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Undivided: a study of James 

James 1:1 
 
 

Do you divide your allegiance between God and this world, trying to hold on to both? James warns 
us that such a life simply will not work. He challenges those of us who have trusted in Christ to give 
Him everything, to live without compromise, to live wholly devoted to God. Only by giving Him our 
undivided loyalty will we find the joy, peace, strength, and wisdom to bless others and glorify God. 

 
Let me explain our title for the James series by telling you a story from High School 

- goal: impress attractive girls 
- tennis, played with best friend in a doubles game 
- served the ball into my groin – left me in fetal position, weeping 

o worst possible position to impress a girl – most embarrassing 
- when I finally recovered, we were not playing well 

o impossible to play tennis when you can’t present a united front 
o he went to hit the ball, I ran off the court! 
o we were divided – he ran one way, I ran the other 
o and a team divided will lose, every time 

 
James wants us to understand: same principle applies to us as individuals.  

- Want a life that works; honors God; blessed by Him? 
- Then you must live UNDIVIDED 
- Let me explain... 

 
Many of us who’ve trusted in Jesus live divided lives... 

- divide our lives between God and this world 
o God gets this part; he world gets that part of my life 

- try to hold tightly to both 
o we love God but we also love the world 
o want what God can give us; but also want what the world can give  

- so we divide our allegiance between them  
o pursue God sometimes; the world other times 

 
That is the divided life 
Just as it destroys a team, so it destroys a life 
 

According to James, the divided life will... 
- make a fool of you 
- steal your joy 
- rob you of peace 
- incite sin 
- harm others 
- waste your life 
- overall, to use the language of James, the divided life is a life of death 

 
Not the life we want, a life of defeat, a life of death.  
Not the life God wants for us either – so He inspired James 



- teaches us how to live undivided lives  
o lives wholly devoted to God 
o lives free of compromise 

 
So I want to take this morning to introduce you to James & its theme 
Study just the first verse 
 
Read James 1:1 
 
The Undivided Life begins with... 
 
Undivided Faith 

- Re-read v1a 
- Let’s focus on the two Persons at the end of that line 
- First: “God” 

o Mentions God by name 16 times in the book 
o At no point does he try to defend or explain his belief in God.  

� Simply assumes we already know that God exists. 
� Assumes we know that God is our Father – mentions 3 times 
� Assumes we know that God is sovereign, powerful, good 

o Presupposes we believe in & want to follow God 
- Second Person that James mentions: “Jesus” 

o Notice what James says about Jesus... 
o  “Lord” 

� Very special word when used by a Jew in this context 
• Lord = God – focus on God’s authority 

� Equates Jesus with God 
� For a Jew – these are radical words. James grew up with Old Testament passages like...  

• Dt 6:4 – Shema – bedrock of Jewish faith 
• Isa 45:5 
• To call anyone or anything else God = blasphemy 
• punishable by death 

� Religious revolution contained in 1 word: Lord used of Jesus 
� Jesus is God – first part of the gospel – good news about Jesus 
� The second part of the gospel contained in 2nd title... 

o  “Christ” 
� Not His last name! A title from the Old Testament = Messiah 

• = perfect priest & king sent by God to deliver the world from sin & make all 
things right 

• Old Testament predicted that Messiah would save us by dying in our place, as 
punishment for our sins 

� That’s what Jesus did 
• died for us & rose again to deliver from sin 

o So calling Jesus “Lord” & “Christ” = summarizing the gospel  
- So James begins with profound, radical summary of the gospel of Jesus Christ...  
- And then, he hardly ever mentions Jesus again!!!!  

o only mentions Jesus by name 1 other time! 
o Fewest refs to Jesus by name of any book in New Testament except 3 John 

� doesn’t really count – because only 15 verses! 
- So why does James talk so little about Jesus? 
- Because he assumes we already know and believe in Him! 



o crucial to understand: James presupposes our faith Jesus. 
� Not the Gospels – not evangelistic 
� Not a letter from Paul – not apologetic, not overtly theological 

o read 2:1 
o “your faith in our glorious Lord” – James is speaking to believers 

� Not trying to get you saved 
� Not trying to prove you’re saved 
� Assumes you already are saved thru faith in Jesus 

- That’s how the undivided life begins: thru faith in Jesus 
o Only way to enter the life of God’s blessing and favor 
o Contrary to what our world says – there are not multiple ways 
o Only one way:  faith in Jesus alone 
o Have you believed? 

 
The Undivided Life begins with faith in Christ. 
But it doesn’t end there.  

