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Risen! 
1 Corinthians 15 

 
 

If Christ was not raised from the dead, then we are without hope. Sin and death stand as victors 
over us... but Christ was raised, and so we have hope, and confidence, and victory, and purpose for 
our lives. 

 
Mark Twain quote. Full of wit and wisdom. 
• Life was not a valuable gift, but death was. Life was a fever-dream made up of joys embittered by 

sorrows, pleasure poisoned by pain; a dream that was a nightmare-confusion of spasmodic and fleeting 
delights, ecstasies, exultations, happinesses, interspersed with long-drawn miseries, griefs, perils, 
horrors, disappointments, defeats, humiliations, and despairs--the heaviest curse devisable by divine 
ingenuity; but death was sweet, death was gentle, death was kind; death healed the bruised spirit and 
the broken heart, and gave them rest and forgetfulness; death was man's best friend; when man could 
endure life no longer, death came and set him free. Letters from the Earth 

• Depressing. Start with a joke, or at least a good poem. 
• Let’s climb down into the pit and talk about why we don’t have to live there. We don’t have to live in 

hopelessness, like so much of the world. No one does because resurrection is a reality! 
 
• Last week – non-essential, but divisive issue. 
• This week – the most essential issue, the resurrection. 
• For Paul, and for us, there is no more important matter than resurrection 

 
READ 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 
• Death, burial, resurrection; scripture; witnesses 
• Proving the resurrection is not his primary goal. Not evidence but relevance 
• Showing what resurrection really is and why it is so important 
• Sir Robert Anderson 

 
READ 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 
You have 2 big problems, probably more, but 2 we will talk about this morning. 
• Brian, that’s so personal. You should take this personal. Your problems. I have the same problems, but 

that is my issue to deal with. Sin and death 
• Sin 

o How archaic. Don’t talk about sin anymore. Faults, weaknesses, shortcomings, mostly caused by 
other people (parents, school, e.g.). 

o Ex – Facebook page devoted to subject. 
o Sin is moral failure for which you are accountable 

� Intentional or unintentional; word, deed, thought 
o Sin creates debt to God. Only payment that is adequate is your life. 
o Romans 6:23 

• Death 
o Depressing! Can’t we talk happy things? Not yet. 

i. Good news won’t sound good unless we realize how bad the bad news really is. 
ii. Diamonds are not displayed on beige cloth, but black 
iii. Black cloth is sin and death; diamond is resurrection 



 

o Let’s talk about death, shall we? 
i. Death = separation; not cessation, or annihilation 
ii. Begins with spiritual separation.  

1. Separation of your spirit from God’s 
2. Spirit and body can’t stay healthy apart from God 

iii. Gradual death of the body – 2 Cor 4:16 (outer man decaying) 
1. On downhill, enjoy reminding you that peak is 18-22. Peak quickly, then long, 

slow downhill ride 
2. Gray hair, if it stays; wrinkles; aches; mind slows 
3. Ex – learning piano again; but kids learning faster 

iv. Some day your body will die, completely dead 
1. Spirit/inner man will separate from body/outer man 
2. I do more funerals than weddings; weddings more fun, but funerals are 

inevitable. Everyone will need one. 
v. This condition is unnatural for man 

1. Only condition we have ever known; it feels natural 
2. Someone we love gets sick or dies, and we know that something is not right 
3. What’s wrong? Death, and all of death’s corollary effects 

vi. Effects become permanent apart from intervention 
1. “Interventions” = person making really bad choices 
2. Permanent separation of spirit from God – 2 Thess 
3. Gospel is God’s intervention 

• Let’s turn the corner and think happy thoughts.  
 
Resurrection... 
 
