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Why did Jesus have to die? What did His death accomplish? We'll discover the meaning of Christ's 
death as we contemplate God's holiness and God's love, and see how they were reconciled on the 
cross. 

 
Intro: Garage sales 

- I am not a fan of garage sales 
o give up Saturday to look through piles of people’s old, unwanted stuff 
o so competitive – have to get up before dawn – give up sleep 

- I hate garage sales – with one exception… I love garage sales in Plano 
o lived in Dallas while at seminary 
o ain’t nothing like a Plano garage sale – especially certain high-end neighborhoods! 
o I’d wake up at 4am for that – because those people aren’t messing around 
o furniture they throw out is better than the furniture I buy new! 
o have some in my house right now – nice stuff I got for nothing! 

- That’s the power of garage sales: hope of finding treasure for next to nothing 
- Story in the news this week:  

o A family in New York went to a garage sale back in 2007 
o bought a small white ceramic bowl for $3 
o Appraised: 1000 yr old bowl from China – 1 of only 2 
o Auctioned this week for $2.2M!  

- We go to garage sales out of hope that we’ll hit the jackpot:  
o $2M vase for $3 because someone failed to recognize its value 

 
And here’s the connection to what we’re studying this morning… 

The death of Jesus Christ is so very much like that garage sale vase:  
it’s something of priceless value that most of the world cares little about 

 
To us: Jesus’ death is priceless 

- Don’t have a cross hanging behind me because we think it’s nice décor! 
- The cross is the center of our faith 
- The death of Jesus on the cross is everything to us 

o basis of our hope; foundation of our religion 
o celebrate it every Sunday; thank God for it everyday 

- In Jesus’ day, the cross was a symbol of shame and defeat 
o No one wore a cross around their neck  
o like wearing a lethal injection needle! 

- But since His death of Jesus, we’ve taken that symbol of shame and defeat and re-appropriated it – 
turned it into a symbol of love and victory 

- Because we believe that what He did for us on the cross is priceless  
o the greatest, most significant single event in all of human history. 

- So to us, the death of Jesus is priceless 
But to most of the world: Jesus’ death is insignificant 

- Many people on our planet still don’t know anything about it  
o 100’s of millions have never heard – so His death is meaningless  
o That’s why we need some of you graduating seniors to go on STINT  



- Many others have heard, but don’t believe it actually happened  
o a myth, a superstitious legend 

- Many others, especially here in America… 
o believe that a guy named Jesus died 2000 years ago 
o but His death has little if any significance to them 

� heard about it growing up & when they go to church 
� but no actual bearing on their day-to-day lives 
� has little value to them 

 
To most of the world, the death of Jesus is insignificant.  
And so here is the question for us this morning: how do we communicate to people the value of Jesus’ death? 

- I assume you believe that Jesus’ death is significant, but do you know why?  
o Do you understand clearly enough to explain to a non-Xian friend? 
o “Why do you wear a cross around your neck?”  

� do you have a clear and compelling answer? 
o “Why did your God have to die? Why couldn’t He just forgive us like we forgive each other?”  

� are you ready for that question? 
- If not: don’t worry, you’re not alone! 

o most Christians know that Jesus’ death is important and essential, but they aren’t exactly sure 
why 

o still fuzzy on it 
o still not exactly sure what the cross is about & why exactly Jesus had to go to the cross in the 

first place  
 
So this morning, I get to do something that I’ve really been looking forward to for quite a while: I get to walk 
you through the meaning and significance of the cross…  
 
Why did Jesus choose to die?  
 
