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Wisdom and Plans 
Proverbs 

 
 

We all make plans. Some are bad, some are great, some are broken. How can we make good plans, 
yet hold them loosely? Join us as we discover wisdom from Proverbs in making plans, and the 
wisdom in letting God guide our steps. 

 
Bad Plans Lead to Bad Places 

1. Bad Planning  
Proverbs 15:22 Without consultation, plans are frustrated, But with many counselors they succeed.  
Proverbs 12:15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But a wise man is he who listens to counsel. 

2. Planning Bad 
Proverbs 6:16–18 (NASB95) 16There are six things which the LORD hates, Yes, seven which are an 
abomination to Him: 17Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood,  18A heart that 
devises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil,  
Proverbs 15:26 Evil plans are an abomination to the Lord, But pleasant words are pure. 

Good Plans take Good Planning 
1. Slow Down  

Proverbs 21:5 The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage, But everyone who is hasty comes surely 
to poverty. 
“We overestimate what we can do in the short run and underestimate what we can do in the long run.”  
Craig Groeschel, Lead Pastor Life Church 

2. Get the Right People  
Proverbs 21:5 The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage, But everyone who is hasty comes surely 
to poverty. 
Proverbs 1:5 A wise man will hear and increase in learning, And a man of understanding will acquire wise 
counsel, 
“You’re not the smartest person in the room, you’re just the leader.”  
Andy Stanley, North Point Community Church  
Proverbs 20:18 Prepare plans by consultation, And make war by wise guidance. 
Proverbs 11:14 Where there is no guidance the people fall, But in abundance of counselors there is 
victory. 

3. Make Changes  
Proverbs 19:20 Listen to counsel and accept discipline, That you may be wise the rest of your days. 
Proverbs 22:17 Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, And apply your mind to my knowledge; 
Proverbs 28:26 He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, But he who walks wisely will be delivered. 

  



4. Give God Your Plans  
Proverbs 16:9 The mind of man plans his way, But the Lord directs his steps. 
Proverbs 19:21 Many plans are in a man’s heart, But the counsel of the Lord will stand. 
Proverbs 16:3 Commit your works to the Lord And your plans will be established. 
 

Martha Snell Nicholson  
“Treasures” in Ivory Palaces  
(Moody Publishers, 1946)  
One by one He took them from me, 
All the things I valued most, 
Until I was empty-handed; 
Every glittering toy was lost. 
And I walked earth’s highways, grieving, 
In my rags and poverty. 
Till I heard His voice inviting, 
“Lift those empty hands to Me!”  
So I held my hands toward Heaven, 
And He filled them with a store 
Of His own transcendent riches 
Till they could contain no more. 
And at last I comprehended 
With my stupid mind and dull, 
That God COULD not pour His riches 
Into hands already full!  

 
Acts 2:23 (ESV)  23this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
and killed by the hands of lawless men.  
 
 


