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Called to Maturity 
1 Corinthians 2:6-3:17 

 
 

The primary goal of the Christian's life is to become like Jesus, to mature, or to state it directly, we 
are supposed to grow up! Therefore, the question before each of us is simple: Am I growing up in 
Jesus? Is my life dominated by fleshly desires, or am I longing for more and more of Jesus? 

 
THE Fundamental goal of life – become mature physically and spiritually 
• Tristie found a tract; read it; believed. People spend their whole lives trying to figure this out, and I’ve 

got it nailed at age 12. No one taught her how to grow. 
• Ephesians 4:13; Col 1:28 

o τέλειος: the end or goal 
• Gal 4:19. Labor, struggle, battle. Why was he in labor? 
• Maturity is natural, normal, but not inevitable 

o See a freshman in diapers, something wrong 
o Christian without change in character, affections, behavior, something wrong 

 
Something was wrong in Corinthians – not salvation but maturity 
 
Are you mature? Are you maturing? What is holding you back? 
 
READ 1 Cor 2:14-3:3a 
 
Definitions 

1. Natural person – 2:14 
o “dead in sins” = separated from the life of God 
o Without God’s Spirit; possessing spirit, but separated 

2. Spiritual person – 2:15 
o Submitted to and empowered by God’s Spirit. Gal 5:22-23 
o Ephesians 5:18. Don’t be drunk with wine but be filled with Spirit 
o 3rd person that we don’t like to talk about 

3. Carnal/fleshly person – 3:1 
o Infant IN Christ. Don’t miss application to our lives.  
o Believers whose lives are dominated by sinful desires – 3:1-3 (“brethren”) 
o This is an unnatural condition for a Christian; not impossible. New Testament epistles aimed at this 

problem. GROW UP!  
o Hebrews 5:12-14 
o Demas 
o Lot. Moved tent closer to Sodom; then in Sodom 
o Solomon 
o Believe – Never go back to “natural”; nature changed. Will you mature? 
o Maturity is natural and normal; goal of life; but not inevitable 

 
 
 



 

What should our lives look like if we are maturing? 3 profiles given here. 
 
I. A maturing person is... An Insatiable Sage – 1 Cor 2:6-13 
 
• We have everything we need for maturity – 1 Cor 2:12 
• The table has been set. It is a feast. Dig in. 

o Thanksgiving. I would not eat that morning. 
• Cycle – more hunger, more maturity, more hunger, more maturity 
• Wisdom in this context = gospel and its implications 

o Hebrews 5:11 -14 
o Not simply more theological/biblical knowledge 
o Deeper application of the wisdom of the cross to my life 
o Wisdom = I get it. I know what cross means in friendship, school, marriage, job 

• Problem: Abandoning wisdom of gospel for allure of personality cult  
o 1 Cor 1:11-12; 3:4 
o Apollos/Paul focus of conflict. Apollos was more skilled in rhetoric 
o Aligning with teachers, not the truth of God’s word 
o Ex – more time listening to podcasts of favorite teacher than reading, studying, memorizing 

God’s word 
o Ex – Argue points made by speakers, or go to the word? 
o Hungry to be right or to be righteous? 

• Barrier to maturity #1: Complacency in hunger for God’s wisdom 
o 1 Peter – like new born babies long for the pure milk of the word 
o Ex – babies dream of next meal; grab bottle like you have never fed them before. Body is saying 

“grow, grow, grow” 
• Hard to grow up 

o Growing pains; knees ached at age 13 
o Easier to stay a kid. Someone else pays, cooks, cleans; you just play 
o Some days I think, wouldn’t that be great?! 
o Unfulfilling. We were designed to grow up. 

• Reward of maturity #1: Wisdom – 1 Cor 2:6, 9 
• A maturing person wants more. More of what? More wisdom. 

 
II. A maturing person is... A Humble Realist – 3:3-8 
• Paul and Apollos were the “A” Team. Theologian, preacher 
• We are servants 

o God is the source: opportunity, skill, fruit (impf tense) 
o 3:9 – We belong to God; the field belongs to God 
o Humility and gratitude is the only appropriate response 

• More about this next week in chapter 4 
o Do you know what you are called to do? Roles, relationships, opportunity 
o Do you know who should get the credit? 

• Barrier to maturity #2: Comparison (jealousy) 
o James 3:16 

� Ex – friend’s dad still competing against son 
o 1 Cor 3:21-23 

• Reward of maturity #2: Peace (internally and in your relationships) 
o Paul got along just fine with Apollos. Most of the time with Peter 
o Not competitive; cooperative 
o Co-laborer succeeded; rejoice because God did it 



 

• A mature person wants more. More of what? More credit to Jesus, less to self. 
 
III. A maturing person is... A Discerning Investor – 1 Cor 3:8-15 
• Different types of materials. Specifics not important. This is an analogy. Did you invest in such a way that 

your life’s investment will endure? 
• Where are we investing? 

o Field, building = God’s kingdom. Now = Church. “Shake heavens/earth” 
o Your own building/field (your Tower of Babel which will fall) 

• What are we investing? 
o All your resources: Time, talent, treasure 
o All belongs to God. Are we holding something back? 
o TRUTH 

• How are we investing? 
o Do you know how to share the gospel?  

� 3:11. Foundation = Jesus; i.e. gospel. 
o Can you teach someone else to feed him/herself spiritually? 
o Can you help someone else discover his/her spiritual gifts? Talents? Money? Time? 
o Can you do all of this with your friends and family? Across cultural and comfort boundaries? 
o People, people, people. Their eternal destiny and maturity 

• Why are we investing? 1 Cor 4:5 
• NOT, How much did you accomplish? Outcomes belong to God 
 
Why is this so critical for the Church to discuss? 
• Every Christian will be evaluated – 1 Cor 3:13a 

o 2 Cor 5:10 
o “the day” = “Judgment Seat of Christ” 

� 2 primary judgments – Great White Throne and Judgment Seat of Christ 
� This is not the Great White Throne – for those who did not accept gospel 
� Judgment Seat of Christ – only believers. Evaluation of life. NOT heaven/hell 

 
• What kind of builder are you? 

o Good builders – 3:14 
� Praise – 1 Cor 4:5 
� People - 2 Cor 1:14; 1 Thess 2:19-20; Luke 16:9 

o Poor builders – 3:15 
� Saved, but smelling like smoke 
� Possessing eternal life, but present life wasted 

o Demolishers – 3:16-17 
� Well-Intentioned Dragons 
� Gossip; division; power; distort doctrine 

 
• Barrier to maturity #3: Confusion about what truly matters 

o Reckless spenders with our time. Spend time as if we have unlimited time and opportunity 
o Ex – parable. Tonight your soul is required of you 
o You spend your life or invest your life 
o Ex – house built on sand v. house built on rock 

 
• Reward of maturity #3: Praise – 1 Cor 4:5; Mt 25:21 
 
• A mature person wants more. More of what? Wisdom, Jesus, reward 



 

 
Application 

 
Next week: How to invest wisely. READ 1 Corinthians 4 

 
Are you complacent or do you hunger for more? More wisdom, credit to Jesus, praise 
 
What will you do this week to go after more? 
 