The answer to that question begins with a problem… 
� Turn to Romans 3  

o lots of verses in lots of different books of the Bible this morning 
o but most will be in Romans – so you can just stay in here this morning 

 
� Rom 3 reveals that humanity has a serious problem  

o effects entire human race 
o far more serious than disease or poverty or racism…  
o a problem the Bible calls: “SIN” 
o read Rom 3:23 

� Whether we realize it or not, all people are sinners 
� To sin = to fall short of God’s glorious, perfect standard of righteousness 

o For many – hard to conceptualize – let me make it simpler 
� God loves us and wants what’s best for us 
� So He graciously revealed how to live a good life 

• clearly revealed how to think & speak & act in ways that are good – that are 
righteous and loving 

� To sin = to choose to do what God has told us is wrong and hurtful 
• = to give in to the pride, selfishness, anger, lust, greed, bitterness, 

discontentment, dishonesty, laziness  
o By that definition: any honest person will agree that they’ve sinned 

 



- But what so few realize: our sin has a devastating consequence called “wrath” 
o Rom 1:18 – the penalty of sin is the wrath of God 

� = God’s righteous punishment of sin  
• = His absolute justice poured out upon sinners 
• Wrath is simply God giving sin what sin deserves 

� According to the Bible: the last place you ever want to be is under the wrath of God 
• He is infinite, Almighty, and Holy  
• So His wrath against sin is infinite, Almighty, and Holy.  

� That’s what the biblical doctrine of hell is all about 
• Hell = the place where God’s wrath is poured out for eternity 

o And notice: wrath is the penalty of all ungodliness  
� not just the really bad stuff like murder or rape 
� We tend to rate sins: murder bad; running red light, not so bad 
� That’s not how sin works.  

• Sin is sin in God’s eyes.  
• God’s standard is perfection – “all good” – not “mostly good”  

� All sin is devastating because all sin merits God’s wrath 
o Be honest: none of us are excited to talk about God’s wrath  

� much rather talk about His love 
� wrath is such an uncomfortable subject  
� many Christians really wish God did not have wrath  

• can’t it just be all mercy all the time with God? 
o But if you’ll really think about it, you’ll realize, you really don’t want a God without wrath – a 

God who doesn’t punish sin 
� Imagine a human judge who decided he’d never again punish crime...  

• out of mercy, simply overlooks any laws anyone breaks 
• What would we do? Celebrate him? NO! Throw him out! 

� All human beings want to live in a world that is just 
• We bristle at injustice.  

� Here’s another example...  
• man in Florida who sexually abused his daughter & others 
• grand jury indicted him 
• judge heard evidence & concluded that for sure he did it 
• just one problem: statute of limitations had run out 
• case dismissed – he was never punished 
• are you okay with that? I’m sure not!! 
• I want to know that the world we live in is just.  

o We want a God who is just 
� We want a God perfectly upholds the law 
� who rewards righteousness and punishes evil.  

o And because all of us have sinned, all of us deserve God’s punishment 
 

- And there’s nothing we can do to escape that penalty. 
o Most people assume: God will overlook their sin if they do enough good deeds. 
o But that’s not how justice works. READ Rom 3:20a  

� “to be justified” = “to be declared righteous by God” 
� No matter how many obedient good deeds we do, they will never outweigh our sin and 

make us righteous in God’s sight 
o Our good deeds can never erase our sins. 

� Think about the guy in Florida 



� if you found out that later he had done lots of good things…  
� would that make his crime excusable, forgettable?  
� No! Absolutely not – no amount of good deeds could excuse evil 

o That reality leads Isaiah to a rather depressing conclusion: Isaiah 64:6b 
…all our righteous acts are like filthy rags…  

o There’s nothing we can do to escape God’s wrath  
o Because God is just, He must punish sin and so He must punish us. 

- Humanity has a serious problem… review 
 
And so what we couldn’t do, fix our sin problem, Jesus did by going to the cross 
 
That is the first and most important reason for the cross… 
 
1) To Fix our Sin Problem 

- I’ll give you 3 key words  
o to help you understand how Jesus fixed our sin problem on the cross 
o all found in the Bible in passages about the cross 
o challenging words – but foundational to our faith 
o so I encourage you to memorize the word and it’s definition… 

 
- PROPITIATE – Jesus took our punishment for us 

o 1 John 4:10 
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins. 

o John begins with the most wonderful and surprising truth…God loves us!! 
o But He is righteous, and so, He must punish our sin. 
o So what does He do? Sends His own Son to take our punishment in our place. 

