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Crime and Punishment 

Acts 4:32-5:11 
 
 

The sin of hypocrisy can threaten the community of God's people and His work amongst them. As a 
result, God acts swiftly and strongly to remove this sin from His people before it spreads. Even in the 
most severe acts of God's judgment, we can always find elements of His grace overflowing. 

 
Was the Church Perfect? 

• Great Popularity 
•  Great Unity 
•  Great Charity 

 
What Went Wrong? 

• Lie of Hypocrisy 
“Every man alone is sincere.  At the entrance of a second person, hypocrisy begins.  We parry and fend the 
approach of our fellow-man by compliments, by gossip, by amusements, by affairs.  We cover up our 
thought from him under a hundred folds.”  - Ralph W Emerson 
 
“The hypocrite's crime is that he bears false witness against himself.  What makes it so plausible to 
assume that hypocrisy is the vice of vices is that integrity can indeed exist under the cover of all other 
vices except this one.  Only crime and the criminal, it is true, confront us with the perplexity of radical evil; 
but only the hypocrite is really rotten to the core.”  - Hannah Arendt 
 
“Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they neglect their appearance 
so that they will be noticed by men when they are fasting. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in 
full.”  - Matt 6:16 

• Threat to Community 
•  Threat to God’s Work 

 
Did God Overreact? 

• Punishment = Death 
- Eternal (Romans 6:23) 
- Early (1 Jn 5:16; 1 Cor 11:30) 
- Qualitative (James 1:15) 

•  Crime = Test of Holiness 
“Why do we always under-react to our own sin?” 
“What if God under-reacts every other time?”  

 
Our Response Today … 

• Wake Up!  
• Run Away! 



“No temptation has overtaken you but such is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you 
to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so 
that you will be able to endure it.” 

• Confess Your Sin! 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to clean us from all 
unrighteousness.”  - 1 John 1:9  

 
 


