is the substance of this book.   
 
D. Practical Skill 
 
All three of those aspects of wisdom culminate in practical skill for living wisely.  
Illustration: Medical doctors. They can read a book, they can have strong moral character and medical ethics, 
and even understand what treatment to provide at what times. But they still need practice and experience to 
develop true skill.  
 
That’s what wisdom is – you develop knowledge, character, and discernment and practice over time to develop 
skill in living well. You make mistakes and learn from them and you listen to the word of God and to your 
mentors and learn from them also.  
 
IV. The Charge of Proverbs 
 
-Consider who you are.  
 
Proverbs includes several categories of responders to its message. Which are you?  
 
Fool – Fool always thinks he is right, never listens to the right counsel, never follows the dictates of the Word.   
 
Mocker/scoffer – Openly makes fun of the wise and the principles of wisdom.  Sits at the back of the class and 
laughs at wisdom.   
 
Naïve – Young and impressionable.  Has not yet learned but is a blank slate, so to speak.  In danger of becoming 
a fool, but has the chance to be wise.  
 
Wise – Already wise, living skillfully but knows he or she can grow.  
 
This information is not helpful for either of those people.  Which are you?  
 
-Respond with submission (7). 
 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.   
Fear of the Lord – Submission to God based on an understanding of who He is (power, authority, intelligence, 
goodness, etc.) 



Illustration: When my grandfather was on the bench, people stood when he entered the courtroom. They 
answered him, “yes, sir” or, “no, sir.” They were quiet and listened. They had an appropriate sense of fear and 
respect for his authority and position. If we act that way toward human authority, how much more toward God?  
 
Fear of the Lord means we humbly listen and submit ourselves to God’s wisdom and teaching. That is the 
pathway of wisdom.   
 
True wisdom has its source in him.  All good advice springs from God.   
Not Dear Abby, People magazine, PBS, a movie, etc.  It is not found from the world’s idea of what will work and 
what will not.   
If you do not know Jesus, you will never obtain true wisdom. 
 
The only way to find wisdom is to pursue it along the pathways God has provided: His Word, His Spirit 
(James 1:5), His people. Will you submit to God and pursue wisdom, or will you seek your own path and falter? 
 
Pray for wisdom quietly for a moment.   
 


