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Rejected 
Matthew 21:1-11 

 
 

Why did Jesus have to die? Was it simply the jealousy of Jewish leaders, the fear of Pontius Pilate or 
the fickle nature of gullible crowds? No, none of these explanations is adequate. Jesus had to die in 
our place, according to God's predetermined plan, in order to remove the debt of our sin and 
reconcile us to God. 

 
Why did the crowds welcome Jesus? 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord...” 
“hosanna” = “save us now” 
“Son of David” 
Genesis 49:10–11 
“The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and 
to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. He ties his foal to the vine, and his donkey’s colt to the choice 
vine....” 
Zechariah 9:9 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming 
to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of 
a donkey.  
 

Why did the crowds turn on Jesus? 
• Jealousy 
• Self-centeredness  
• The will of God 

Acts 4:27–28 
“For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever Your 
hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.” 
 

Why did God send Jesus to die? 
1 Peter 2:24 
…He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for 
by His wounds you were healed.  
• To reveal the extent of God’s justice and love 

1 John 4:10 
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins.  
• To redeem fallen humanity 

 
 



1 Peter 1:18–19 
...you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited 
from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of 
Christ.  
 
“Nothing reveals the gravity of sin like the cross. For ultimately what sent Christ there was not the greed of 
Judas, nor the envy of the priests, nor the vacillating cowardice of Pilate, but our own greed, envy, 
cowardice and & other sins, and Christ’s resolve in love and mercy to bear their judgment and so put them 
away. It is impossible for us to face Christ’s cross with integrity and not to feel ashamed of ourselves.” John 
Stott 
• To reconcile those who believe 
• To reset human history 

1 Corinthians 15:22 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.  
• To rout the adversary 
• To restore all of creation 

 


