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Welcome to Your Story 

Acts 1:1-11 
 
 

Acts is the triumphant story of our God winning the world for Jesus Christ through common people 
filled with the uncommon power of His Holy Spirit. Acts is a story that has not ended. Acts is our 
story, as God invites each of us to find courage and significance by joining His unstoppable plan. 

 
I was going through a closet some time ago trying to clean things out and I found some yearbooks. And they’re 
big and bulky – take up a lot of room – and I hadn’t looked at them in forever… but I couldn’t bring myself to 
throw them out. Why? 

- Not because the pictures are great.  
- The only reason you keep a yearbook… is because you are in it! You don’t have a bunch of random year 

books from random high schools… you have your yearbook from your high school because it’s your story 
– your history. You keep that book because you are part of it. 

 
We care much more about a story when it’s our story 

- For example: I don’t know how your parents met, and I don’t really care to know… but I know how mine 
met because that resulted in me which is very important to me! 

- Another example: go to Barnes and Noble and look for books on WWII. You will find 10 books written on 
American soldiers for every 1 book written about soldiers from another country. Not a lot of books 
about the Russian front line or about the French resistance. Because most of us aren’t Russian or 
French. I like the Russians. I like the French. But I’m an American… and we care more about stories when 
it’s our story. 

 
So as we begin the book of Acts which we’ll study throughout this fall what we need to understand about this 
book… 

- is that it’s not just history… not just a record of people and events from 2000 years ago on the other side 
of the planet.  

- This is our story! Acts is about the birth and explosive growth of the church… and we ARE the church, so 
Acts is our story!  

 
It’s a story that God placed in the pages of scripture to give us COURAGE and SIGNIFICANCE. That’s why God 
included Acts in your Bible. It’s not there by accident. Acts is there to give us, the church… 
 

- Courage 
o Acts is a triumphant book – the church wins in the book of Acts! 

� That’s why books about WWII are so much more popular than books about Vietnam – 
they are; just go look at the shelves of Barnes and Noble. We buy way more WWII books  
than Vietnam books… because we won WWII! When the world was on fire, America 
stepped in and we won. We like to read those WWII stories because they give us 
confidence in our country. If the world falls to pot again, America can step in and get it 
done. You read Vietnam books and you don’t feel that way! 

o So Acts is like an American WWII story – it builds our courage because it ends in victory. The 
church grows from the backwater, relatively insignificant town of Jerusalem all the way to 
Rome, the capital of the world. And all that growth comes despite intense persecution. Lots of 
violence in Acts. Yet the church keeps growing despite that opposition… in fact, as you’ll see in 
Acts, God ends up using the persecution of the church to grow the church! God takes Satan’s 



attacks and turns them on their head. He works the world’s violence to the church’s advantage. 
In Acts, God wins and His church wins no matter what the world and the devil do! And that story 
gives us COURAGE to face any opposition because just as God worked through the church back 
then, so He will work through the church today. He will grow His church no matter what 
persecution we face. The church will win because God is behind us. 
 

- Significance 
o Acts is an unfinished book. It ends with Paul imprisoned in Rome but free to share the gospel. So 

the good news about Jesus has made it all the way to Rome, but then it just ends. It doesn’t tell 
us what happened to Paul or Peter or John. It doesn’t tell us what happened to the church next. 
It ends on a cliff hanger… 

o …because the story is still being written! The church is still growing as God continues to work 
out His plan for reaching the world with the good news of Jesus.  
� One of the most influential church-planting organizations in the world is called Acts 29. 

But Acts only has 28 chapters. They’re saying – Acts isn’t the end of the story! God is still 
at work, and we get to join in with the apostles and disciples and missionaries of Acts as 
we continue to grow God’s church. 