� that’s propitiation = to satisfy / appease the wrath of a god 
� Jesus satisfied the righteous demands of God’s grace 

• by taking our place – taking our sins upon Himself 
• bore our punishment so we don’t have to be punished 

o Ill: leader of Cossack people of Asia 
� passed law: anyone caught stealing food gets 30 lashes on bare back 
� thief caught – hood pulled back – his own elderly mother!! 
� couldn’t simply dismiss the crime – the law’s the law 
� so to uphold both justice & love… bared his own back, wrapped his arms around his 

mother, took the 30 lashes for her 
o That’s propitiation: Jesus took our punishment for us to satisfy the inescapable demands of 

God’s righteousness 
� Don’t miss the significance of propitiation! 
� Without the cross, God COULD NEVER FORGIVE YOUR SIN 
� Jesus took our punishment so God could be BOTH just & loving 

o Propitiation is one of the most glorious yet overlooked words in the English language!  
� Maybe we should use it more often!! 
� Because it is only through propitiation that God is able to… 

 
- REDEEM – Jesus set us free from the penalty of sin 

o Redeem = set free from a desperate situation that you couldn’t deliver yourself from. 
o Ill: Here’s what redemption looks like… Maggie 

� Rescued her from the pound – nice place, but still a prison!! 
• she couldn’t leave 



• if no one rescued her, she would have been put down 
� We fell in love with Maggie the moment she climbed on Julie’s lap 
� So we paid the price to set her free from the pound.  
� That’s redemption. 

o Ephesians 1:7  
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of His grace  
� Jesus redeemed us 
� The cost was His own blood 

• Our redemption was astronomically expensive! 
� To be redeemed means to be forgiven 

• God no longer holds our sin against us – spared His wrath 
o But propitiation didn’t just redeem us, it also reconciled us to God… 

 
- RECONCILE – Jesus brought us back into the family of God 

o Rom 5:10 
� “reconcile” – to exchange hostility for friendship 
� We were enemies of God because of our sin…  
� But now because of the cross, we’re His children – 180 deg change! 

o Galatians 3:26  
For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  
� Through the death of Jesus, we have become sons and daughters of Almighty God 

 
- BUT, notice how the verse ends: “through faith in Christ Jesus” 

o The value of Jesus’ death is NOT automatically applied to us.  
o We must accept redemption and reconciliation in faith. 

� Gospel:  Jesus’ death doesn’t count for you unless you accept it  
o John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish, but have eternal life.  
� The moment you believe in Jesus, you are delivered from wrath 
� and given eternal life: a relationship with God now and forever. 

o And so, let me ask you, do you believe? Do you believe… 
� …that you are sinner 
� …that your sin is serious  
� …that there’s nothing you can do to earn God’s forgiveness and grace 
� …that because He loves you, Jesus took the penalty your sins deserved  
� ...that He rose from the dead and now offers you forgiveness and eternal life as a free 

gift 
o If there’s anything holding you back – come talk to me… 

 
By taking our punishment, Jesus has REDEEMED and RECONCILED all who believe 
That’s what the cross is about!  
That’s the most important reason Jesus died. 
 
But, let us not stop there.  
While that’s the foundational reason, it’s not the only reason Jesus died… 

 
2) REVEAL the extent of God’s love 

- Everyone in the world wants to be loved.  
o to know that there is someone who cares about them – who values them 



o man or a woman – American, South African, Korean – young or old – rich or poor… everyone 
wants to know that they are loved. 

- The cross is what proves that all of us are. 
o Rom 5:8 
o The cross is the ultimate demonstration of God’s love for human beings 
o We were His enemies – deserved only His wrath 
o Instead, He gave us His Son!  