1. Replaces sin with perfect righteousness – 15:14, 16-17 
• κενός – without meaningful content 
• μάταιος – useless, empty, fruitless 
• Cross is not the gospel; cross and resurrection is gospel 
• At the cross, Jesus paid for sin. 1 Cor 15:3 
• How do we know payment was received? 

o Ex – couple in grocery store whose payment was rejected 
o When do the groceries become theirs? When payment is accepted. 
o Resurrection is the receipt. Payment accepted. 
o Romans 4:25 

• 2 Cor 5:21 
 
2. Replaces death with enduring life – 15:12 
• Casting doubt on resurrection 

o Didn’t Paul just say they had believed gospel? Death, burial, resurrection 
o Idea of resurrection was unpopular in Paul’s day 

� Segment of Jewish population – Acts 23:8; Sadducees  
� Greeks – Acts 17:32 (Athens, Mars Hill). Sneer, mock, scoff 

• Common tombstone inscription: “I was not. I was. I am not. I am free from 
wishes.” So common Latin phrase was abbreviated, like RIP (Garland 698) 

� Body is bad/spirit is good; resurrection of spirit alone 
• Seneca. “Death either annihilates us or strips us bare. If we are then released, 

there remains the better part, after the burden has been withdrawn....” 
(Garland, 700) 



 

• Socrates. “[The soul is] entirely fastened and welded to the body and is 
compelled to regard realties through the body as through prison bars.” 
(Garland, 700) 

• Josephus (Jewish general; wrote Jewish history for Rome; influenced by pagan 
thought). “For it is death which gives liberty to the soul and permits it to depart 
to its own pure abode, there to be free from all calamity; but so long as it is 
imprisoned in a mortal body and tainted with all its miseries, it is, in sober truth, 
dead...” 

• Most likely what Corinthians were buying into. Jesus was resurrected, but it was 
not a bodily resurrection. 

o Jesus experienced a bodily resurrection; you will experience a bodily resurrection; you need a 
bodily resurrection 
� Disembodied is an unnatural state for man; we are spiritual/physical beings 
� Dust of the earth; breath of life; became a person 
� Renewed earth that we will inherit is physical 

o You don’t understand what resurrection is or why it is important 
• Resurrection body – 15:35-44 

o Old body 
� Like a gnarly seed, perishable, dishonorable, weak 

o 1 Cor 15:20-23; 15:49 
� Jesus Christ, the Model/prototype; Philippians 3 

o A real body 
� Jesus ate with them; they touched Him 
� Job 19:25, 26 
� John Updike 

o A recognizable body. Disciples knew it was Jesus 
� How old? Healthy and strong 

o A glorious body – Daniel 12:3; Ex 34:29-30 (Moses); Revelation 
� Resurrection mind, will, emotions, personality 
� Jonathan Edwards 
� “Even the very best of men, are, on earth, imperfect. But it is not so in heaven. There 

shall be no pollution or deformity or offensive defect of any kind, seen in any person or 
thing; but everyone shall be perfectly pure, and perfectly lovely in heaven.” Jonathan 
Edwards, in Alcorn, 314 

o An immortal body – Romans 6:9; Acts 2:24 
� Jesus can never die again 

o An Imperishable body – 15:42 
� Lazarus raised; then grew old and died; resuscitation  

 
3. Replaces futility with hope and meaning /significance/purpose – 15:30-32 
• Fact: life without resurrection is empty and hopeless 
• Fact: life without resurrection is dominated by fear 
• Hebrews 2:15. ... through fear of death they were subject to slavery all their lives.  
• American writer Jack Kerouac. “I am young now and can look upon my body and soul with pride. But it 

will be mangled soon, and later it will begin to disintegrate, and then I shall die, and die conclusively. 
How can we face such a fact, and not live in fear?”  

• Isaiah 25 – death is like a veil  
• People who live in fear make foolish decisions 

 
 



 

• Mid-life crisis 
o Trying to feel alive, strong 
o Act out in relatively healthy ways – get in shape, run a marathon 
o Moonstruck. “Cosmo, you’re gonna die!” 

• Promise of resurrection = this life is a moment, then eternal joy 
• 2 Cor 4:16-18 – eternal weight of glory 
• Why live for Jesus? Because we will live with Jesus forever. 
• 1 Cor 15:54-58 

 
Application 
 
Isaiah 25:6-9 
 
What God has done for us is not simply to remove bad things from our future. Rather, He provides all of the 
good things we could ever hope for. 
 
Life in God’s presence will be like a banquet set with the best foods. Cares and concerns are no more; you don’t 
cook or clean up afterward; you celebrate and enjoy 
 