� Such a great name for a church planting network because it captures the significance 
that the book of Acts gives to our lives and ministries. As you participate in Grace Bible 
Church – as you serve and lead and share your faith and go on missions – you are joining 
in the story of Acts. God is writing Acts 29 in and through your life as you participate in 
His story! 

o Your life matters in God’s story! You can find significance that lasts forever if you will join with 
Peter, Paul, James, and Barnabas as the next generation of witnesses taking the gospel to the 
world.  

o God invites you in to the story of His church… and that gives true significance to your life – 
significance that will last far longer than your grades or your career or your possessions – you 
can be a part of the story God is writing today in the next chapter of Acts! 

 
So the book of Acts is your story – a story meant to inspire you with unshakable courage and eternal 
significance. 
 
So now let’s discover what this story, our story, is all about… 

- We find out right at the beginning – read v1:1-11 
- Acts was written around 65AD by a man named Luke – same Luke who wrote the Gospel 
- You can think of Luke and Acts as Part 1 and Part 2 of one overall story that takes us from the birth of 

Jesus at the beginning of the Gospel to the victory of Jesus’ church at the end of Acts. 
- Luke recorded that story for a man named Theophilus – we don’t know much about him – we just know 

that through Theophilus we now have the book Luke and the book of Acts. 
 
So what is the book of Acts about? 
 
Acts is the story of: The unstoppable growth of God’s kingdom… 

- “kingdom” appears twice in this passage 
o v3 – Jesus spent the 40 days between resurrection and ascension talking to His disciples about 

“the kingdom of God” 
o Wouldn’t you have liked to be a fly on the wall for that conversation! 

- What is the kingdom of God?  
o = the rule of God on earth 
o = the people or group through whom God’s authority is exercised on earth 

 



- Taken different forms at different times 
o Throughout most of the Old Testament all the way till Acts: the kingdom of God on earth = 

nation of Israel 
� the genetic descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
� God promised them a particular piece of land – Nile to Euphrates 
� along with political, economic, and military success 
� IF they would be loyal to Him 
� but they weren’t, so they lost the land and the blessings 
� but God remained faithful even when they were not – and so He promised to restore 

Israel by taking away their rebellious spirit and filling them with His Holy Spirit who 
would help them obey 

� In Acts 1, the Spirit is about to come – Jesus talks about the Spirit in v5&8! 
� So the disciples ask in v6, “Is this the time when you restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

• Great question – exactly what they should be asking. 
• Notice Jesus doesn’t say, “Guys, you just don’t get it! Quit worrying about Israel. 

They blew it; God’s done with them.”  
• No, He simply says, “It’s not for you to know WHEN God will restore the 

kingdom to Israel” – it is coming at a future time that only God knows. 
� We learn later in the New Testament that Israel will be restored when Jesus returns – 

whenever that is. 
o But until then, God is at work in the world in a new way – through a new form of the 

kingdom… a very different kind of kingdom than Israel – a kingdom He calls THE CHURCH 
� That’s the kingdom of God we will see in the book of Acts – the church – that’s the same 

form of the kingdom of God on earth today. The church – not just our local church, but 
the CHURCH WORLDWIDE is God’s kingdom on earth today. And it’s very different type 
of kingdom than the nation of Israel.  

� The church is… 
• Non-military and non-political – not a nation; no land, no borders, no economy, 

no infrastructure. We do not run governments, collect taxes, go to war – that’s 
not our job. That’s not what the church is about. We’re not called by God to 
create a new Nation of God on earth. We are not a nation… instead transcend 
all nations… 

• The church is multi-ethnic and multi-national – made up of men and women 
young and old from every nation and every group on earth. Grace Bible Church 
is not an American church for white people – every race, every nationality, and 
every language is welcome here.  

o You may not realize this but Southwood was actually not our 2nd 
campus. Our 2nd campus was the Mandarin church campus that meets 
over on Anderson. The whole service is in Mandarin and most people 
who go to that campus are Chinese and yet we are ONE church made up 
of FOUR campuses. All are welcome here because the church 
transcends nationality, race, and language… we are all ONE in Christ 
Jesus. 