God desires more from us than just faith in the gospel 
The life God blesses and rewards is also a life of... 

 
Undivided Devotion  

- look again at v1 – it begins with an introduction – “James” 
o Common name among 1st Century Jews – multiple in the Bible 
o But only 1 who could have written a book with this much authority 
o James, the younger half-brother of Jesus 

� Jesus supernaturally conceived – had no biological father 
� James did – son of Mary and Joseph after married 
� So James grew up with Jesus 
� not surprising when you read James – sounds a lot like Jesus 

o But a skeptic during Jesus’ ministry 
� I can understand that – if my brother claimed to be god... 

• “I saw how messy you were... I watched you go through puberty... You ain’t 
God! No way!” 

� I think James had the same feeling 
• saw Jesus... get sick, learn, go thru puberty! 
• not surprising it was hard for him to believe 
• as John bluntly puts it... John 7:5 
• But then something incredible happened 

o crucifixion & resurrection 
o 1 Cor 15 names James as a witness 

� Transformed after seeing Jesus resurrected 
• believed 
• began to tell others about Jesus 
• became leader of church in Jerusalem & an Apostle 

- Seeing the resurrected Jesus fundamentally changed James 
- When we meet him in 1:1 – no longer s skeptic, now a... 
-  “doulos of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ” 

o most English translations read “servant” 
� misleading – think of people who work in mansions 

• butler, maid, cook – work for pay, quit any time 
o Doulos – not a servant, a slave 

� not a free man – no rights of his own – belongs to his master 



� Servant can live a divided life – serve boss Monday-Friday... 
� A slave cannot – slave is a slave 24/7/365! 

• every waking moment devoted to master’s will 
- That’s how James saw himself – a slave fully devoted to God & Jesus 

o Every part of his life belonged to God. 
- And James wants that same devotion from all of us. 

o Every moment lived in complete and utter obedience to God. 
o James is trying to debunk this idea so prevalent in Christianity...  

� life can be divided into the sacred and the secular 
� sacred: Sundays, Wednesday night BS, QT in the morning 
� secular: everything else – work, sleep, eating, entertainment, friends, sex, hobbies, 

sports... 
� Jesus gets the sacred 
� I get the rest – my time 

o James says NO!  
� We are slaves of Christ – that’s a 24/7/365 commitment 

o as ABRAHAM KUYPER so brilliantly put it... 
� "There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which 

Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry: 'Mine!'" 
o There is no division between the sacred & the secular! 

� Everything’s sacred because we do everything as slaves of Jesus 
� when you work, study, eat, sleep... you do it as a slave of Jesus 

• that time belongs to Him 
• we must obey Jesus in everything we do 

- That’s why James focuses so much attention on imp. of obedience 
o read 1:22 
o read 1:25 
o read 2:20 
o read 4:17 
o 54 commands in 108 verses!! 1 command every 2 verses.  
o Highest % of commands compared to total # of words in the New Testament! 

- Command after command after command because if you want joy, peace, blessing, significance, 
reward... you must obey God every moment of every day 

 
The Undivided Life requires Undivided Faith in God and in Jesus and it requires Undivided Devotion to them as 
well. And finally, it requires... 
 
Undivided Allegiance 

- Significant how James describes his audience... 
- v1b: “to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad” 

o 12 tribes = Jews 
� assumes their faith in Jesus – so Jewish believers 

o who were “dispersed abroad” 
� technical term for Jews living outside the nation of Israel 
� why were they dispersed? because of persecution... Acts 8:1 
� which God used to spread the gospel – Acts 8:4 

- God used that scattering for good, but it was painful 
o not fun to be a Jewish Christian living outside of Israel in the 1st Century. 
o They didn’t fit in with other Jews 

� hostile towards believers 
� calling Jesus Son of God = blasphemy 



� brought persecution from other Jews 
• greatest threat to Jewish believers at this point 

o Certainly didn’t fit in with the Gentiles  
� Gentiles lived relatively immoral, ungodly lives 

• no reason to obey a god they didn’t believe in 
• ran after pleasure, fame, money, possessions 

� Jewish Christians in Gentile cities were ostracized 
• comical prudes following a crucified carpenter! 
• ignored at best; ridiculed at worst 

- What is our temptation when we don’t fit in? To compromise 
o For us, that began back in elementary school... “peer pressure.”  

� I loved my parents... wanted to please them 
� But I also loved my friends... wanted them to like me; wanted to please them 
� Problem: sometimes I couldn’t please both  

• sometimes parents values contradicted friends’ 
o Example: fireworks 

� my parents valued my bodily safety – prohibited fireworks 
� but my friends loved fireworks – play tag with bottle rockets 

• if you didn’t participate – you were missing out on fun! 
• worst part: you’d be labeled a sissy! 

