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The Dignity of Work - Part 1 

Genesis 1-4 
 
 

The dignity of work can most clearly be demonstrated by human creativity within work. As those 
created in the image of God, every single one of us possesses a capacity of creativity that highlights 
the character and purposes of our Creator God in the world. 

 
1. Create & Cultivate 

“God made the world to need work.” - Keller 
 
“The earth had been completely unformed and empty; in the six-day process of development God had 
formed it and filled it – but not completely. People must now carry on the work of development; by being 
fruitful they fill it even more; by subduing it they must form it even more … as God’s representatives … [we] 
carry on where God left off. But this is now to be a human development of the earth. The human race will 
fill the earth with its own kind, and it will form the earth for its own kind. From now on the development of 
the created earth will be a societal and cultural in nature.” - Philosopher Al Wolters  
 

- Clothes (3:21)  Tools (4:2, 22) 
- Music (4:21)  Wine (9:21) 

 
Every Single One of Us is Creative!!! 
 
“[Filling the earth] means civilization, not just procreation. We get the sense that God does not want merely 
more individuals of the human species; he also wants the world to be filled with a human society. He could 
have just spoken the word and created millions of people in thousands of human settlements, but he didn’t. 
He made it our job to develop and build this society.”  - Tim Keller  
 

2. Culture 
“There is no such thing as ‘the culture’ and any attempt to talk about ‘culture’ is misled.” - Crouch  
“Culture is what human beings make of the world.” - Ken Myers  
CULTURE – GOOD OR BAD? 

“God’s first and best gift to humanity is culture, the realm in which human beings themselves will be the 
cultivators and creators, ultimately contributing to the cosmic purposes of the cultivator and creator of 
the natural world.”  - Andy Crouch  

RESPONSE TO CULTURE 
“Cultural change will only happen when something new displaces, to some extent, existing culture in a 
very tangible way.”  - Andy Crouch  

 
What were you “made to make”?  
 