- So the church, this new form of the kingdom of God explodes in the book of Acts – grows like 
exponentially from a backwater town in Judea all the way to the capital of the Roman empire… not 
through military power or diplomatic maneuvers but… 

 
…through witnesses of Jesus 

- In v8 Jesus gives us our job description – for all of us who are members of the church we are here on 
earth, “TO BE MY WITNESSES” – we’re here to be a witness. 

- Before we define that term, let’s notice what Jesus did not say… 



o NOT: go to college, get a job, buy a house, raise a family – all good things, but not why God put 
you on earth. 
� The Apostle Paul didn’t go to college; Amy Carmichal, amazing missionary to the poor in 

India never got married; John Calvin didn’t raise a family 
� Those are all good things – but they’re not why God put you on earth – they are not 

essential to you fulfilling God’s mission for your life. 
o NOT: go to church every Sunday and worship God – those are also very good things. You should 

do them. But they’re not why you’re here, because you could do that better in heaven! Imagine 
the worship service you would have had this morning… in heaven! Jason led an awesome service 
for us this morning – but there were no choirs of angels and God Almighty Himself! Worship will 
be better in heaven. If the purpose of your life were just worship there would be no reason for 
God to leave you on earth. 

- No – the reason you are here on earth is to be a WITNESS for Jesus 
- “Witness” = one who testifies to the truth of something 

o Used in the 1st century of witnesses in a court of law – you testify to the truth of an event 
o What event are we testifying about? Luke tells us at the end of his other book – Luke 24 

� Lk 24:46-48 
o We are here on earth to testify to the fact that Jesus the Christ, the Messiah, died and then rose 

again so that anyone who comes to Him can be forgiven. 
- Now the Apostles were actual witnesses of those events with their own eyes 

o They saw Jesus die and they saw Him risen to life 
o That was actually a requirement for being an apostle – you had to see the resurrected Jesus with 

your own eyes – that’s why there were no more Apostles after the first century. 
- So unlike us they were witnesses of the PERSON of Jesus – they saw Him with their own eyes. We, on 

the other hand, are witnesses of the POWER and LOVE of Jesus at work in our own lives.  
o We haven’t seen Jesus in the flesh, but we have seen what Jesus has done in our lives. We’ve 

seen how He has delivered us from the guilt of sin, how He has made us part of His family, and 
how He has given us hope and joy. We have seen the power of Jesus and the love of Jesus at 
work in our own lives and now we are called to be witnesses to the world of that power and that 
love. 

- We are here on earth to declare to the world that Jesus died and rose again so that we could be 
forgiven and have life in His name. We tell them with our words and we show them with our deeds that 
Jesus is Savior – that the Bible is real and that the Gospel is true! 

- Your purpose in this life is to… 
o Tell people what you have learned, seen, and experienced in Jesus 
o And then validate what you proclaim with the life you lead – you live a life of such love and 

grace that people can’t help but be attracted to your story. 
- The great Scottish theologian William Barclay said, “There are two great days in a person's life - the day 

we are born and the day we discover why.” 
o Now you know WHY you were born: to be a witness of the love of Jesus. That’s why you’re still 

here on earth. Everything else you can do better in heaven. You will pray better in heaven, obey 
better in heaven, worship better in heaven… but you can’t witness in heaven. Everyone there 
already knows about Jesus. But not here on earth. The people we interact with everyday need 
to hear the good news about Jesus Christ. They need to hear about His love and His power… and 
it’s our job to tell them. That’s why we’re still on this planet. 

- But it’s a job we can’t do without God’s help! 
 

…who are empowered by the Spirit 
- The Holy Spirit figures prominently in this book. You will see Him at work in chapter after chapter 

guiding and empowering the church. 
 



- It is the Holy Spirit who… joins us to Jesus’ church 
o v5 
o We’ll talk more about baptism in a couple weeks  
o For now all you need to know is that baptism is what identifies a person with a group. 

� John the Baptist baptized Israelites in the Jordan river to identify them with the kingdom 
that Jesus was bringing. 