- The cross demonstrates not just the Father’s love, but the Son’s as well… 
- Because Jesus willingly chose the cross 

o Ephesians 5:2 
And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice 
to God. 

o God the Father did not coerce or compel Jesus to die for us 
o It was Jesus’ free choice. He was a willing sacrifice. 
o And love is what motivated Him to do it – infinite love for you & me 

- So how do you know without doubt that you are loved?  
- Because the infinite, Almighty, perfect Son of God freely chose to die for you! 

o There will never be a greater act of love than that! 
o If you want to know what true love is – don’t turn to some Hollywood movie – look to the cross! 
o He died for you – that proves that you are loved 

 
3) RESET human history 

- In Romans 5, Paul contrasts Jesus to Adam – read Rom 5:18  
- God made Adam and Eve to be the pinnacle of creation 

o Placed them in a perfect garden to do meaningful, satisfying work 
o Life was perfect! 

- But then they blew it! 
o Gave into sin 
o Plunged the human race into sin and death – history became a tragedy 

- But on the cross, God hit the reset button 
o Jesus became the new Adam  
o led us out of sin and condemnation and into righteousness (justification) 
o brought hope to the human race – a way out of the darkness of sin.  
o There’s a chance for a new beginning for all who will believe 

- Professor: John Hannah – remarkable ability to make complex things simple! 
o One day, he drew a chart on the board of all of human history 

� that’s a complex subject! So many people, nations, battles, dates! 
� but he boiled all of it down… 

o If you really want to understand human history, here’s all you need to know: 
� chart 
� There’s a beginning and an end  
� In between just one event that really matters  
� Everything before that was looking forward to that day. 
� Everything after it is looking back. 
� That event changed the trajectory of human history 

• Before the cross: mankind headed towards doom – sins piling up and earning an 
inescapable flood of wrath 

• But the cross fixed that! 
• Now humanity has hope! We can be freed of sin, walk with God 

- The center of history is that event 1980 years ago when Jesus changed everything – when He hit the 
reset button on human history and gave us hope. 



 
4) ROUT our enemy 

- Turn to Col 2… 
- MEN PREPARE COMMUNION 
- Colossians 2 – lots to say about the life and death of Jesus Christ.  
- Paul begins by focusing on the redemption from sin that we’ve already talked about. 
- read Col 2:13-14 
- but now v15… Jesus’ death goes beyond just redemption… read v15 

o “the rulers and authorities” = demonic powers 
o God disarmed Satan and his kingdom through Jesus’ death 

� “disarmed” = stripped  
� Picture: defeated soldiers dropping their weapons 

o By dying for our sins, Jesus took away Satan’s weapon against us = GUILT 
� Revelation: Satan called, “the accuser of our brethren… who accuses them before our 

God day and night.” 
• Satan’s got a nifty little trick!  
• He tempts human beings to sin 
• when they do: accuses them before God & crushes them under a pile of guilt. 
• His weapon is guilt 

� But Jesus died for our sins 
• Not just past sins – all sins, past, present, & future 
• There’s no room left for guilt 
• Jesus disarmed Satan by freeing us from guilt once and for all. 

- Satan is still powerful, still dangerous, and still at work… 
- But understand, he is already defeated! Satan lost the instant Jesus died!! 
- That’s the irony of the cross: 

o Seemed like Satan’s greatest victory 
� he orchestrated it 
� what a party he must have had as Jesus was nailed to the cross 

o But then what shock he must have felt as Jesus died… 
o At the cross, Satan was signing his own death sentence! 
o At the cross, the victim became the victor  
o the crucified Jesus because the conquering Lord. 

- The cross was an unmitigated victory for Jesus and a complete rout for Satan! 
 
So, let us summarize: Why did Jesus die on the cross? 

- To fix our sin problem. 
o He took our punishment in our place = propitiation 
o He set us free from the penalty of sin = redemption 
o He reconciled us to God = reconciliation 
o And all that is available to all who believe 

- To reveal the infinite extent of God’s love 
- To reset human history 
- To rout the enemy 

 
We have to do something with this truth!!  

Too important to simply walk out of here… 
 
 


