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God is on His Throne 
Ecclesiastes 8 

 
 

Governments have their place, and governments have their problems, but God is on His throne. God 
has delegated limited authority to earthly governments, but they can never replace or overthrow 
Him. We do not need to panic or rage about our government, and we cannot rely upon the 
government to solve all of the world's problems. We can trust God, however, because the entire 
world is under His control. 

 
Nothing on earth can satisfy our need for lasting significance.  
Governments have their place, and governments have their problems, but God is on His throne.  
 
• Governments have their place.  

I say, “Keep the command of the king because of the oath before God. Do not be in a hurry to leave him. Do 
not join in an evil matter, for he will do whatever he pleases. Since the word of the king is authoritative, who 
will say to him, ‘What are you doing?’ He who keeps a royal command experiences no trouble, for a wise heart 
knows the proper time and procedure.”  —Ecclesiastes 8:2-5 
Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
those which exist are established by God. Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of 
God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.   
For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do 
what is good and you will have praise from the same. —Romans 13:1-3  
Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or 
to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.  
—1 Peter 2:13-14  
First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, 
for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. 
This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. —1 Timothy 2:1-4  

 
• Governments have their problems. 

– They are invariably corrupt.  
Then I looked again at all the acts of oppression which were being done under the sun. And behold I saw the 
tears of the oppressed and that they had no one to comfort them; and on the side of their oppressors was 
power, but they had no one to comfort them. —Ecclesiastes 4:1  
If you see oppression of the poor and denial of justice and righteousness in the province, do not be shocked 
at the sight; for one official watches over another official, and there are higher officials over them.  
—Ecclesiastes 5:8  

– They are inefficient. 
Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men 
among them are given fully to do evil. —Ecclesiastes 8:11  

– They are limited.  



For there is a proper time and procedure for every delight, though a man’s trouble is heavy upon him. If no 
one knows what will happen, who can tell him when it will happen?  
No man has authority to restrain the wind with the wind, or authority over the day of death; and there is no 
discharge in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it. —Ecclesiastes 8:6-8 

• God stays on His throne (Ecc 3:1-11).  
Why are the nations in an uproar And the peoples devising a vain thing? The kings of the earth take their stand 
And the rulers take counsel together Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, “Let us tear their 
fetters apart And cast away their cords from us!” He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them. 
Then He will speak to them in His anger And terrify them in His fury, saying, “But as for Me, I have installed My 
King Upon Zion, My holy mountain.” —Psalm 2:1-6  

 
• Pray for our leaders (1 Tim 2:1-2). 
• Participate wisely (Ecc 9:13-18). 
• Obey the law (Rom 13). 
• Trust God. 

 
 


