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The Church is Born 
Acts 2 

 
 

When God's people allow God's Spirit to speak God's message to them and through them, 
miraculous things occur. Will you allow God to speak to you and through you today? 

 
Fascinated with my heritage.  Many of my ancestors emigrated from Sweden. That particular part of my heritage 
intrigued me. Grade school talked my mom into taking Swedish language lessons with me. I think I felt that in 
order to understand who I am, I needed to understand where I came from. Loved these old pictures of my 
ancestors. Who were these people? Where did they live? What were they like? Jobs? Interests? Personalities? 
Hard to believe I am related to those people. They are so serious. So different. Different clothes, worked 
different jobs, ate different food, drove...no cars, used no phones, owned no computers. They didn’t even speak 
English. And yet, this is where I came from. These people help define who I am. 
 
It’s good to know where you’re from and whom you are from because your history shapes you into who you are 
today. 
 
This morning we are going to talk about where we came from. Not so much individually, and not physically or 
racially, but more importantly, who are we spiritually? Where did we as a community of believers come from? 
Why are we here? This morning we are going to trace our spiritual roots all the way back to the beginning, to the 
birth of the Church on the day of Pentecost. Remember, Acts is our story because it is the story of the beginning 
of the Church and we are the Church. 
 
1. Born of the Spirit – Acts 2:1-4 
• The identifying mark of the Church is the indwelling, life-giving Spirit of God.  
• What do we know about the Holy Spirit? 

o The most misunderstood member of the Trinity 
o Not a force but a person; Star Wars didn’t help; not “it” but He 
o Not a form but a unique person 
o God sends His Spirit at key moments in human history to move people and events in a new 

direction. This is a key moment in the flow of God’s redemptive plan, and for us to understand 
who we are. 

• 3 signs of the Spirit’s presence 
o Sound – not wind, but something sounded like violent wind  

� Inside when a storm blows in; don’t feel it but hear it? Creepy. 
� Examples of powerful wind. Tornado can drive straw into a telephone pole. 
� People in their homes or on the street – Acts 2:6 

o Sight – not fire, but something that looked like fire 
� Inside a room, then moved outside at some point 
� Sound, and possibly sight, attracted lots of people 

o Speech 
� Tongues = figure of speech for language.  
� Language unknown to speaker but known to listener 

• Acts 2:5-13 
o Audience – 2:5; 2:22 

� Devout Jews and proselytes. SCATTERED.  



o Audience response – 2:6, 7, 12 
o Hearing foreign languages in Jerusalem on Pentecost was not unusual. Galileans were not 

typically educated people. They would not have known all of these languages of the Diaspora.  
o Multiple languages not necessary for communication 

� All spoke Greek and Aramaic 
� Gets their attention, then switches to one language 

o Should we expect to speak in tongues today? Possible. 
� New territory – Jerusalem, Samaria, Cornelius, Ephesus  

 
• Biggest miracle that day was not speaking in tongues; that was the attention getter, the validation of the 

message about to be delivered 
o Ex – sitting on plane next to skeptic/cynic. “How do you know any of this is real? You could just 

be part of my dream, or I part of your dream.” I punched him. “Did that feel real?” 
o Miracle is the Spirit transforms lives on this day 

 
• Spirit has always existed, right? What makes this day so special? 

o New revelation for Israel – 2:14-21 
� “This is that day”; Spirit is sign of messianic kingdom 
� Whenever God’s Spirit brought new revelation, miracles occurred 
� Exodus and Law; MIRACLES and PROCLAMATION 
� Not the ultimate fulfillment but the inauguration of final chapter 

• Walk to edge of cliff and then walk along the cliff 
o New form of the kingdom of God on earth  

� Not all Christians agree that the Church began on Pentecost 
� Matthew 16:16-18; future tense, “I will build My Church.” 
� 1 Cor 12:13; John 7:38-39; Church is a mystery – Ephesians 3:4-6 
� Important. Allows us to understand work of Spirit today. 

o New work of the Spirit 
� You all have the Spirit – 2:17-18 

• Old Testament – only a few empowered on occasion  
• Indwelled – Rom 8:9 

� The Spirit will never leave you – Psalm 51 (Keith Green) 
� You have all of the Spirit you need – 2 Peter 1; life and godliness 
� The Spirit wants more of you 

• “Filled” = controlled. Eph 5:18; not drunk with wine... 
• Want more love, joy, boldness?  

o Do you believe this is true? 
 
