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Faith at Work 
The Dignity of Work - Part 1 

Genesis 1 
 
 

We are studying the role of Faith at Work because the Lord desires that every believer would walk 
and work by faith. It is only by faith that we can work for both the glory of God and the good of 
others. This week, we are studying the value and dignity God has given both humanity and work. 
Based on Genesis 1, we see that God designed people to create and cultivate the world regardless of 
power or position. 

 
Genesis 1:27 
God created humankind in his own image, 
in the image of God he created them, 
male and female he created them. 
 
Tim Keller, Pastor & Author  
God made the world to need work.  
 
Al Wolters, Philosopher & Author  
The earth had been completely unformed and empty; in the six-day process of development God had formed it 
and filled it – but not completely… as God’s representatives, [we] carry on where God left off.  
 
Genesis 1:28 
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply! Fill the earth and subdue it! Rule over the fish of 
the sea and the birds of the air and every creature that moves on the ground.” 
 
Genesis 1:29-30 
Then God said, “I now give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the entire earth and every tree that has 
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the animals of the earth, and to every bird of the air, 
and to all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green 
plant for food.” It was so. 
 
Tim Keller, Pastor & Author  
We share in doing the things that God has done in Creation – bringing order out of chaos, creatively building a 
civilization out of the material of physical & human nature, caring for all that God has made.  
 [Filling the earth] means civilization, not just procreation. We get the sense that God does not want merely 
more individuals of the human species; he also wants the world to be filled with a human society.  
He could have just spoken the word and created millions of people in thousands of human settlements, but he 
didn’t. He made it our job to develop and build this society.  
 


