
Called out of Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:1-9) 

To follow Jesus we must swim upstream against the currents of idolatry, selfishness, 

and greed that characterize our world. It will cost us, but it’s a small price to pay to 

follow the One who gave His life for us. Will you follow Jesus upstream? 

It’s hard to swim against the current 
- God has called us to be saints/sanctified (1:1-3) 

o means “set apart, distinct, holy” 

- But it’s so much easier to keep our mouths shut and go with the flow 

o That was what the Corinthian believers had chosen to do – to blend in 

o “The problem was not that the church was in Corinth but that too much of Corinth 

was in the church.” Gordon Fee 

1st Century Corinth’s Values and Beliefs 
1. All gods are valid (and you better agree!) 

- Corinth was a melting pot of religions 

- Idolatry was everywhere, and it was unquestioned 

- That’s why when Christians showed up worshipping only one God, they didn’t fit 

o Labeled “haters of mankind” and “atheists” 

- In Corinth every god was acceptable except the God who said, “I alone am God” 

2. All that matters in life is STATUS 

- An “honor/shame” society 

- Your goal in life was to climb the ladder of status by any and all means necessary 

- “To use terms from American culture: schmoozing, massaging a superior’s ego, rubbing 

shoulders with the powerful, pulling strings, scratching each other’s back, and dragging 

rivals’ names through the mud—all describe what was required to attain success in 

[Corinth]” – David Garland 

3. Greed is GOOD 

- Radically stratified society – huge amount of wealth inequality 

- Social inequality was welcomed in Corinth, even affirmed 

- Charity did not exist – you don’t help the poor, you only help those who can help you 

Corinth was a city… dedicated to idolatry 

 ruled by selfish ambition 

 driven by fame 

 filled with luxury and pleasure… for those who could afford it 

 

In other words… it was a lot like what our world is becoming! 



We are called to swim upstream, against the ungodly currents of this world.  

But it will cost us!  

So why swim UPSTREAM? 
Read 1:4-9 – the answer is right at the beginning: GRACE! 

Paul lists 3 things in particular that God has graciously given us 

1) SPIRITUAL GIFTS (v5-7a) 
- He mentions two spiritual gifts in particular: 

o Speech – includes gifts of teaching, prophecy, tongues 

o Knowledge – similar to wisdom, you know and understand truth that others 

miss 

- This was a gifted church (Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-9, 11) 

- Every believer, regardless of status/wealth, gifted by God in a unique way to serve 

- Radical idea in Corinth – where you only mattered if you had status and wealth 

- That’s how it is in our world today 

o Value defined by popularity, paycheck, talent, looks, achievements 

- NO! You are significant because God has made you significant 

- He has given you SIGNIFICANCE as a GIFTED PART OF THIS FAMILY 

2) HOPE (v7b-8) 
- It’s hard to swim upstream. You will have to make sacrifices 

- But it’s easier to make sacrifices when you have something great to look forward to 

- Paul reminds us that in the future Jesus is coming back 

- No one knows exactly what the future will look like. But we do know… 

o Revelation 21:1-5a 

o Isaiah 35:10 

- We can make sacrifices in this life because we know this is not your best life 

3) HIS SON 
- The greatest gift of all – God has given you His Son to be your Savior, Lord, and friend 

- In this passage, JESUS is repeated more than anything else 

- Jesus is the focus of the passage because He is the source of God’s grace 

- All the good things Paul mentions come through Jesus, through trusting Him 

- If you believe, then Jesus is your Savior, your Lord, and your friend 

o Irony: people of Corinth desperately seeking status at any cost 

o Our quest for status, fame, celebrity is foolish because we know Jesus 

o We are as high up the social ladder as possible: we’re friends w/ the Creator! 

 



Add up these gifts from God and arrive at the inescapable conclusion: if 

you’ve trusted in Jesus, you are one of the richest people on Earth! 

That’s why it’s reasonable to follow Jesus UPSTREAM. 
 

Ask yourself…  “Am I willing to swim upstream?” 

 “Am I willing to believe that I am richly blessed in Christ?” 

“Am I willing to sacrifice the status and wealth the world 

offers to swim upstream?” 

 “Am I willing to swim upstream even if no one else does?” 
 

 


