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Following God's Lead 
Acts 8:26-40 

 
 

The account of Philip and the Ethiopian is one of the most famous Biblical examples of evangelism 
and is a testament to the power of the Lord. This miraculous intersection of two lives for the 
purpose of spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ was not the product of one man calling others to 
God, but rather that one man listening for God's call. 

 
This morning, we’re continuing our walk through Acts, looking at the account of Philip and the Ethiopian and 
how one of the most famous Biblical examples of evangelism didn’t center on one man calling others to 
God, but instead on that one man listening for God’s call. 
� He listened to God, he was led by God, and he looked for the opportunities God placed in his life 

• The Man - Philip 
o NOT Philip the Apostle (only does 3 things – doesn’t know how to feed 5k, only speaking role is 

asking Jesus when they get to see God) 
o One of the first 7 Deacons ever appointed in Acts 6 to take care of Hellenistic (Greek speaking) 

widows and orphans – along with Steven (last week) 
o The first thing we see Philip do is go to Samaria – Acts 8.4-8 

� “Those, then who were dispersed went about spreading the good news. Philip went down to 
a city of Samaria and began to preach Christ to them. The crowds paid attention as one man 
to what Philip was saying as they listened to him and saw the signs which he performed. For 
unclean spirits, with a loud noise, came out of many who were possessed, and many 
paralyzed and lame people were cured. There was great joy in that city.” 

o This is a significant mission trip for 2 reasons…  
� Because it’s the beginning of the fulfillment of Jesus’ command in Acts 1 to go out to 

Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth 
� Context - Remember: the book of Acts is a natural sequel to the book of Luke – same 

author, same perspective, many of the same themes, including the works of Christ on the 
earth and the continuation of His works by His followers 

� Because this is a complete departure from Jesus’ followers original attitude towards 
Gentiles 
• Luke 9.51-52 - When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the 
Samaritans, to make preparations for him. 53 But the people did not receive him, because 
his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and John saw it, they 
said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 
55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 And they went on to another village. 

o Philip is established as a man of outward and inward submission to God 
• The Call – Go to the Desert 

o The scene plays out very much like a historical OT event, including the fact is starts out with an 
“angel of the Lord” which is the term always used in the Greek OT for angels who take physical form 
to talk to humans 

o The Angel of the Lord tells Philip to go out to an old road – once he gets there, he encounters an 
Ethiopian Eunuch leaving Jerusalem reading Isaiah 
� The Eunuch – This guy is incredibly interesting: he’s in a very powerful position in his home 

country (Candace=Kandake=ruler of kingdom because king is son of Sun and can’t be 



bothered); he just left Jerusalem where he was worshiping even though OT law frowned 
very heavily on Eunuchs; he’s reading Isaiah 53 

o When Philip sees the Ethiopian, the Spirit steps in again and tells him to join the man in his chariot, 
so Philip runs up and asks him the least awkward question possible in that situation – What are you 
reading?  
� This isn’t TOO crazy because it was customary back then for people to read out loud 

(because Ancient Greek is all caps with no spaces) 
• The Opportunity 

o The Ethiopian responds by asking Philip what’s going on in Isaiah 53 and its description of the 
Suffering Servant – a classic prophecy about Jesus 

o Philip sees this opportunity and responds by literally “Gospel-ing” the Ethiopian by starting in the 
Isaiah passage and using it to explain everything that Jesus Christ did – He came to live a perfect life, 
suffer and die for the sins of man, only to rise again conquering sin and death so that we can place 
our faith in Him for eternal life 
� It’s key to note that Philip still hasn’t enacted any plan of his own in this entire process – 

the guy came to him with a passage, so Philip just reacted from that passage 
o Right after this, the Ethiopian spots some water and asks to be baptized as an outward 

demonstration of his inward decision – again, no Philip plan, merely reacting to what’s in front of 
him 

o At that point, the Spirit teleports Philip away, leading him to travel and preach and eventually settle 
down in Caesarea where we run into him 20yrs later in Acts 21 where he’s a family man with 4 
daughters. 

• So What? 
o A lot of times we read this account as some sort of inspirational infomercial about how we can be 

used by God 
o But the point of this event isn’t to show us the crazy stuff we can do with God’s behind us – it’s to 

show us the crazy stuff God does, and if we simply listen to His call, go where He leads, and look for 
His opportunities, we can participate in what He’s doing in the world around us  

o Remember Acts 1.8: Go to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, Ends of the Earth – at this point in history, 
Ethiopia was known as the “edge of the world”; Homer’s Odyssey refers to Ethiopians as εσκατοι 
ανδρων, “The Last of Men” – Luke is pointing out how quickly God moved His people in His plan 
� Evangelism isn’t having a perfect plan, it’s a daily reliance on God’s perfect plan and 

perfect timing in our lives 
� So how can we rely on God’s plan? 

• Listen to God 
o Philip’s journey with God didn’t start with an Angel appearing in his house, it started with Philip 

being faithful within the church at Jerusalem. He served and sacrificed for the needs of others, and 
in doing so, revealed his reliance on the Lord 

o If we want to be used by God, we need to start by listening to Him and excelling in the revealed 
things – Prayer, Personal Bible Study, be a greeter, join a growth group, love the people around us 

• Go where God Leads 
o As Philip listened to God and was faithful in the revealed things, God led him first to Samaria, then 

to an old road – two very uncomfortable places for Philip to go 
o If we want to be used by God, we need to be willing to go where He calls us even when it’s 

uncomfortable. Sometimes that means we go on a mission trip to Greece, Asia, or Africa. And 
sometimes that means we go be an engineer in Houston, or an accountant in Dallas, or an organic 
barista in Austin – just because a location isn’t exotic doesn’t mean God can’t call us to be there; it 
can be just as uncomfortable 

• Look for God’s Opportunities 



o Remember: Philip’s entire encounter with the Ethiopian was simply reacting to what was placed 
before him; He didn’t try to fit God into the Ethiopian’s life, he simply fit himself into what God 
was already doing in that life 

o If we want to be used by God, we need to look for the opportunities God is placing around us – 
maybe that does mean starting a Bible study with our roommates, or maybe that means we simply 
answer the tough questions our co-workers ask about God (could you explain the Gospel from Isaiah 
53?), or help lead the Bible study we’re already participating in, or ask our troubled lab partner to go 
get coffee and actually become friends 

• This Week: Listen to God, Go where God Leads, and Look for God’s Opportunities  
 


