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Work 
Proverbs 31:10-31; 6:6-8; 16:11 

 
 

Work, both before and after the fall, is God's plan for humankind, both male and female. We are 
fearfully and wonderfully designed to bring God pleasure in our work. Work then becomes a 
meaningful and real "partnership with God" in His love and care for the world. 

 
God ordained work: for Himself & humankind  

• God worked 6 days; Gen 1:31- “very good” 
• God commanded Adam to work 
• Adam “alone” re: the work = “not good” 
• Helper (“ezer”) provided for the task/work 
• Work: arrange materials/ideas for good 

Hard work: result of the fall  
 
• Work, both before and after the fall, is God’s plan for humankind, both male and female. 
• We are fearfully and wonderfully designed to bring God pleasure in our work. 
• Work then becomes a meaningful and real “partnership with God” in His love and care for the world.  
 
Proverbs 

• Main themes in the Book of Proverbs: 
– Live life in awe of God 
– Live life wisely/skillfully 

 
Proverbs: Work 

• The Wise Worker: 
– Trustworthy 
– Diligent 
– Shrewd 
– Generous 
– Just 
– Guards the tongue 
– Humble 

 
Work: Trustworthy 

The heart of her husband trusts in her.  Proverbs 31:11a  
 

• Trustworthy workers are: 
– Faithful to their responsibilities: 

• Customers (31:14)  
• Community (31:20) 
• Family (31:12, 28) 
• Co-workers (31:15)  

She does him good and not evil all the days of her life. (Family) 
She is like merchant ships; She brings her food from afar. (Customers) 



She rises also while it is still night and gives food to her household and portions to her maidens.  
(Co-workers) 
She extends her hand to the poor, and she stretches out her hands to the needy. (Community)  

– Honest 
• Words (12:22) 

Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those who deal faithfully are His delight. 
• Deeds (16:11) 

A just balance and scales belong to the Lord; 
All the weights of the bag are His concern. 

 
Work: Diligent 

The hand of the diligent will rule. (12:24a) 
• Diligent workers: 

– Work hard (6:6-8) 
Go to the ant, O sluggard, 
Observe her ways and be wise, 
Who, having no chief, officer or ruler, 
Prepares her food in the summer 
And gathers her provision in the harvest.  

– Work hard (10:26) 
Like vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so are the lazy to their employers. 

– Work hard (31:13b) 
She works with willing hands. 

– Plan for the future (21:5)  
The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes only to want. 

– Contribute profit (31:18a, 21:5a)  
Her merchandise is profitable. 
The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance. 
 

Work: Shrewd 
• Shrewd (“prudent”) workers:  

– Definition: “make the most of resources” 
– Keen awareness & judgment (31:13-14) 
– Prepare for contingencies (31:21-22) 
– Seek good advice (21:30) 
– Improve their skill & knowledge (31:17)  

 
She girds herself with strength and makes her arms strong. (31:17) 
She is not afraid of the snow for her household, for all her household are clothed with scarlet. (31:21)  

 
Work: Generous 

• Generous workers:  
– Realize that generosity and fiduciary     duty do not conflict (19:17) 

One who is gracious to the poor lends to the Lord; and He will repay him for his good deed. 
 

– Realize that generosity and fiduciary duty do not conflict (31:19-20) 
She puts her hands to the distaff and her hands hold the spindle.  
She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy. 



Work: Just 
• Just workers:  

– Are aware of the standards of fairness  
– Are aware of injustice/unfairness  

Better is a little with righteousness than large income with injustice. (16:8)  
Oppressing the poor in order to enrich oneself, and giving to the rich, will lead only to loss. (22:16) 
 

Work: Guard the Tongue 
He who guards his mouth and his tongue, guards his soul from troubles. Proverbs 21:23   

 
• Workers who guard the tongue:  

– Avoid gossip (26:20b) 
Where there is no whisperer, quarreling ceases. 

– Speak in kindness, not anger (15:1) 
A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.  
 

Work: Humble 
• Humble workers:  

– Avoid pride & the lure of fame (27:1-2) 
Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth. Let another praise 
you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips.  

– Avoid pride & the lure of wealth (16:18-19) 
Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. It is better to be of lowly spirit among 
the poor than to divide the spoil with the proud.  
 

Proverbs: Work 
• The Wise Worker: 

– Trustworthy 
– Diligent 
– Shrewd 
– Generous 
– Just 
– Guards the tongue 
– Humble 

 
Work Applications 

• Home-“work” 
– Thank God for the duty/privilege of work. 
– Ask God to help you “re-imagine” work.  

 
• Re-imagine work as… 

– Not just a way to make money 
– Not only a mission field but…  

� An opportunity to participate in God’s plan for humankind. 
� An opportunity to bring God pleasure. 
� An opportunity to enjoy a meaningful and real “partnership with God” in His love and care for the 

world.  
� An opportunity to demonstrate God-given creativity in our work with Him. 
� An opportunity to value fellow human beings. 
� An opportunity to represent God before others.  



 
 “This concept of work helps us to appreciate and value all kinds of work, from the most simple to the most 
complex, by both believers and nonbelievers.”  
 “Christians can learn not only to value and participate in the work of all people, but also to see ways to work 
distinctly as Christians.” Timothy Keller, Every Good Endeavor  
 


