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Faith at Work - The Design of Work 
Genesis 2 

 
 

We are studying the role of Faith at Work because the Lord desires that every believer would walk 
and work by faith. It is only by faith that we can work for both the glory of God and the good of 
others. This week, we are studying God's original design for work. Based on the creation account, we 
can see that God intended work to be Beautiful, Balanced, and to Bring glory to Himself. 

 
Genesis 2:1-3 
The heavens and the earth were completed with everything that was in them. By the seventh day God finished 
the work that he had been doing, and he ceased on the seventh day all the work that he had been doing.   
God blessed the seventh day and made it holy because on it he ceased all the work that he had been doing in 
creation. 
 
Tom Nelson, Pastor & Author 
Being made in God’s image, we have been designed to work, to be fellow workers with God. To be an image-
bearer is to be a worker. In our work we are to show off God’s excellence, creativity, and glory to the world. We 
work because we bear the image of the One who works.  
 
Tim Keller, Pastor & Author  
In the beginning, then, God worked. Work was not a necessary evil that came into the picture later, or 
something human beings were created to do but that was beneath the great God Himself. No, God worked for 
the sheer joy of it. Work could not have had a more exalted inauguration.  
 
Proverbs 25:16 
When you find honey, eat only what is sufficient for you, lest you become stuffed with it and vomit it up. 
 
Exodus 20:8-11 
Remember the Sabbath day to set it apart as holy. For six days you may labor and do all your work, but the 
seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; on it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 
daughter, or your male servant, or your female servant, or your cattle, or the resident foreigner who is in your 
gates.  
For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth and the sea and all that is in them, and he rested on the 
seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and set it apart as holy. 
 
Ben Witherington, Professor & Scholar  
It is perfectly clear that God’s good plan always included human beings working, or more specifically, living in 
the constant cycle of work and rest.  
 
Colossians 3:23 
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men 
 
Tom Nelson, Pastor & Author 
Properly understood, our work is to be thoughtfully woven into the integral fabric of Christian vocation, for God 
designed and intended our work, our vocational calling, to be an act of God-honoring worship.  
Work is also one of the ways we discover who we are, because it is through work that we come to understand 
our distinct abilities and gifts, a major component of our identities.  


