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Rebellion 
Jonah 1 

 
 

Have you ever been told to do an unpleasant task?  Our immediate response is often to find a way 
to avoid the responsibility…even when the assignment has come from God.  That's a bad idea.  God 
loves us too much to leave us alone, running from His will. 

 
Jonah is about God: God feels compassion toward all of His creation 
Jonah is about Jonah (and Israel): Israel didn’t care about the destiny of other nations 
Jonah is about us: We love mercy for ourselves and justice for others 
Jonah is about God and us: God relentlessly pursues us to make us like Himself 
 
Questions to consider 

Do you care about the lost? 
Do you care about people unlike yourself?  
Do you care about your enemies?  
To whom are you sent? 
 

You can run from God 
Where did Jonah go?  

Sent to Nineveh :  550 miles 
Went to Tarshish:  2,500 miles in the opposite direction 
 

Why did Jonah flee? 
Danger? 

Nahum 3:1-4 
Woe to the bloody city, completely full of lies and pillage; her prey never departs. The noise of the 
whip, the noise of the rattling of the wheel, galloping horses, and bounding chariots!  Horsemen 
charging, swords flashing, spears gleaming, many slain, a mass of corpses, and countless dead 
bodies—they stumble over the dead bodies! All because of the many harlotries of the harlot, the 
charming one, the mistress of sorceries, who sells nations by her harlotries and families by her 
sorceries.  I stormed the mountain peaks and took them. In the midst of the mighty mountain I 
slaughtered them; with their blood I dyed the mountain red like wool. . . . The heads of their 
warriors I cut off, and I formed them into a pillar over against their city; their young men and their 
maidens I burned in the fire.  
I flayed [him; i.e. a captured leader], his skin I spread upon the wall of the city….  
Ashurnaṣirpal II (883-859) 
 

Difficulty? 
 
Reputation? 

2 Kings 14:23-24 
In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash king of 
Israel became king in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years. And he did evil in the sight of the Lord; 
he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin.  



2 Kings 14:25 
Jeroboam restored the border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, 
according to the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, which He spoke through His servant Jonah the 
son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-hepher.  
 

Why did God send Jonah? 
Ezekiel 33:11  
“As I live!” declares the Lord God, “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the 
wicked turn from his way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways!”  
2 Peter 3:9  
The Lord is not slow about His promise [to return to judge sin], as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  
 

You can run from your calling 
John 15:18  
“If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.” 
 

You cannot run from the consequences 
1. callous toward life 
2. dull to truth 
3. separated by sin 

 
Are you running today? 
 