� and so I faced a choice: cling to parents’ values, or compromise 
- We face that same choice every day: will I hold onto God’s values or will I embrace the world’s 

values? 
o Loving and gracious Heavenly Father – clearly revealed His values and commands 
o But we live in a world that does not share those values  
o And so, we face this choice every day 
o College students, especially freshmen, you face that choice right now 

� Maybe you grew up in a Christian home – you know what’s right 
� But you’re walking onto a new playground 

• a lot of the kids are doing things you know are wrong 
• they love what you were taught not to love 

o And so now you face the choice... 
- And what most of us will attempt to do: is hold onto both! 

o try not to make the choice! 
o We love God, want to cling to Him 
o But we also love this world: pleasure, possessions, entertainment, fame – cling to it, too. 
o Sundays, pull God close; Friday nights, pull the world close.  

� We don’t want to let go of God.  
� But we also don’t want to be outcasts; don’t want to miss out  

o So we try to cling to both. 
o That’s what James’ audience was trying to do:  

� Love God AND love this world.  
o Here’s how James responds... turn to chapter 4, verse 4 (key vs) 

- read 4:4 – James’ point: You can’t hold on to both! 
o You cannot love both God and this world. Cannot pursue both. 
o You must choose whom you will love and follow 

� When we try to love both, being like Switzerland in WWII... 
� Can’ be neutral in a war between good and evil 

o Simply impossible 
� God is infinitely holy, righteous, good 
� He cannot compromise even one iota with evil 



� So if you want to be a friend of the world, you can’t be a friend of God. 
o Just like my choice between my parents and my friends 

� Can’t please both – simply impossible, “Yes” to one = “no” to other 
� If I had joined in the game... 

• still my parents’ son – still loved 
• but not very friendly at my house!! Discipline 

o So it is in our relationship with God 
� If we run with the world – God still loves us 
� But not very friendly between us! Come under His discipline 
� Lose the joy, peace, blessing He offers to obedient children 

- read... 1:27b “keep oneself unstained by the world” 
o one of primary marks of pure religion 
o “unstained” = not letting values & practices of world rub off on you 
o you give God your undivided allegiance 

- Now all of this is rather easy to say, but hard to actually practice 
o because we live in this world – our home for now 
o where we work, raise a family 
o where we get many of the things we need: food, clothing, shelter... 

- Practically, how do we live in the world but not love the world? 
- That’s what the majority of James is designed to answer.  

o practical instruction: how to give God your undivided allegiance while living in a hostile world 
o = “wisdom” = instructions for skillful living in a fallen world  
o The Bible is full of wisdom, but certain books are more dedicated to it 

� Proverbs – very similar to James in many ways 
� Teachings of Jesus 

• Most of His teaching – more practical than theological 
• About how to live a godly life in an ungodly world 
• About money, marriage, business, morality, anxiety... 

o James will echo Jesus throughout the book 
o Learned well from his big brother!  

� Again and again directs us to the wisdom that comes above.  
• read 3:17 

� James is full of wisdom that shows us how to live the undivided life. A life of peace, 
mercy, and good deeds.  

 
So our goal this semester: to learn how to live the Undivided Life 

- Undivided Faith in God & Jesus 
- Undivided Devotion to God & Jesus 
- Undivided Allegiance to God’s values and commands 

 
Learn how to live that life through the wisdom of James 
 
To that end – 3 steps I encourage you to take... 
Application 

- Read James in one sitting 
o  “What is James saying about the undivided life? What does it look like?” 

- Join me in praying for transformative growth this semester 
o I’m still a long way from fully living out James! Praying for God to refine me through this book. 
o Pray for your growth 

- Get Connected – pull out insert 



Church is more than Sunday morning. It’s a family of people who love, encourage, and challenge one another to 
grow as followers of Jesus Christ. Get connected to the family of Grace by joining a small group.  
 
See Insert (or website). In any of these groups, you will... 
GROW in relationship with God, CONNECT in loving relationships with one another, and SERVE the church and 
our community in eternally significant ways 
 

1) College students, especially freshmen and sophomores, would love to have you get involved in our 
college ministry small groups. Will open doors in the future for you to lead here at Grace. Go to website 
to find all your options. 

2) Adults and upperclassmen who want to be in an adult study... 
- lots of men’s and women’s Bible study options 
- homechurch 

  


