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Wisdom and Folly 
Ecclesiastes 1:12-18 

 
 

Wisdom has value, but its value is limited. Wisdom can prolong our lives, cultivate success, and draw 
us closer to God. Wisdom cannot save us from death and sin, or provide us with a solid foundation 
for lasting significance; only Jesus can do that. 

 
“If we want America to lead in the 21st century, nothing is more important than giving everyone the best 
education possible — from the day they start preschool to the day they start their career.”  
—President Barack Obama  
“I’m a tremendous believer in education…we’re gonna have education an absolute priority.”  
—Donald Trump  
“We have to do things differently, but it should all be driven by the same commitment to try to make sure that 
we educate every child.” 
—Hillary Clinton  
“If education is to be the great equalizer which everybody talks about, that means that every child must have 
access to a great school and to great teachers.” 
—Jeb Bush  
 
Take my instruction and not silver, And knowledge rather than choicest gold. For wisdom is better than jewels; 
and all desirable things cannot compare with her.  
—Proverbs 8:10-11  
 
Now God gave Solomon wisdom and very great discernment and breadth of mind, like the sand that is on the 
seashore. Solomon’s wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the sons of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt. For 
he was wiser than all men, than Ethan the Ezrahite, Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his fame 
was known in all the surrounding nations.  
He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his songs were 1,005. He spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon 
even to the hyssop that grows on the wall; he spoke also of animals and birds and creeping things and fish. Men 
came from all peoples to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his 
wisdom.  
—1 Kings 4:29-34  
 
Nothing on earth can satisfy our need for lasting significance.  
Wisdom has value, but its value is limited.  
 
Wisdom has value. 
• Wisdom prolongs life 

For wisdom is protection just as money is protection, but the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom 
preserves the lives of its possessors…Do not be excessively wicked and do not be a fool. Why should you 
die before your time?  
—Ecclesiastes 7:12, 17  
 
 



• Wisdom cultivates success 
If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its edge, then he must exert more strength. Wisdom has the 
advantage of giving success.  
—Ecclesiastes 10:10  

 
And I saw that wisdom excels folly as light excels darkness. The wise man’s eyes are in his head, but the 
fool walks in darkness. And yet I know that one fate befalls them both.  
—Ecclesiastes 2:13-14  
• Wisdom connects us to god 

The words of wise men are like goads, and masters of these collections are like well-driven nails; they are 
given by one Shepherd.  
—Ecclesiastes 12:11  
 
For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding. He stores up sound 
wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity.  
—Proverbs 2:6-7  

 
Wisdom’s value is limited. 
• We cannot know everything 

I tested all this with wisdom, and I said, “I will be wise,” but it was far from me. What has been is remote 
and exceedingly mysterious. Who can discover it?  
—Ecclesiastes 7:23-24  
• Knowledge can cause pain 

What is crooked cannot be straightened and what is lacking cannot be counted. I said to myself, “Behold, I 
have magnified and increased wisdom more than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind 
has observed a wealth of wisdom and knowledge.  
And I set my mind to know wisdom and to know madness and folly; I realized that this also is striving after 
wind. Because in much wisdom there is much grief, and increasing knowledge results in increasing pain.  
—Ecclesiastes 1:15-18  
• Wisdom cannot overcome death 

Then I said to myself, “As is the fate of the fool, it will also befall me. Why then have I been extremely 
wise?” So I said to myself, “This too is vanity.” For there is no lasting remembrance of the wise man as 
with the fool, inasmuch as in the coming days all will be forgotten.  
And how the wise man and the fool alike die! So I hated life, for the work which had been done under the 
sun was grievous to me; because everything is futility and striving after wind.  
—Ecclesiastes 2:15-17  
• Wisdom has value, but its value is limited.  

 
What can we do (12:11-14)? 

• Seek God’s wisdom. 
• Keep wisdom in perspective.  
• Put your trust in God.  

 


