
Called to Maturity 
1 Corinthians 2:6 – 3:15 

God expects His children to grow up and become more like Jesus. His Word shows us 

how and tells us why maturity is worth the effort.  

Paul gives us 3 milestones of spiritual maturity, and 3 motivations for why maturity is worth the 

price. 

1) Milestone #1: Filled by the Spirit 
- Read 2:6, 2:12-3:3a 

- Paul describes 3 types of people 

o 1) “natural” – 2:14 

 Mankind in his natural state; an unbeliever 

o 2) “fleshly” -3:1,3 

 Believers living lives characterized by desires of the flesh 

 This describes the Corinthian believers 

o 3) “spiritual” – 2:15, 3:1 

 Characterized by the Spirit of God 

 The spiritual believer demonstrates the fruit of the Spirit in his or her life 

(Gal 5:22) 

- The maturing believer demonstrates more and more of the fruit of the Spirit 

- Motivation #1: Maturity Makes You Wise 
o 1 Cor 2:6 – “Yet we do speak wisdom among those are mature” 
o 1 Cor 3:2 – Believers who remain immature won’t ever really understand God’s 

Word 
- The more you grow in maturity, the more God reveals truth and wisdom to you 

2) Milestone #2: Growing in Humility 
- Read 3:3b-7 

- Our world defines humility as “sharing the glory” – superstars praise the teams they’re on 

- But that’s not how the Bible defines humility 

o Paul takes no credit at all for anything good that’s happened in the church 

- Humility says, “I am nothing… because God is everything!” 

o It gives God the credit for everything good in my life 

- Motivation #2: Fosters Peace With Others 

o Pride fosters conflict 

 That’s what happened in Corinth (read 3:3-4) 

o Growing in humility is hard and painful, but it’s far less pain than the pain you’ll 

unleash if you let your arrogance run unchecked 

- What exactly does it look like to grow in humility? 

o When you do something good… give thanks to God 

o When you are praised by others… don’t get awkward – give credit & thanks to God 



o When others succeed, celebrate with them, even if their success outstrips your own 

3) Milestone #3: Building God’s Kingdom 
- Read 3:8-15 

- Paul uses 2 metaphors to describe God’s kingdom: a field and a building 

- Each of us has been gifted in a particular way to build the church 

- Those who are immature waste their God-given gifts on insignificant things 

- But those who are mature use their God-given gifts to build the church 

o These are believers who… 

 Share the gospel to draw new people in 

 Train and disciple new believers 

 Serve the needs of the church 

 Serve in the community 

- Mature believers invest their time, talents, and treasure to build God’s kingdom 

- Motivation #3: Maturity Results in Reward 

o 1 Cor 3:14-15 – a day of judgment is coming 

o But notice this judgment is NOT about heaven or hell 

 v15 – man who did not build God’s kingdom still saved 

 Avoiding hell is NOT a motivation for growth 

 Salvation is a GIFT you receive by FAITH ALONE 

 But eternal rewards require WORK 

o Jesus will evaluate our lives – how we used opportunities He gave us 

o That day of evaluation for believers is a common theme in Scripture 

 2 Cor 5:10 

 1 Cor 9:24-27 

- Maturity is hard. You will have to sacrifice time and money to build God’s church 

- But it will be worth it when you stand before Jesus 

What does spiritual maturity look like? How do you know if you’re 

growing? 

 You are demonstrating more and more of the Spirit’s fruit in your life. 

 You are growing in humility. 

 You are building God’s kingdom with your time, talents, and treasure 
 

It’s hard to grow up. But it’s worth it. 

 It makes you WISE 

 It fosters PEACE with other people 

 It results in REWARD when you stand before Jesus for judgment 