� In the same way, the Holy Spirit now baptizes believers to identify us with the kingdom 
Jesus created – the kingdom of the church 

o 1 Cor 12:13 
o The church is not an organization, business, club – it is a spiritual body created by the Holy Spirit. 

� The moment you believe in Jesus, the Spirit baptizes you into the body of the church – 
doesn’t matter what particular church you attend – doesn’t matter whether you’re an 
official member of our church or not. If you’ve trusted in Jesus then the HS has made 
you part of Jesus’ body, the church. 

- It is the Holy Spirit who… gives us power as a church to be Jesus’ witnesses in both words and deeds 
o I’m hoping most of you have seen the movie, “The Princess Bride.” 

� If you have not… well, you’re just wrong! You’ve got to see that movie. It is 
INCONCIEVABLE that you have not seen it… and it breaks my heart that you don’t know 
why that word is funny. 

� For all you who have wisely invested the time to see this movie, you know that towards 
the end of the movie our hero, Wesley, dies… or rather, mostly dies. But Miracle Max, 
Billy Crystal’s best role ever, brings him back to life just in time to storm the castle and 
rescue the princess… but he’s weak. He can’t walk, can’t stand, can’t even hold his head 
up. He knows what must do – storm the castle – but he doesn’t have the strength to do 
it. 

o That’s us… we’re Wesley trying to find a way into the castle. We know what we must do – be 
witnesses for Jesus to the world – but we have absolutely no strength to pull it off. 
� It’s one thing to say you’ll be a witness for Jesus. But when it means risking a friendship, 

inviting ridicule, or losing your job, do you have the courage to speak up? 
� And as hard as it is to witness with our words, it’s even harder to witness with our 

deeds! Living like Jesus – righteous like Jesus, selfless like Jesus, loving like Jesus, patient 
like Jesus – that’s not in our nature! And even if I end up living like Jesus for even an 
hour, then I just get prideful and ruin the whole thing! We cannot live the lives we’re 
called to live… 

o …without help. And that’s where the Holy Spirit comes in. He gives us supernatural strength to 
say what we cannot say and do what we cannot do. 
� In Acts 4 Peter will be arrested and brought before the rulers of Jerusalem. It’s a fearful 

moment – because this was the same council that condemned Jesus to death. And yet 
as Peter stood before them, Luke tells us, “filled with the Holy Spirit he said to them…” 
• The Spirit gives us the boldness and clarity we need to testify about Jesus to the 

world. He gives us the words to say and the courage to say them.  
• That’s why we should always pray for God to fill us with His Spirit and give us His 

power and His clarity anytime we have the opportunity to speak about the 
gospel.  

• God’s power is what is required to communicate spiritual truth to someone who 
is spiritually blind. The Spirit must empower our words and open their ears if 
there’s to be any hope of salvation. 

• So the Spirit empowers us to say what we cannot say and… 
� Do what we cannot do – read Gal 5:22-23a 

• Love, joy, peace, patience… I cannot produce those in my own life in my own 
strength.  



• Having kids has proven that to me. I cannot be the constantly patient dad that 
my kids deserve… unless God gives me strength. They are just too frustrating! I 
need God’s help. When I try to do it on my own, I invariably blow it. And so 
every day, throughout the day I pray for God’s Spirit to give me the strength to 
love my kids so they can come to know and love Jesus. 

- To be witnesses of Jesus we must be empowered by the Spirit so that we can say what we could 
otherwise could not say and do what we otherwise could not do. 
 

…and called to reach every nation 
- v8 – be my witnesses “in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” 

o Geographic table of contents for Acts 
� ch1-7 Jerusalem 
� ch8-12 – Judea and Samaria 
� ch13-20 – the ends of the earth 
� ch21-28 – the capital of the ends of the earth… Rome 

o Not just about nations… about people 
� ch1-7 – to the Jews 
� ch8 – extends to the Samaritans – half Jews 
� ch10 – extends to the Gentiles – everyone else on earth 

- In Mt 28:18 Jesus commanded us to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” 
- In Revelation 7 John is given a vision of the future – he sees into heaven… 

o Revelation 7:9–10  
o “…and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb… crying out with a 
loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  

o Our job as a church is to help make that happen! That’s Jesus’ mission for our church – to be His 
witness not just here, but throughout the world. 

