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First Things First 
Matthew 6:9-11 

 

 

Some things matter to God more than other things. Learning to communicate well with our 

heavenly Father includes discovering what matters most to Him. 

 

We instinctively want to talk to God, but we are not born knowing His language. 

 

How will we get there? Instruction and imitation 

 

Each Sunday we are listening to instruction from Jesus. But if we want to grow in prayer, we have to 

imitate – Jesus, Paul, David. We have to practice. 

 

We began listening to Jesus’ instruction last week – READ Matthew 6:5-8 

 

motive and theology (not like pagan deities that have to be woken up; He knows all things, even before 

we ask 

 

Comforting, but also puzzling. Omniscience of God consistent theme – Ps 139; Is 65:24  

 

Why pray at all? He knows what we need before we ask! 

 

A. Prayer is rewarded – 6:6 

 10 times in Mt 6 Jesus talks about reward/treasure 

 God longs to give good gifts; Matthew 7:9-11 

 Needs supplied now; intimacy now; approval in heaven (“well done) 

 

B. Prayer moves God – James 5:16b-18 

 “Prayer moves the hand that moves the world.” J.A. Wallace 

 How is this possible?  

 Ephesians 6. 2 offensive weapons – word and prayer 

 Samuel Chadwick  “Satan dreads nothing but prayer. His one concern is to keep the 

saints from praying. He fears nothing from prayerless studies, prayerless work, 

prayerless religion. He laughs at our toil, he mocks our wisdom, but he trembles when 

we pray.” 

 

C. Prayer changes us 

 Deepest relationships have an impact on our lives 

 Not so much about bending God to our will, but our will to His 

 

“Lord’s prayer” is about shaping our understanding of God and bending our will to His. “Lord’s prayer” is a 

template for prayer. Not to be recited mindlessly, but a model to teach us priorities in prayer. 

 

Matthew 6:9-10 

 

 



 

Jesus says, first things first. In your prayer... 

 

I. Honor the Father’s position 

 

God is our FATHER. Top 10 theological concepts, fatherhood of God near the top 

 

Ideal Father (which not all of us have): 

 

A. Security 

 

B. Provision 

Mt. 7:9-11 

 

C. Intimacy 

Joy – in thy presence is fullness of joy; delights over His people 

 

Who is in heaven 

 

D. Accountability 

 

In trouble at school, with mom, in neighborhood, accountable to dad; never questioned his love; 

wanted my best 

 

Knew I could never lose his LOVE for me. 

 

Must be rightly related to Him to call Him Father. Jesus always called Him Father, except on one 

occasion…hanging on the cross, bearing our sins. If you still bear your own sins you are not 

rightly related to God.  You cannot call Him Father.   

 

born outside His family. Adopted. Rearranged priorities (new family) 

 

Prayer begins with orienting self to God. Who is He, and what matters to Him? 

 

Jesus says, first things first. In your prayer... 

 

II. Honor the Father’s [position and His] priorities – 6:9 

 

A. Hallowed by Your name -  

 

“Hallowed” (making a comeback on campus; replacing cool, hip, krunk); commonly used word; 

Entirely distinct; not common 

 

“The Name” – p. 59, Lloyd-Jones; Jews would not say the name 

 

What is His name?  What is your need? (rafa heals, jireh provides, shammah is there, nissi is my 

banner)  Composite of His personality 

 

Hallowed. What does that mean? Don’t use that word in American English 

 

o Entirely distinct; not common 

 



 

A. His name 

 

Name is shorthand for character or personality; attributes 

 

My daddy competition – smarter, stronger, taller; beat up 

 

Prayer that is… True to God’s character/personality 

 

for prayer to be powerful, it must be according to truth; BIBLE 

 

any relationship where I make false assumptions about the other party will fail; the 

better I know other person, richer communion 

 

If I know who God is, and what He values, I will pray differently 

 

B. His will (Your kingdom, Your will) 

 

o Kingdom = most all-encompassing concept in the Bible 

 in heaven – all do His bidding, live to worship; Is. 6; Rev. elders 

o Great Commission prayer 

o Personal consecration prayer 

 

He knows best. When I pray for His will, I acknowledge that fact. 

 

I wake up every morning with my will fully intact. Difficult. 

Son of God is not asking us to do anything He was unwilling to do 

 

Luke 22:42 – In garden Christ says, not My will but Yours (earnestly = “strained”) 

 

What is so powerful about this prayer, this template, is that it can transform us. 

Jesus says, first things first. In your prayer... 

 

Honor the Father’s [position and His] priorities 

 

III. Honor the Father by asking – 6:11 

 God invites us immediately to ask for stuff 

 Seems kind of crass, abrupt; just prayed about the kingdom 

 Our Father…now can I have some lunch? 

 When we ask we honor God’s personality/character. He loves to give, so ask. 

 What sets Him apart from pagan God’s? Holiness. Grace. 

 

A. Ask God for your needs 

 

Bread – staple; represents physical necessities; 1 Tim. 6:6-10 

 

No preservatives; No freezers or plastic bags; bought every day 

 

Like Manna in the wilderness 

 

economic situation in Christ’s day – majority were day laborers; hard to imagine actually 

needing bread; no bread without God; depend on God 



 

 

Not being told to only ask for bread; if we can ask for bread, He is willing to listen to any 

request! He cares for birds, lilies; Mt. 6:26, 28-30 

 

Even the “little things”?   

 

Woman said to G. Campbell Morgan, “I don’t bring the little things to God. I only bring the big 

things to God.” “Lady, anything you bring to God is little.” 

 

children tell everything to their fathers 

 

B. Ask God for your desires – 1 Peter 5:6-7 

 

Be careful that I don’t confuse needs and desires 

 All we really need is eternal life 

 

We work up our courage to ask, but then we don’t immediately receive. Mt. 7:7; Mark 11:24; Don’t we have a 

blank check? 

What’s going on? More on that in a few weeks. 

 

A.C.T.S. 

 

Application 

 

Practice prayer today  

 

Consecrate yourself to God’s will 

 Is there anything you are unwilling to give to Him? 

 Weekly schedule 

 Personal relationships 

 Career choices 

 

Make two lists 

 Needs 

 Desires 

 

Begin to pray specifically 

 

Application: two times this week, for 30 minutes... 

1. Find a quiet place 

2. Re-read “Lord’s Prayer”; look for principles 

3. Pray specifically and boldly 

4. Write down what you have prayed 

 

As we close... 

 Take a moment to ask God to use these next few weeks to teach us to pray 

 


