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Humility in Action 
James 4:11-17 

 
 

Humility, or pride, shows itself clearly in our speech about others and our planning for the future. 
 
God sets Himself against the proud, but gives grace to the humble 

pride = “to appear” + “above” 
– an inflated opinion of self   
 
As long as you are proud you cannot know God. A proud man is always looking down on things and 
people; and, of course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see something that is above you. 
C.S. Lewis  

humility = “low-lying” 
– an accurate opinion of self 

grace = favor 
– unmerited favor 
– strength to endure 

2 Corinthians 12:9 
And He has said to me,  
“My grace is sufficient for you,  
for power is perfected in weakness.”  

 
Speak humbly of others - 4:11-12 
 

Do not “speak against” one another 
• slander 

Psalm 101:5  
Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, him I will destroy; no one who has a haughty look and an 
arrogant heart will I endure.  

• gossip 
Proverbs 17:9  
He who conceals a transgression seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates intimate friends.  

• ridicule 
• insubordination  

 
Do not “judge” one another 

• “to distinguish, differentiate, separate” 
• NOT discernment 
• NOT admonition 



• NOT church discipline  
1 Corinthians 5:12  
For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?  
Matthew 18:15–17  
 “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your 
brother. But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if 
he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.”  

• to publically point out someone’s faults or sins in order to ostracize 
 

Do not “judge” one another 
Because... 

1. we become law-breakers 
2. we usurp God’s authority  

 
Plan humbly for the future - 4:13-16 

 
James is NOT condemning... 

• planning 
Proverbs 21:5  
The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage, but everyone who is hasty comes surely to poverty.  

• profit 
 

James condemns presumptuous planning  
• planning as if we are in control 
• planning as if we are unaccountable  

 
James condemns presumptuous planning because...  

1. we don’t know the future  
Proverbs 27:1  
Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.  

2. our lives are fleeting  
Psalm 39:4–5 
“Lord, make me to know my end and what is the extent of my days; let me know how transient I am. 
Behold, You have made my days as handbreadths, and my lifetime as nothing in Your sight; surely 
every man at his best is a mere breath.  
Psalm 90:12  
So teach us to number our days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.  
 

How do we plan humbly for the future?  
• make plans 
• acknowledging God’s power 
• acknowledging God’s purpose 

 



Hold everything in your hands lightly, otherwise it hurts when God pries your fingers open.  
Corrie Ten Boom  
 

Application 
How have you spoken of others lately? 
How have you planned for the future? 

 