- I didn’t understand that when I was younger 
o Grew up in a Bible church – had a missions conference every year just like we do here. 
o I thought that missions was what a few people did, people who liked to travel or who spoke a 

foreign language or who didn’t mind living in a mud hut and eating grasshoppers. Missions was 
for a few radical people we saw on stage once a year. 

o But since then I’ve learned that missions is for all of us – because missions is what the church is 
about. We are here on earth to be Jesus’ witnesses “to every nation.” 
� Doesn’t mean we all have to go live in mud huts… but it does mean we all need to be 

involved in the task of world missions.  
� Praying, giving, and going… 

• even if we can only go on a short term project – all of us should go out and 
participate in missions on the field at some point in life. 

o We’ll have much more to say about missions in October during our Global Outreach week. We’ll 
tell you how to pray, how to give, and how to go.  

o But start praying now – if you’re not already involved in the task of missions – begin to pray that 
God would soften your heart towards the nations and help you find a way to be involved in this 
church-wide task of reaching all people on earth with the good news about Jesus. 

 
…until Jesus returns 

- Remember how I said that Acts is a triumphant book… a book that gives us courage? Here’s where we 
get that courage… 

- Re-read v9-10 
o “gaze intently” – “staring” 
o not for a moment… long enough for God to need to send a couple angels to snap them out of it! 



o I would have done the same thing. I can’t look away from the TV when football’s on. How much 
less am I going to be able to look away if I see a guy ascend into heaven. That would be 
shocking! 

- But the really significant thing is what the angels say next… re-read v11 
- We may not know when Jesus will return… but we do know HOW He’ll return – in POWER! 

o Just as He ascended miraculously into the sky, so He will return miraculously from heaven to 
earth. 

o When Jesus comes back it will not be like His first coming – on that first Christmas Eve in the 
Bethlehem stable when the Son of God came to earth incognito – through childbirth like the 
rest of us. He came humbly in disguise. And as a result: most people missed it. Only Mary, 
Joseph, and a few shepherds saw His first arrival. 

o But when He comes back… everyone will see it and it won’t be incognito. He will come in glory 
and in power. Revelation 19 tells us that Jesus will return with a crown and a sword on a white 
horse blazing through the sky for all the world to see. He will come in majesty to rule the earth, 
to conquer evil, and to set all things right. 

- Jesus will win! That’s the promise that gives us courage. We’re on the winning team. We’re just waiting 
for our star quarterback to come back and take the field. And when He does, it won’t be close game. He 
will conquer – no one will stand before Him.  

- Victory is guaranteed because our King is Creator and Lord of All.  
 
And so, as we await that day of victory that is coming… it is our job to be His witnesses empowered by His Spirit 
to every nation on earth. 

- We spread His kingdom, the church, to all people by telling them about the death and resurrection of 
Jesus and proving our words with our deeds. 

- As John Stott said, “[The church] is spread by witnesses, not by soldiers, through a gospel of peace, not a 
declaration of war, and by the work of the Spirit, not by force of arms, political intrigue or revolutionary 
violence.” 

- Our job is to grow this church – God’s kingdom on earth – by being witnesses of the power and love of 
Jesus that has saved us and transformed us – we are His witnesses through the power of His Spirit, to 
every nation on earth, until He returns. 

 
That’s the story of the book of Acts, a story you are invited to be part of. So… 

1) Are you part of the story yet?  
2) Are you being a witness? 

o do you know how to share the gospel? Sharing Your Faith class - 2-week class focusing on 
presenting the gospel & sharing your faith Time, Dates & Location: 11 – 12:15 on Sept 6 & 13 at 
Southwood (Room 501). No registration required. 

o are you ready to tell your story? testimony 
o name 3 people you will pray for a chance to share with this semester 

 