• Biggest miracle that day was not speaking in tongues. Spirit transforms Peter and the 11; from fearful to 

boldly proclaiming Jesus 
 
2. Born of the Word – Acts 2:22-24 
• 1 Peter 1:23 

o When God wants to do something powerful, He speaks a life-giving word 
o When the Spirit of God speaks the word of God through the people of God, miracles happen 

 
• Jesus lived – Acts 2:22 

o Jesus filled with Spirit of God: preached, healed, validated 
o That generation had seen these signs; Peter saw these signs 
o We haven’t. But the witnesses were transformed. Suffered to death. 



• Jesus died – Acts 2:23-23 
o God’s plan 

� The determined will and foreknowledge; God knew and chose 
o Your responsibility 

� “by means of having Him crucified, you all [plural] killed Him.” 
� Emphatic. Acts 3:13-15 

o Mystery without philosophical musing 
• Jesus was raised – Acts 2:24-32 
• Jesus reigns – Acts 2:33-36 
 

That is the gospel. That is where we began. God was/is working. 
• Why Pentecost? Why did God wait 50 days to send His Spirit? 

o Heb. lit. “when the day of Pentecost was fulfilled [completely filled up]” 
o Not just another Pentecost. Patterns in the working of God 

• This whole series of events began with Passover. Remember, there is an annual cycle of 7 
feasts/festivals in the Jewish calendar 

o Passover: Crucifixion. Jesus was Passover lamb; unblemished substitute 
o Unleavened Bread (next evening): Burial  

� This is My body, broken for you 
o First Fruits (Sunday after Unleavened Bread): Resurrection 

� Celebrated beginning of harvest. But harvest was small. Just Jesus 
� 1 Cor 15:20, 23 

o Pentecost: Birth of the Church 
� 50 days after First Fruits  
� Weeks. 7 long weeks of work and then celebration of greater harvest. 3000 people 

believed on this day 
o 4 Festivals fulfilled in work of Jesus Christ 

� LONG, HOT DAYS OF SUMMER – Church suffers but works 
o Trumpets: Rapture 

� After long hot days of summer, call to leave the fields and worship 
o Atonement: 2nd Coming 

� Look on Him whom they have pierced 
o Tabernacles: Kingdom  

 
• God is at work in human history. God is at work in and through the Church. 

 
Don’t miss the miracles (in Acts 2 or in our lives, lives around us)  
 
• Tongues was simply validation of the miracles 
• Acts 3 – lame man walks; Peter – not us, but Jesus. Points away from miracle 

 
1. The message – foolish wisdom 

o God could take on human flesh? 
o God’s Son could be killed? 
o God’s Son raised from the dead? 
o Ridiculous message in 21st century. We will be called fools. 
o Ridiculous message in 1st century. They were called fools. 

 
2. The messengers – from fearful, cowering to brave and bold 

o Billy Graham was once in an elevator with a man who suddenly recognized him and asked, 
“You’re Billy Graham, aren’t you?” Graham responded, “Yes.”  



“Well,” the man said, “you are truly a great man.” To which Graham replied, “No, I’m not a great 
man. I just have a great message.” 

o Are you willing to let the Spirit make you brave? 
 

3. The response – 2:37 
o The church went from 120 to 3120 – 2600% growth! 

 
When the Spirit of God speaks the word of God through the people of God, miracles happen. 
 
Application 
 
What is your response to the Spirit today? 
• Conviction  

o Want to believe 
o We will present the gospel every week; people trust Christ 

• Hope – God’s Spirit is alive and life-giving, transforming 
o Want your life changed; want life to matter 

• Courage 
o I want to experience that. I want to tell people about my Jesus 

 
Communion 
• Ask God’s Spirit to speak 

 


