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Warfare Prayer 
Matthew 6:13 

 

 

Church, this present world is a spiritual battleground. Our adversary continuously seeks to destroy 

us and to render us ineffective for Jesus. But Spirit-directed and empowered prayer aligns us with 

the will of God and empowers us for battle. Let's get busy praying! 

 

As we began our study, we observed that Jesus said that we should not use meaningless repetition. But 

meaningful repetition can be worshipful and instructive. Start this morning by praying the Lord’s Prayer 

together. Think about the words. Think about what we have studied as we pray this together. Patterns and 

priorities of prayer. 

 

Matthew 6:9-13 

If we read this prayer with our minds fully engaged, it’s unsettling in parts 

 Why ask for anything if God knows everything? Sovereign God includes us 

 Why ask to not be led into temptation if God never tempts anyone? James 1:13 

 So why does Jesus instruct us to pray, “lead us not into temptation”? 

o Temptation/Test/Trial (peirasmos) 

o How do we know how to translate? How do we know if an experience is a test or a temptation? 

o Every difficult circumstance is BOTH a test and a temptation.  

 God intends to use every circumstance for our good 

 Romans 8. He doesn’t call “evil” “good” 

 Satan intends to use every circumstance to harm us 

 John 10 (steal, kill destroy) 

 Every difficult circumstance is BOTH a test and a temptation 

 We need this prayer because we will be tested by God 

o God leads us into testing – Genesis 22:1 

 Prove to Abe himself that he loved God; show world friend of God 

o God leaves us in a broken world 

 James 1:2 = inevitable. Purpose? James 1:3-4 

 Grow your faith  

o “An untested faith is a weak faith, compared with one that has passed 

through a searching test and emerged victorious.”  F.F. Bruce, Hard 

Sayings of Jesus, p. 82 

 Show your faith 

o δοκίμιον = determine/prove genuineness  

 Reward your faith - 1 Peter 1:6-7 

 We need this prayer because we will be tempted by Satan 

o Circumstance can turn our hearts to doubt, distrust of God’s goodness 

o Satan lives to tempt and destroy humanity 

 10 min. into reading your Bible (Genesis 3), he shows up; still here 

 1 Peter. Your adversary the devil prowls about like a roaring lion! 

o God allows Satan to test/tempt 

 Job 1. Pejovich: opportunity to distinguish yourself among peers 

 Ephesians 3:10 

 Matthew 4. Jesus (wilderness) 



 Learned obedience from His sufferings; Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and 

favor. Character 

 Proved what a man can do, reliant on Spirit and Word 

 

 “Lead us not into temptations/testings/trials/difficult circumstances... 

 “...but if You do, deliver us from the intentions of the Evil One.” 

 How does this prayer, and prayer in general, help us in times of testing/temptation? 

 

1) Prayer aligns us with the will of God – Mt 6:9 

 “pray this way” = there is such a thing as ineffective and effective prayer 

 God’s character, personality = Father, in heaven 

 Authority throughout earth; great commission  

 personal consecration – thy will be done 

 Tap into the heart of God. He cares about all our needs. Daily bread 

 Forgiveness. No foothold by Satan in our lives 

 Warfare is the will of God.  

o Whole world lies in the power of the evil one. Why not pull us out 

o “I will build My church...” 

 

2) Prayer awakens us to the battle 

 Prayer reminds us we are in a battle 

o Matthew 26:36-46 – watch and pray 

 Watching is part of praying. Being attuned to spiritual realities. 

 They slept, and they failed; they fled  

o Ex – man on plane praying for downfall of pastors 

 Love the world, Satan leaves you alone; good person, left alone 

 Don’t believe there is a battle, you will lose 

 Tired of battling; I want to be free from battle; I give up and give in = prisoner of war, 

not free 

 

 Prayer prepares us for battle 

o “Watch” and pray 

 What were they to watch for? Enemy’s strategies – 2 Cor 2:11 (exploited, outwitted, 

taken advantage of); Eph 6:11 

o the enemy deceives 

 John 8:44 - angel of light; mixes truth and error; power of cults 

 Ben to Grandma; I can’t come right now, I’m reading my Bible; throw Grandma off the 

scent; distract her. 

 

Gospel – doubting Satan’s existence, God, Jesus; Satan trying to blind you; 2 Cor 4:4. If you are real, help me 

learn to believe 

 

o the enemy divides 

 Separate you through unforgiveness 

 Separate you through pride. I can do this on my own 

  “Our Father…give us…lead us…” 

 ex – students who move and don’t find a church; give yourself one month of shopping 

and then get planted 

 

o the enemy exploits 



 There is a traitor within; We must know ourselves; How does my flesh betray me? Satan 

is watching; watched billions of people 

 Wilderness; attacked Jesus after 40 days of fasting; Luke 4:1-3, 13 

 Do you know yourself? Alcohol? Lust (no smartphone)? Comparison (no Facebook)? 

 

o James 4:6-7 

 Crux of the matter; I cannot overcome temptation or endure trials AND seek my own 

will at the same time; this type of prayer aligns my will with God’s and provides me with 

His resources. Satan throws temptation at me and it backfires because I embrace it as a 

trial 

 

3) Prayer unleashes our weapons for battle 

 3 great weapons at the disposal of every Christian 

 Spirit of God – Romans 8:26-27 

o When we pray, we enter the divine conversation 

o Luke 22:31-32. Peter, sift you like wheat 

o John 17:15. “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil 

one.” (keep them from his intentions) 

 

 People of God – Acts 2 

o Hebrews 10:24-25; Acts 2 – teaching, fellowship, bread, prayer 

o Pray with one another; pray for one another 

o Pray for me to have boldness 

 

 Word of God 

o Jesus in wilderness. Praying. What He always did in wilderness. 

 Speaking with Father; listening to Father; meditating on Word 

 Attacks came, He did what came naturally; only quoted scripture 

o Deut 8. In order to test you 

o Primary strategy is deceit, then we must know truth.  

o Conversation with God guided by truth 

o Lies you may have heard – others, world, self-talk 

 “You’re worthless” v. worth the death of God’s Son 

 “You’re powerless” v. no temptation has overtaken you 

 “You can’t win” v. greater is He who is in you than he who is in world 

 You will know the truth and the truth will set you free 

 

Application 

 

Jesus was prepared for intense spiritual battle of the cross 

 His whole life was oriented toward doing the will of the Father 

 Thank Jesus for what He did for us 

 Surrender our lives; follow His example; pick up the cross, it is the way to power 

 

Lord, make us powerful against the enemy. 

 


