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Humility: The Highest of Virtues 
Proverbs 11:2 

 
 

Some day soon there will be a cosmic reversal of fortunes. The proud will be humbled and the 
humble will be exalted. Which path will you choose today? 

 
Thank you for giving me time for sabbatical. First part spent in Turkey with Chris McGuffey and Blake Jennings. 
• Why Turkey? 

o Center of Paul’s missionary activity in the first century 
o Asia Minor figures into most of the New Testament letters 
o We will be teaching the book of Acts in the fall; chronicles beginning of the Church; latter half of 

the book is located primarily in Greece and Turkey 
• Visual Highlights 

o Pergamum 
� Temple to Emperor Trajan 
� steepest theater (10,000) 
� Blake pretending to be Emperor Trajan 

o Laodicea – ongoing excavation and restoration; we were the only tourists 
� roman road with drainage system; what it looked like before 

o Ephesus – by far the best excavated site 
� Roman aqueduct 
� main road entering the city 
� beautiful mosaics and a duck 
� public restroom 
� one of the most impressive Roman theaters in the world 

o Philadelphia – nothing from 1st c. 
� partially excavated and reconstructed Byzantine church 
� and tombstones 

• We saw ruins. Things that have fallen apart. I like looking at ruins. Except that they are a metaphor for 
the Church in Asia Minor – it is in ruins. 

• The church is almost completely gone in Asia Minor 
o Turkey: 75m; 163k Christians = .21%; 7k evangelical Christians 
o Hagia Sophia (Church of Holy Wisdom) is a museum 
o Muslim/Materialistic – girl looking at iPhone. All you can see are her eyes, but she can see the 

world through the internet 
o The church in Asia minor was once vibrant; now it is almost gone 
o Rev 2:4-5; “you have left your first love;” “I will remove your lampstand” 

� Power and effectiveness of your church will disintegrate 
� Exact reasons? Theorize. Fact: Church is in ruins in Asia Minor 

 
Church, that could happen to us. We need to be on our guard. Culture after culture, city after city where the 
church was once vibrant and now it is dead. What will keep us from guarding ourselves? PRIDE 
• A spirit of self-sufficiency; not believing we are vulnerable to Adversary 
• Antidote to pride is humility 
• Talk about pride and humility this morning 

 



 

Humility is not an easy idea to sell 
• Matt’s book on humility wasn’t picked up by publisher 
• Why not? We can’t sell a book on humility 
• Re-frame it in terms of self-help; how to make yourself a better person 

A generation ago a book entitled Humility was a best seller 
• Andrew Murray, 21. The root of all virtue and grace, of all faith and acceptable worship, is that we know 

that we have nothing but what we receive, and bow in deepest humility to wait upon God for it. 
• Turn with me to Proverbs 11:2 

 
1.  The problem of pride 
• We are all infected 

o Andrew Murray, 5. “...there is nothing so natural to us, nothing so insidious and hidden from our 
sight, nothing so difficult and dangerous, as pride.” 

o Satan’s fall was a matter of pride. Ezekiel 28 – condemnation Tyre’s king 
o Eve’s temptation – be like God; be your own god 
o Raise yourself up and bring God down to your level 

• DEFINE  
o Hebrew: swelling, roaring, high/exalted 
o Greek: to shine, to appear or be up/exalted; to boast (2 words) 

 
• Why do we give in to pride? Where does it come from? What drives pride? 

o Foolishness, ignorance; don’t see self/life accurately –  
� Fool has said in his heart, there is not God...so I can be my own! 

o Anger – Prov 13:10a 
� Proud people are angry; at the world, at boss, at spouse, at God 
� I didn’t receive what I was owed (pride), so I will get it no matter what the cost to others 

o Fear/Insecurity 
� Fear that we are not strong enough, smart enough, good enough 
� So we boast of great things and exalt ourselves 
� Alan Richardson. The hatred of anonymity drives men...to give the honour and the glory 

to themselves which properly belong to the name of God. 
� Is this all there is? Then I better make a lot of noise on the way thru 

• Whatever drives pride, the outcome is still the same. God calls it “abomination,” that is, the worship of 
self 

 
• How do we know when pride has its grip on us? SYMPTOMS? 

o When we are not teachable – Prov 10:17 
o When we are always in conflict – Prov 28:25a 
o When we are not praising but boasting – Prov 21:24 
o When we are easily offended (we are owed something from others) 
o When we are forgetful – don’t give God or others credit 

• God can’t leave pride alone; He can’t let it stand. It’s not good for us. 
o God is continually moving us from pride toward humility 

 
Some day, there will be a great reversal of fortunes 
• Ezekiel 17:24 “All the trees of the field will know that I am the LORD; I bring down the high tree, exalt the 

low tree, dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will 
perform it.” 

• Jesus: Luke 14:11  
 



 

2.  The prize of humility 
• DEFINE 

o If pride is lifting self up, then humility is placing self low 
o To crouch, to bow down, to be low 

• Wisdom – Proverbs 11:2 
o Seeing truth 

� Murray, 4. Humility is simply acknowledging the truth of our position as human beings 
and yielding to God His place. 

� God as He is – Job 42:5-6 (I heard of You, now I see You) 
� Myself in relationship to God – Psalm 138:4-6; Is 57:15 

• Humble people have greater intimacy with God 
• Humble people are secure people 

o I am low, but I am loved 
o I am unique and valuable, but I’m not God 

� Myself in relationship to others - Luke 18:9-14 
• 1 Cor 13 – Love is not proud 
• Paul: least of apostles (1 Cor 15:9), least of all saints (Ephesians 3:8), foremost of 

sinners (1 Tim 1:15) 
o Seeing truth => living truth 

� Redefine “wisdom”; skillful living 
• Proverbs 29:23 

o You become a deep well from which others can draw 
o Prov 22:4 – riches and honor and life 

 
Application: You have a choice; you must choose a path 
• James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.  

o Verb are reflexive 
o Humble “yourself” or exalt “yourself” 

• How do you become humble? 
o Start at the cross 

� Andrew Murray, ix. “...humility is...the one indispensable condition of a true relationship 
with Jesus.” 

o Stay at the cross 
� Serve like Jesus served. He is our model 
� Mark 10:45 

 


