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“Passing the Time Well” 

1 Peter 1:13-25 
 
 

Since our certain and eager expectation of hope's fulfillment in the 
future does not ensure that we will pass the time in the meantime 
well, Peter challenges his audience in 1 Peter 1:13-25 to life lives 
characterized by holiness and love as the world watches on. 

 
I. We should wait fruitfully (1:13) 
 
II. We should live holy lives (1:14-21) 

 
A. Commands of conformity 

 
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.” 
—Romans 12:2 
 

B. Causes for conformity - Representation 
 
“God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created 
him.” 
—Genesis 1:27 
 
“We all … beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory.” 
—2 Corinthians 3:18 
 

B. Causes for conformity - Reverence 
 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works.” 
—Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” 
—Ephesians 2:10 
 
“Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more … Are we to 
continue in sin so that grace may increase? May it never be!” 



—Romans 5:20, 6:1 
 
“For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and 
if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do 
not obey the gospel?” 
—1 Peter 4:17 
 
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according 
to what he has done, whether good or bad. Therefore, knowing the 
fear of the Lord …” 
—2 Corinthians 5:10-11a 
 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” 
—Proverbs 1:7 
 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 
—Proverbs 9:10 
 

B. Causes for conformity - Redemption 
 

III. We should live loving lives (1:22-25) 
 
IV. Holiness and love market well 

 
“Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles … that they because 
of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.” 
—1 Peter 2:12 
 
“By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” 
—John 13:35 
 
“Then the proconsul announced, ‘I will have you consumed by fire, since 
you despise the wild beasts, unless you change your mind.’  Polycarp 
replied, ‘You threaten with a fire that burns only briefly … for you are 
ignorant of the fire of the coming judgment … Come do what you wish.’” 
 
 


